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Chapter  1  The Vision for the Future

The A&M Commerce University Vision
 “Texas A&M University-Commerce, as a part of the A&M family of uni-
versities, will become the university of choice for all those seeking a 
higher education in the Northeast Texas region and beyond. It will 
provide traditional and non-traditional learning opportunities through 
existing and new programs that set high expectations and goals for 
students, faculty and staff. The University will provide a sense of com-
munity through a nurturing environment for all individuals in order to 
maximize learning, career and personal development. A&M-Commerce 
will become a place where students, faculty, staff and community are 
engaged in the pursuit of excellence.”

In support of this vision, in July of 2012, Texas A&M University-Commerce 
engaged our multi- disciplinary consulting team, led by GFF Planning, 
to prepare a campus master plan that would serve as a framework for 
decision-making about the physical fabric of the campus for the next 
20 years. The bold leadership of University President Dr. Dan Jones 
informed our work with two clearly stated priorities:

1. Assume growth in enrollment of 1,000 student headcount 
each year and organize and build in support of this.

2. Focus on creating an excellent residential quality of life on 
campus with superb facilities and amenities, a pedestrian-
friendly environment and a well-defined sense of place. 

A&M-Commerce benefits from a 120-year legacy of providing high-
quality education and currently boasts more than 60,000 alumni. The 
last ten years have brought phenomenal growth which has been sup-
ported by building multi-million-dollar new facilities, reaching deeper 
into the region through branch campuses, and adding innovating new 
programs and state-of-the-art research. The A&M-Commerce campus 
has a friendly character with faculty, staff and students embracing the 
small-town heritage. The institution prides itself on offering the benefits 
of a big-name university, but within a friendly, small-town environment 
where everyone is dedicated to making a great university even better.

Since 1889, Texas A&M University-Commerce has been known as a leader 
in providing an education in higher learning.  The A&M-Commerce 
campus has the second largest student population in the Texas A&M 
University System.  The campus is located within the boundaries of the 
Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex, approximately 60 miles from downtown 
Dallas.  The university has traditional resident students, both from smaller 
northeast Texas cities and from the Metroplex, and commuters.  The last 
ten years have brought phenomenal growth which has been supported 
by building multi-million-dollar new facilities, reaching deeper into the 
region through branch campuses, and adding innovative new programs 

Texas A&M University - Commerce 
Music Building 

Texas A&M University - Commerce 
Heritage House and Garden
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and state-of-the-art research.  The University is student centered and is 
constantly working to improve the learning environment on the A&M-
Commerce campus.

As the University continues to grow in enrollment, programs and course 
offerings, the University must ensure that students, faculty and staff 
have the support they need. One important consideration is space.  An 
important first step in this campus master plan update was the develop-
ment of future building blocks. These building blocks evolved through 
the completion of the following tasks:

 � Data collection and validation

 � Questionnaire distribution

 � Questionnaire review and analysis

 � Analysis of existing space

 � Development of current space needs

 � Space projections based on future enrollment growth

 � Phasing of specific projects representing current and future space 
needs through “building blocks”

Participants
The master plan process engaged the involvement of 200 participants.  
They included a dedicated master plan committee, as well as input from 
deans, departmental heads, and a variety of other A&M-Commerce staff 
and faculty as listed in the acknowledgements section. Participants 
completed surveys providing qualitative data and quantitative space 
information. Department heads, deans, faculty and staff participated 
in interviews.  

This effort was spearheaded by the A&M Commerce Office of Facilities 
Management and the Texas A&M System Office of Facilities Planning 
& Construction.

Enrollment
In order to determine the future space needs of the University,  it is vital 
to understand the enrollment headcount of the University as a whole 
and the headcounts of the individual colleges.   

The scope of this support effort did not include an in-depth examina-
tion of enrollment projections.  However, it is important to understand 
how the colleges have grown over time and how they expect to grow 
so this can be related to space need. 

The following table illustrates future enrollment growth trended out 
based on enrollment history. 
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Existing Space
Before projecting future space needs, existing and anticipated new 
spaces were examined. 

Existing facilities at A&M-Commerce total 2,295,639 gross square feet 
with 915,891 of Education and General square feet. There are 98 facili-
ties listed in the 2011 inventory. 

Recently completed building projects include the Pride Rock Apartments 
(2011) and the New Music Building (2010). The Pride Rock Apartments  
is 85,970 GSF. The New Music Building adds 68,500 GSF of space for 
A&M-Commerce’s Music Program.

Anticipated projects include completion of an expansion to the Student 
Center, a new Library and Technology Center, the construction of a 
rodeo arena at the farm and the completion of a jogging/bicycle path.

Utilization
Current space was analyzed and a utilization study of classrooms and 
class laboratory spaces was undertaken.  For utilization benchmarks, 
the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) guidelines on 
classroom and class laboratory utilization were consulted.  The Minimum 
Standard for an overall SUE (Space Usage and Efficiency) score is 150 
which relates to a Classroom Score of 50 and a Class Lab Score of  75.  
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Currently, A&M-Commerce has an overall SUE score of 99 which relates 
to a Classroom Score of 50 and a Class Lab Score of 49.  This indicates 
that A&M-Commerce is below the minimum standard in maximizing 
utilization.

The table below shows existing A&M-Commerce Education and General 
space next to what the THECB calculations predict A&M-Commerce 
should have.  The THECB predicts A&M-Commerce should have 786,724 
square feet of Education and General space.  A&M-Commerce actually 
has 642,928 square feet of Education and General Space, a 18% space 
deficit. 

According to the model the university is trailing the most in teaching 
and support space.  They are close to the recommended square feet 
for office space.
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Total 786,724 642,928 143,796 -22%
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Library 131,552 105,077 26,475 -25%
Research 22,149 17,215 4,934 -29%
Office 218,704 212,478 6,226 -3%
Support 64,959 45,207 19,752 -44%
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Space Projection   349,361 262,951 86,410
Space Projection   131,552 105,077 26,475
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Classrooms (110s)
Currently, A&M-Commerce has 88 classrooms in their inventory.  The 
average utilization at the A&M-Commerce campus is 23 periods a week.  
The THECB targets the weekly classroom utilization at 38-45 periods a 
week.  Bottlenecks occur primarily in prime time slots at 9:00 a.m. and 
in the larger classrooms on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

The overall number of classrooms at A&M-Commerce is sufficient.  Using 
current section sizes, theoretically there appears to be an overall excess 
of 25 classrooms on campus.  However, this hides a “mismatch” between 
the section sizes and the classroom capacities. With this in mind, there 
appears to be demand for an additional 7 “study rooms” with smaller 
capacities ranging from 1 to 13 people.  In addition to increasing sec-
tions, improving section fill rates can also accommodate an increase in 
student contact hours, however A&M-Commerce generally does a good 
job with high fill rates. The average section fill for classrooms is 75%.

The weekly utilization is organized by lowest to highest average weekly 
room hours and show periods per week utilization in the following chart.

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

HE
N 

32
3

SS
 30

4
ST

C 2
11

M
US

 15
8

M
US

 21
1

ED
S 1

33
ED

S 1
34

AG
IT 

23
3

JO
UR

 11
0

W
TF

A 2
13

HL
 20

8
ST

C 1
46

W
TF

A 1
31

AG
IT 

21
4

HL
 30

4
M

US
 21

4
ED

S 1
27

FH
 10

3
FH

 3
FH

 10
2

M
US

 21
3

ED
S 1

29
ED

N 
12

1
M

RC
 12

4
AG

IT 
25

3
BI

N 
30

2
JO

UR
 23

4
ED

S 1
35

HE
N 

30
4

HE
N 

30
2

FH
 10

1
JO

UR
 10

4
ED

S 1
31

HL
 30

2
HL

 30
5

BA
 10

9
BA

 25
8

HL
 32

5
BI

N 
32

6
ST

C 1
35

SS
 31

2
BA

 33
8

SS
 31

3
HL

 30
6

BA
 34

6
BA

 24
3

AR
T 1

11
BA

 25
7

BA
 24

5
HL

 20
3

SS
 12

4
BI

N 
32

9
SS

 30
9

HL
 20

1
BA

 10
6

BA
 34

0
BA

 22
1

AG
IT 

23
8

ST
C 1

27
PA

C 1
12

SS
 14

3
BA

 24
4

BI
N 

33
0

SS
 15

0
AG

IT 
25

5
BA

 25
6

SS
 31

0
SS

 13
4

JO
UR

 12
9

HE
N 

20
6

SS
 14

1
HE

N 
20

7
ST

C 1
22

W
TF

A 2
07

ST
C 1

23
BI

N 
30

1

Av
er

ag
e W

ee
kl

y R
oo

m
 H

ou
rs

Average Classroom Utilization

Average Weekly Classroom Utilization is 23 hours.  Target Utilization is 
a minimum of 38 hours pds/wk. Three classrooms are being scheduled 
over 38 pds/wk.  All three of these occur in different buildings, WTFA, 
STC, and BIN.  The highest utilization occurs in BIN 301.
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Class Laboratories (210s)
There are currently 36 class laboratories on-line at A&M-Commerce 
according to the inventory.   They are being scheduled at an average 
of 16 periods per week. 

The fill ratio of class labs is very high at 74%.  Out of 36 class labs, 2 are 
over 100% full.  Overall utilization is 28% with the gymnasium having 
the lowest utilization at 5%.  The EDS Building has the second lowest 
utilization at 8%. 

Low utilization of lab spaces is sometimes related to the nature of their 
specialized functions.  High utilization and fill rates in class labs may 
indicate the need for additional class laboratories. 

The table below show class laboratories utilization organized by lowest 
to highest average weekly room hours.
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Average Class Lab Utilization

Average weekly class laboratory utilization is 16 hours.  Target 
utilization is 25 hours. Five class labs are being scheduled over 25 
pds/wk.  Three of these occur in the STC building while the other 
two occur in the ART and AGIT building.  The highest utilization 
occurs in STC 301.
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Space Requests and Projections
Enrollment thresholds were established for use in this project. The 
thresholds used in this project were: 

 � Fall 2012 Actual Enrollment

 � 15,000 Total Enrollment

 � 20,000 Total Enrollment

 � 25,000 Total Enrollment

Departmental Questionnaires
Questionnaires and space spreadsheets were sent out to all academic 
and non-academic department heads to gather information on space 
needs.  Space requests were made for immediate need and five year 
need.

Approximately 112,560 ASF of additional space is requested by academic 
departments to meet their current needs.  Non-academic departments 
request an additional 58,735 ASF to meet their current needs.  To meet 
five year need, academic departments requested an additional 102,450 
ASF and non-academic departments 75,755 GSF.  The additional aca-
demic space need includes a recommendation for 33,000 ASF of class-
room space.  These space requests represent a space growth of 43% of 
Academic Space and 34% of Non-Academic Space from existing space 
to five year need. 

Space requests were validated by the THECB space projection model.  
Space requests and projections were then incorporated into the pro-
posed building blocks.

 

Total Campus Total Existing Area
Current Need 5 Year Need Total Current + Future Need  

Difference 
(Sq/Ft)

Total Area Difference 
(Sq/Ft)

Total Area Difference 
(Sq/Ft)(Sq/Ft) (Sq/Ft)

Academic Spaces 426,542 539,102 112,560 608,552 69,450 182,010

Non-Academic Spaces 390,736 448,951 58,735 524,706 75,755 134,490

Classroom Spaces (100s) 79,303 112,303 33,000 33,000

Total 896,581 988,053 171,295 1,245,561 178,205 349,500
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The boxes below are in proportion to each other.

 

Please Note: General classroom space has been factored into 
requested space separately.  This also does not reflect the need to 
replace existing space which has severe qualitative and functional 
inadequacy.  While current ASF may be of sufficient quantity, it is not 
of sufficient quality.

Academic Space Needs Total Existing Area

Current Need 5 Year Need Total Current + Future 
Need  Difference 

(Sq/Ft)
Total Area Difference 

(Sq/Ft)

Total Area Difference
(Sq/Ft)(Sq/Ft) (Sq/Ft)

Academic Spaces 426,542 539,102 112,560 608,552 69,450 182,010

Classroom Spaces (100s) 79,303 112,303 33,000 33,000

Total 505,845 539,102 112,560 720,855 102,450 215,010

Requested Space - Academic 

3 

112,560 ASF is being requested in 
current needed  additional spaces.  

PLEASE NOTE: 
General classroom space has been 

factored into requested space 
separately. 

This also does not reflect the need 
to replace existing space which 

has severe qualitative and 
functional inadequacy.   

While current ASF may be of 
sufficient quantity, it is not of 

sufficient quality. 

Needed Space: 112,303 ASF 

Classroom  
Space 

Current Space: 79,303 ASF 

Academic 
Space 

Current Needed Space: 539,102 ASF (Difference of 112,560) 

Current Space: 426,542 ASF 

Future Needed Space: 608,552 ASF (Difference of 69,450 ASF) 
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The boxes below are in proportion to each other.

58,735 ASF of additional space is being requested to 
meet current need. 

Requested Space – Non-Academic 

4 

58,735 ASF is being requested in 
current needed  additional spaces.  

Non-Academic 
Space 

Current Needed Space: 448,951 ASF (Difference of 58,735 ASF) 

Future Needed Space: 524,706 ASF (Difference of 75,755 ASF) 

Current Space: 390,736 ASF 

Non-Academic
Space Needs

Total Existing Area

Current Need 5 Year Need Total Current + Future 
Need  Difference 

(Sq/Ft)
Total Area Difference 

(Sq/Ft)

Total Area Difference 
(Sq/Ft)(Sq/Ft) (Sq/Ft)

Totals 390,736 448,951 58,735 524,706 75,755 134,490
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Projected Space Needs - THECB
The THECB space projection models were used to predict space needs 
for A&M-Commerce.  

In addition to the space estimates projected using the THECB models, 
basic space projections were calculated for parking, student housing, 
and recreational space needs.

THECB Predicted vs. Requested E&G Space - Fall 2011
Comparing the departments’ current Educational and General space 
requests to the THECB’s space predictions shows the academic space 
requests are modest. They are within 6.4% of the THECB’s calculations.  
In contrast, when comparing existing space to request space to meet 
current need, the difference is 31%

THECB Space Projections

The table below was created by looking at averages of existing THECB 
space projections and applying those averages to the designated enroll-
ment thresholds.  The enrollment thresholds were designated as 15,000, 
20,000, and 25,000 enrollments

Current Enrollment Space Projections  
(ASF THECB Predicted Average of Similar Sized Institutions)

Space Type
Existing 

(Fall 2011)
THECB Predicted 

(Fall 2011)
Requested 

(Current Need)

% Change Between 
Existing &  

Requested (Current)

Teaching 262,951 349,361 392,521 49%

Research 17,215 22,149 40,615 136%

Office 212,478 218,704 246,993 16%

Library 105,077 131,552 109,597 4%

Support 45,207 64,959 51,157 13%

Total 642,928 786,725 840,883 31%
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Based on the averages methodology, A&M-Commerce will require just 
over 2.1 million assignable square feet of Five Factor E&G space when 
they reach the 25,000 enrollment mark.  

Additional Space Projections
In addition to the THECB space projections, parking, recreation, and 
residence hall space needs were examined. 

Parking - Main Campus Only

Student Enrollment
Number of Parking 

Spaces Needed
Square Footage Required

Approximate Acres 
Required

Existing Fall 2011 Enrollment 3,147 

Projected Fall 2011 Enrollment 4,792 1,557,466 36 

15,000 Enrollment 6,189 2,011,565 46 

20,000 Enrollment 7,863 2,555,473 59 

25,000 Enrollment 9,366 3,043,984 70 

Recreation
Recreational Space Need

Student Enrollment NIRSA Calculations (ASF) NIRSA Calculations (GSF)

Projected Fall 2011 - 10,726 1,499,232 2,023,963 

15,000 2,016,242 2,721,927 

20,000 2,055,933 2,775,510 

25,000 2,584,468 3,489,032 

Note: 65% Net to Gross ratio was used to calculate GSF

The THECB Model examines E&G space.  Using the 
averages of similar sized institutions, the university 
will need approximately 1,480,000 ASF of additional 
space to accommodate 25,000 students.

At 25,000 enrollment, with a residential student 
population, the university will need approximately 
6,220 new parking spaces.

Future Enrollment Space Projections 
(Using THECB Predicted Average of Similar Sized Institutions)

Space Type
Existing  

(Fall 2011)

THECB 
Predicted 

(Fall 2011)

THECB Average 
(Fall 2011)

THECB 
Average 
(15,000)

THECB 
Average 
(20,000)

THECB 
Average 
(25,000)

Teaching 262,951 349,361 383,116 535,777 714,369 892,961 

Research 17,215 22,149 56,709 79,306 105,741 132,177 

Office 212,478 218,704 268,572 375,590 500,786 625,983 

Library 105,077 131,552 127,217 177,909 237,212 296,515 

Support 45,207 64,959 75,205 105,172 140,230 175,287 

Total ASF 642,928 786,725 910,819 1,273,754 1,698,338 2,122,923 

Total GSF 989,120 1,210,346 1,401,260 1,959,621 2,612,828 3,266,035 
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Residence Halls

Several options for the number of residence hall beds needed on campus 
were explored. 

During data collection, the administration stated a 
goal of housing 3,000 students on campus. A univer-
sity moves from being considered a commuter campus 
to a residential campus when 25% or more of their 
students are housed on campus.  At 3,000 beds, the 
University will fall below this percentage. 
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Building Blocks
The building blocks identify projects currently in development, as well 
as possible projects for the future. The funding stream will influence 
when these projects are constructed and the priority.

Additional renovation and reorganization of existing spaces as new 
facilities are built will serve to greatly alleviate many of the  space issues 
identified on campus.  Moving forward, priorities for the funding and 
phasing of new buildings will need to be determined by the University 
based on their academic and strategic plans, as well as funding.

Short-Term

Medium-Term

Long-Term

General Academic Building A
• Includes large, 

interdisciplinary, state-of-
the-art classrooms (100s).

Arena/Event Center 

• A new home for the Athletics 
Department with additional 
meeting rooms included 
(300).

• This would present an 
opportunity to renovate 
the existing Athletics space 
for Health and Human 
Performance.

New Nursing Building

Science Building Addition
• Includes research labs and 

offi  ces (200s & 300s).

Farm Building 
Improvements

• Improvements to farm 
buildings or adding new farm 
buildings.

Housing
• Residence Hall project 

currently under construction 
results in approximately 
2,500/2,600 beds

• Housing C (550 beds equals 
3,000 beds; at 15,000 
enrollment results in 20% of 
students on campus)

New Library 
• Renovation of old library 

space for a learning 
commons/tutoring center 
& classroom space (100s & 
400s)

Student Center Expansion

Housing D 
• 550 beds in Housing C would 

equal 3,500 total beds; at 
15,000 enrollment results 
in 23.5% of students on 
campus.

Recreation Center 
Expansion

New Stadium Construction
• Includes the demolition of 

the existing stadium.

New Student Services 
Building

• Includes “One-Stop” Concept 
for Students

General Academic Building B
• Includes classrooms and 

class laboratories with offi  ces 
(100s, 200s, & 300s)

Conference Center

Police Headquarters and 
Warehouse Space

Housing E 
• 500 bed in Housing D would 

equal 4,000 total beds; at 
20,000 enrollment results in 
20% of students on campus.

Housing
• Additional Housing is 

required to reach 25% of 
students living on campus

• In order to not be considered 
a commuter school, 25% of 
students must be living on 
campus.

THECB projects a need for 86,410 
ASF of additional Teaching space and 
6,226 ASF of additional Office Space.

THECB projects a need for 365,008 ASF of 
additional Teaching space and 232,214 ASF of 
additional Office Space.  There is also a need for 
132,135 of Library Space
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This master plan document features an implementation strategy (an 
action plan) which manages growth and physical change on campus 
in four five-year increments from 2013 to 2032. In each five year period, 
the plan illustrates building demolition, new building construction, 
significant renovations, infrastructure development and elements of 
site enhancement and outlines the estimated costs for each initiative. 
A modest amount of additional land must be acquired to accomplish 
the plan, and those properties are identified. By 2032, Texas A&M-
Commerce will have increased the total square footage of buildings on 
campus by more than one million GSF to serve a student enrollment 
of approximately 25,000.

Several elements of the master plan should be considered as the primary 
objectives and priorities:

 � The plan proposes the creation of “The Great Lawn”. This central open    
space will become the signature attribute of the campus, around 
which the most important old and new structures are arranged, 
and which will be the most cherished and memorable focus of 
student life.

 � The plan proposes the restoration and enhancement of the historic 
eastern (Education Drive) entrance to the campus, with loving res-
toration of several heritage buildings and providing an important  
psychological and physical connection to the charming small town 
character of Commerce.

 � The plan creates an appropriate center for the Athletic Department 
through the phased reconstruction of the stadium and the addition 
of a multi-purpose special events center. These new facilities will 
be a source of pride, a major contribution to campus spirit, a link 
between town and gown and will contribute mightily to recruitment 
of new students at large.

 � The plan proposes to re-purpose the “West Campus” by turning 
the focus of the property west of Highway 24 into active recre-
ational uses and overflow parking, connected by a shuttle system 
for improved safety.

 � The plan illustrates the completion of a major on-campus housing 
initiative through construction of approximately  2,500 beds in a 
district along Neal Street in the southern part of the core campus.





Tab II



 Campus Master Plan
 Texas A&M University-Commerce
 Page 2.1

Chapter 2  The Planning Process

FF Planning of Dallas was engaged by Texas A&M-Commerce 
and the Texas A&M University System Office of Facility 
Planning and Construction to serve as the prime consultant 
for the Master Plan. The GFF Planning team was R. Lawrence 

Good, FAIA, AICP, LEED AP, Bryce A. Weigand, FAIA, Brian E. Moore, AICP 
and Jonathan P. Rollins, AIA. In turn, GFF was supported by a large multi-
disciplinary team of sub-consultants.

Facility Programming & Consulting Facility Programming

Pacheco-Koch Civil Engineering

Newman-Jackson-Bieberstein Landscape Architecture

DeShazo Group Traffic Engineering

Purdy McGuire, Inc. MEP Engineering

Datacom Design Group AV/IT/Security Consultant

Construction Cost Systems Cost Estimating

FocusEGD Environmental Graphics

Phases of the Master Plan Process
This Campus Master Plan is the result of a rigorous planning process 
spanning four distinctive phases of activity over nine months duration, 
beginning in late-July of 2012 and complete at the end of April, 2013. 
The phases of work and tasks accomplished flowed as follows:

Phase 1 - Data Gathering
 � Kickoff and mobilization meeting.

 � Tours of campus buildings and grounds.

 � Collection and review of statistical information and information 
from previous studies.

 � Workshops conducted with campus leadership and City of Commerce 
staff.

 � Prepared and distributed questionnaires to obtain an understanding 
of needs and wants from academic departments and non-academic 
entities.

Phase 2 - Analysis
 � Prepared analysis of maps regarding physical conditions on campus 

(land use, open space, pedestrian and vehicular networks, parking, 
visual characteristics, etc.).

 � Prepared enrollment projections, space utilization study and future 
space projections in accordance with THECB processes.

G
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 � Assessed the physical condition of existing building and campus 
infrastructure.

 � Established “building blocks” for future campus development 
initiatives.

Phase 3 - Analysis
 � Converted space projections and programmatic building blocks 

into specific construction initiatives.

 � Prepared phased campus development plans in 5-year increments 
to establish locations and extents of new projects.

 � Mapped infrastructure developments such as road network, parking, 
pedestrianways, gathering spaces and utility service in support of 
new building construction.

 � Developed GIS mapping of campus improvements for the benefit 
of facilties management on campus.

 � Continued interaction with campus representatives for review of 
master plan progress.

Phase 4 - Plan Refinement and Final Recommendations
 � Applied construction cost estimates to each component of future 

campus development.

 � Recommended enhancements and actions related to the voice and 
data infrastructure on campus.

 � Refined master plan content in preparation of final recommenda-
tions and report.
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Chapter 3  Existing Conditions  

A Capsule History of the University
Texas A&M University–Commerce has been a member of the Texas 
A&M University system since 1996.  With now over 12,000 students 
at its main campus and several satellite campuses, it is the second 
largest university within the TAMU system and the fifth oldest public 
university in Texas.  

The school began in the small northeast Texas community of Cooper, 
being founded by William Leonidas Mayo in 1889 as the East Texas 
Normal College—a private teachers’ college in connection with the 
Cooper public schools system, of which Mayo was its superintendent.  
When this small college was destroyed by fire in 1894 Mayo moved the 
institution to its current location in Commerce, Texas—a mere 16 miles 
southwest.  Commerce, though not the county seat, was larger than 
Cooper and directly accessible by rail—an important factor at the 
time.  By 1917 the school had grown to an enrollment of almost 2,000 
students, with most of the curriculum being focused on the education 
of rural schoolteachers.  

“There is a fundamental difference between a school of instruction 
and a school of education. The ‘lecture system’ of universities is a 
system of instruction. The pupil sits at the feet of the instructor and 
accepts without thought or question, everything that is said. He takes 
notes on the lecture, then goes to his room and memorizes them. 
He learns to follow, not to lead; to accept the opinions of others, not 
to think for himself; to read the results of their investigations, not to 
make these investigations for himself. Such is not education. It has 
been designated cramming. It stupefies rather than develops power. 
The normal college reverses this plan.” --William Leonidas Mayo

In an effort to ensure the long-term stability of the institution, Mayo 
began to lobby for an appropriation from the Texas State Legislature to 
purchase the college, causing it be part of the state system.  In 1917, the 
Texas House of Representatives passed the bill that appropriated the 
proper funds.  While walking back to the college from the telegraph 
office, he suffered a heart attack and died a few minutes later in 
the school’s administration building.  The school’s athletic program 
retained the name the Lions in honor of Mayo and his tireless efforts 
to increase the stature of the school.  

With the purchase of the college by the state the school changed 
its name to East Texas State Normal College.  Later, in 1923 and in 
recognition of the school’s strong reputation in preparing future 
teachers, it changed its name to East Texas State Teachers College.  
The name East Texas was retained due to the fact that the state 
already had names for schools with the other three cardinal points 
in them.  The school changed names again in 1957 after being 
recognized for broadening its breadth of education curriculum to 
that of predominantly teacher education and was named East Texas 
State College.  Upon the introduction of a doctoral program in 1962 
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the college was declared a university and retained this name for the 
next 34 years.  

The university entered a new period in its evolution when in 1996 it 
was brought under the Texas A&M University system and was named 
Texas A&M University – Commerce as a way of honoring the small city 
it grew from.  The branch of ETSU located in Texarkana was renamed 
Texas A&M University – Texarkana.  During the past 17 years the school 
has grown both in stature and in student population, expanding 
its foundations in teaching education to include agriculture, 
science, engineering as well as a strong program in music and the 
arts.  The university now has a presence with satellite campuses in 
downtown Dallas, Rockwall, Mesquite and Midlothian.  In 1999, it 
began a partnership with Navarro College offering graduate and 
undergraduate courses and degrees on Navarro’s Corsicana, Texas 
campus.  

The University in the Commerce Context
The University, sitting in the heart of the City of Commerce, is located 
approximately 60 miles northeast of downtown Dallas via Interstate 
30 and Texas State Highway 24.  A four lane divided thoroughfare, 
Highway 24 connects Commerce to Paris, Texas 40 miles to the 
north and to Greenville, Texas and Interstate 30 to the south.  Being 
in the heart of the city of Commerce, the University benefits from 
an extensive roadway infrastructure already in place as well as the 
synergy of being a mid-sized university in a small city. 

Commerce is a city of around 9,000 persons, with a rich combination 
of small town life combined with its nearness to the nation’s fourth 
largest metropolitan area.  Commerce is in Hunt County, with Greenville 
being the county seat located just 14 miles to the southwest.  Among 
the city of Commerce’s roughly 4,500 total acres of incorporated 
land, the University comprises about 19%.  Likewise, of the area that 
includes the heart of the city, the campus core of the university makes 
up a sizeable 15%.  This percentage shows the significant impact the 
University has not only on the physical imprint of the city, but also the 
energy imbued from the student and faculty population on the city’s 
agricultural heritage.  The physical relationship of the campus core to 
downtown Commerce is convenient, being only two-thirds of a mile 
from each other as the crow flies from Ferguson Hall to Downtown 
Square, with Live Oak Street and Washington Street being the primary 
vehicular connectors.  

The university plays a large role in the functionality of the city of 
Commerce.  Though the downtown area was once a thriving heart of 
substantial agricultural and commercial activity, Downtown Square 
and its connecting streets are now largely quiet and somewhat 
neglected.  A vibrant exception is the annual Bois d’Arc Bash festival 
in recognition of Commerce’s claim to fame as being the “Bois d’Arc 
Capital of Texas”.  It’s held each September in and around Downtown 
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Square.  The center of the university campus core is undeniably 
the Sam Rayburn Student Center.  Within this facility resides ample 
social and reading spaces, cafes and other passive amenities.  For 
recreation the Jerry D. Morris Recreation Center is open for use by 
students and faculty as well as the community.  Within the campus 
core resides a new outdoor amphitheater space, which is open to the 
public.  Likewise, there are multiple intramural fields and the sizeable 
Memorial Stadium that are consistently used and are not closed to 
public use; in fact, the Commerce Tigers continue to use the stadium 
for high school football games.

A major challenge to both the University and city alike will be to 
attract future students and faculty to live within the confines of the 
Commerce city limits.  While the student and faculty population at 
A&M Commerce has been steadily growing over the past several years, 
the City’s population has been fairly stagnant or in a state of decline 
for the past several decades.  Being predominantly a small farming 
community in a rural setting and not being considered a satellite 
bedroom community for the Dallas metro area, the city’s housing and 
service inventory has not been a significant draw in attracting either 
off campus students or faculty to retain them within the city limits.  
Nearby cities such as Rockwall, Greenville and Royse City currently 
serve this function more sufficiently than Commerce due to the level 
of services and housing opportunities accommodated there.  

Description of A&M Commerce Real Estate

Campus Core

Approximately thirteen properties of varying size make up the roughly 
130 acres of the University known as the Campus Core.  The campus 
core is bounded west to east by Texas State Highway 24 and Monroe 
Street, and north to south by Live Oak Street and Culver Street, with 
the addition of a small parcel located at the intersection of Monroe 
Street and Education Drive.  The campus lies about two-thirds of a 
mile southwest of downtown Commerce and is adjacent to much of 
the newer commercial development in the city.  Fifty-four buildings 
reside on this property, roughly divided into sectors--Residential, 
Academic, Student Services, Athletic and Recreation.  

The historic entrance to the Campus Core is from Monroe Street onto 
Education Drive, while the more popular entrance comes from Highway 
24 onto University Drive.  Other key entries are from Live Oak Street onto 
W. Neal Street, from Culver Street onto W. Neal Street, and from Monroe 
Street onto Stonewall Street and Lee Street. Most all parking for the 
campus is accessed from these streets, with the predominance of the 
parking located on Lee Street and Stonewall Street.  

Green spaces for both passive and active recreation in the campus 
core are relatively few and somewhat small; this is compensated 
by many smaller spaces being fairly evenly spread throughout the 

The Texas A&M Commerce Campus in 2013



Campus Master Plan 
Texas A&M University-Commerce 
Page 3.4

campus.  The most utilized space is the recently constructed plaza and 
outdoor amphitheater north of the McDowell Building.  Gee Lake is 
a prominent large water feature on campus, having a prime location 
near the University Drive entry.  

The Farm Properties

The farm properties directly south of the campus core along State 
Highway 50 include roughly 1,640 acres of prime farmland that make 
up one of the largest collections of acreage in the Texas public higher 
education system.  The majority of this acreage consists of pasture 
and grazing lands amid rolling hills and open prairie.  Though the 
properties as a whole have been utilized for multiple purposes over 
the past 50 years, the maintenance and preservation of these lands 
have allowed for a very naturalized and lightly treaded outward 
appearance. 

Tract A (The Farm)

The properties are divided into seven distinctly identifiable tracts—
separated by either Highway 50 or other minor farm to market roads.  
Starting from the furthest tract from the campus core, the property 
known as the Farm lies along the west side of Highway 50 about 6.5 
miles south of Commerce and the campus core.  At 586 acres, it is the 
largest tract and bounded by the highway to the east, fence lines to 
the south and west and a heavily wooded branch of the South Sulfur 
River to the north.  This tract has four main entrances to the property 
from Highway 50 and incorporates the most ranch uses and education 
functions for the University.  Near the center of the tract is the new 
centerpiece of the school’s equine program—a 40,000 sf open air 
equine pavilion and practice facility.  Constructed in early 2012, it is 
intended for shows that are sponsored by either the University or 
private entities, as well as for private events for rent.  Nearest the rodeo 
are two equine sheds with pens for horses and areas for hay storage.  

As with the equine pavilion, which is expected to generate revenue 
from various events throughout the year, all programs on the farm 
currently generate revenue and must do so in order to remain viable.  
Most revenue is generated through the raising and selling of cattle, 
horses and swine, with a primary focus on genetic improvement of 
specific breeds.  The Farm has roughly 135 cattle on the premises.  

Directly south of the equine pavilion building lay two horse barns—
one for hay storage, while the other serves as the Equine Breeding 
Barn.  A series of individual plots of land separated by fencing comprise 
the south quadrant and encompass about a third of the overall tract.  
These plots consist of mostly hay and open pasture on flat terrain, 
with occasional clusters of trees and storage ponds.  Near the Equine 
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Breeding Barn is another small hay storage barn.  

North of the equine pavilion and adjacent to the highway are several 
outdoor pens for bulls and studs as well as a mechanical repair shop 
near one of the Farm’s four entrances.  Due west of the pens is an open 
pasture, a large cluster of trees and a hay pasture.  Along the westerly 
perimeter is an overgrown pecan orchard, with portions of its northwest 
corner occasionally holding water due to its proximity to the river.  

Near the northern entry to the Farm resides the greenhouse and 
agronomy lab buildings, which are not used for University courses; 
rather, they are used mostly by Texas A&M’s Agrilife program.  An 
outdoor plot for research is also nearby.  The areas immediately west 
and north of this building are used for cattle grazing and cultivating 
hay, coupled with a livestock/cattle barn.  The furthest north portion 
of the tract is subject to occasional flooding and is used for the 
cultivation of wheat, ryegrass and pasture lands.  

Tract B

Along the east side of Highway 50 and due east of the larger Farm 
tract is a 137.7 acre piece that is complementary to many of the uses 
on the Farm.  The Farm’s main offices and classroom is located at the 
main entrance, with a dairy shop and equine storage building directly 
behind.  Along Highway 50 are several research paddocks for goats.  
A fence running east/west through the entire tract separates grazing 
pastures in roughly two equal pieces for goats and cattle.

Tract C

Residing on a separate tract of land, but geographically contiguous 
with the larger tract to the north, the 10.7 acre Blueberry Farm sits due 
south of the Farm’s main office and is used for vegetable cultivation.  
On the property sits a small house that in years’ past has been rented 
out to students.  The University intends to use the property as a pecan 
orchard and for blackberry cultivation.   

Tracts D & E

Continuing north along State Highway 50 are two additional tracts.  
The tract on the east side of the highway is 379 acres in size and is 
broken into several functional pieces.  In the southerly portion of the 
tract bounded by Charity Road to the north, the western half is used 
for the cultivation of hay and for cattle grazing, while the eastern half 
is overgrown and prone to periodic flooding.  Nearing the campus 
core, but still along Highway 50 sits the northern half of Tract D with 
multiple uses.  Bounded by Charity Road to the south and east and 
a single family enclave in the northeast, this tract is used mostly for 
cattle grazing, but resides the University’s President’s House.  Furthest 
north of the tract along Culver Street sits the University’s service and 
maintenance facility as well as Whitley Tower and adjacent surface 
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parking.  Located at the hard corner of State Highway 50 and Culver 
Street is a roughly 8 acre parcel of land that is immediately adjacent 
to Whitley Tower.  This parcel has been suggested by the University as 
an ideal location for commercial development that capitalizes on both 
its location as a gateway to the city, as well as its proximity to the new 
student housing sector of the campus core.  

Tract E on the west side of the highway is 44.9 acres and functions as 
the University’s wetlands research laboratory.  

Tract F

Crossing State Highway 50 again and comprising the southwest 
corner of the highway and Culver Street resides a 199.3 acre tract of 
land.  Commercial development occupies the near hard corner, with 
Lone Star Eatery along the highway and the Azul Hotel (formerly 
Holiday Inn) back in the rear.  A Wal-Mart SuperCenter utilizes the 
remaining land near the hard corner.  Immediately south and west 
of the commercial development is about 80 acres encompassing an 
area with heavy forestland.  The remaining land behind the forest are 
several fenced parcels—one used for cattle grazing, one intended to 
be used as a hay pasture and another currently being used for such.   

Tract G (West Campus)

Encompassing 272.9 acres at the northwest corner of Culver Street 
and State Highway 50, the large tract of land located due west of 
the campus core serves many functions for the university and can 
be divided into three essential components.  Immediately along the 
highway at the hard corner resides the Commerce Children’s Center-
-a child day care facility focused on care for ages 6 weeks to 6 years.  
A passive open space sits directly behind the field that includes a 
small creek running north/south.  North of the day care is the city’s 
Northeast Texas Children’s Museum, which opened in 2002 and 
located in the university’s Watson Center Building.  A parking lot sits 
roughly between it and the Children’s Center.  North of the museum 
and comprising the northeast corner of the tract are two of the 
university’s older dormitory complexes--Berry and Smith Halls, with 
the former being a series of multiple buildings, while the latter being 
a single building.  

The middle portion of the tract includes the university’s large 
intramurals and competition fields.  The intramurals fields comprise 
a complex of four baseball and softball fields.  The competition fields 
in the north of the tract are home to the field events for the track and 
field program, while the south portion includes both a competition 
level soccer field and various multi-purpose fields with a surface 
parking lot next door that serves all of the tract’s playing fields.  

The middle portion of the tract has been maintained in a more 
naturalized setting and includes amongst rolling hills and heavy 
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forest the University’s Adventure Base Experience (ABE) program.  
This program is aimed at team building and leadership development 
that includes a variety of outdoor obstacles such as a climbing and 
rappelling wall and a zip line, as well as a campground with gear 
center for overnighters.  Participants of the program have been both 
through the university and private corporate entities.

The far west portion of the tract is dedicated to the recently built 
Commerce High School.  Resting on approximately 87 acres, this 
campus includes a wide range of academic and athletic facilities, 
including a football stadium and track, a practice field, tennis courts 
and a baseball/softball complex.  

Tract H

Located on a 9.0 acre tract south of Culver Street and west of Monroe 
Street, this slender piece of land is nestled between two single family 
residential subdivisions.  A majority of the land is vacant, while the far 
southern portion is occupied by three water treatment coagulation 
silos that serve the University.

Land Use  
The campus core of the University has over 50 buildings spread 
evenly across its roughly 130 acres. The building uses are conveniently 
aggregated into sectors, which aids in orienting visitors.  The center of 
the campus core is identified approximately by the perimeters of Lee 
Street and Cooper Street in the north and south, and with Highway 24 
and Monroe Street to the west and east respectively.  Within this area 
are located most of the older academic and student services buildings; 
it is also the historical heart of campus.  This is logically where one 
experiences the most campus-like feel—many buildings are small in 
size in comparison to current norm, are more ornamented than their 
modern counterparts and are graced with mature trees nearby.  A 
minimal number of new structures have been constructed within this 
area over the past several years, leaving the center of campus occupied 
with a varied mix of both new and mature structures.  Structures in 
this area with non-academic or student service uses are six sorority 
houses along Education Drive, a Sigma Chi House on Lee Street and 
an honors dormitory on Monroe Street.  

This area is also where most of the open spaces are located.  The two 
most notable are Gee Lake along Highway 24 and the large green 
lawn along the south edge of Education Drive.  All other open spaces 
within the center of the campus core are fairly small and double as 
pedestrian ways connecting to other parts of the campus core.  

The northern portion of the campus core, which extends from Lee 
Street to Live Oak Street, is dominated by the University’s athletic 
facilities.  These include some of the largest and oldest structures on 
campus—the Memorial Stadium with adjoining track, lockers and 
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concession building, University Fieldhouse and Whitley Gymnasium.  

The southern portion of the campus core is dedicated almost 
exclusively to student housing.  Over the past five years several older 
2-story dormitories have been demolished to make room for the 
new student housing located at the hard corner of Culver Street and 
Highway 24.  This large 3-story building is Phase 1 of an ambitious plan 
to transform the southern portion of campus.  Phase 2, which will 
reside due east of Phase 1, is currently under construction.  Phases 3 
and 4 will occupy land north to Walnut Street.  At the intersection of 
Walnut Street and Highway 24 is the Morris Recreation Center, which is 
the only non-housing building use in the southern portion of campus.
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Campus Site Analysis

Visual Characteristics

As depicted on the Visual Characteristics map, a close inspection 
while walking the campus core provides the observer several key 
attributes and characteristics that become readily apparent.  As with 
most university campuses the campus core of the University as a 
“place” that both students and faculty want to inhabit can be clearly 
identified.  The portion that best exemplifies this sense of “place” is 
the portion that falls along and adjacent to the dual east/west axis 
of University Drive and Education Drive from Texas Highway 24 and 
Monroe Street.  Within this zone is the portion of campus that feels the 
most comfortable and satisfying for pedestrians.  

Along the two axes is the historically oldest portion of campus.  
The buildings in this vicinity tend to be smaller in size and very 
people-oriented—meaning ample windows at ground level, rich 
ornamentation and covered porticos for walking while sheltered from 
the elements.  Older buildings that best imbue these features are 
Ferguson Hall, Binnion Hall and the Art Building.  Other buildings that 
are newer to the campus, but still have characterful elevations that are 
pleasing to look at are the Student Center, Science Building and Music 
Building.  

Also within this portion of campus with a strong campus-like feel 
are the existing green spaces.  Well defined spaces, whether they are 
used for passive or active recreation, are what draw people together-
-the heart of campus is endowed with several spaces that fit this 
need. At the physical center of campus is the green space between 
the Engineering Building and the Wathena Temple Building.  Though 
this space is small, it is centrally located and is situated at a crossroads 
for pedestrians traveling throughout the campus core.  Other spaces 
of note are the two open areas that help to mark the main entries to 
campus—Gee Lake along University Drive and the green lawn with 
the sizeable Bur Oak in front of the Hall of Languages along Education 
Drive.  Recent additions such as the tiered amphitheater space have 
promoted a great deal of observed interaction among students on 
campus and should be considered a model for future development.  

Pedestrian linkages throughout the campus core are an ideal way to 
unify a relatively large campus into a cohesive whole.  Improvements 
have been made recently to make the campus core more pedestrian-
friendly.  A series of pedestrian-only pathways have been added 
throughout the core that contributes to the connection of various 
portions of the campus together.  Improvements made as of 2013 have 
included generously sized walks over half a mile in total length—
some serving as both walks and as fire lanes. An expanded network 
of pedestrian walks throughout the campus is essential to improving 
both the pedestrian connectivity of the campus as well as the first 
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impressions of visitors to the University.  The area on campus that 
should serve as the greatest inspiration is the improvements located 
between the McDowell Building and the Library, as well as the intimate 
outdoor pedestrian ways between the Library and the Halladay and 
Young Buildings.  

The areas that are outside the bounds of the campus core’s strong 
sense of “place” have a tendency to have a poor campus-like feel and 
are typically characterized by large surface parking lots.  Their outer 
perimeters and spaces are frequently not pedestrian-friendly and 
may convey the perception as being unsafe during the evenings.  In 
the northern portion of the campus core that characterizes these 
characteristics are the surface parking lots along Lee and W. Neal 
Streets.  Though these lots are not especially large in size, they are 
not adorned with well landscaped parking islands and have poor 
pedestrian connectivity.  Likewise, the perimeter sidewalks adjacent 
to these lots are in generally poor condition, are narrow in width and 
provide minimal shade in the form of street trees.  

In the southern portion of the campus core the same can be said 
regarding the parking lots—only here the lots are larger in size.  
Specifically, the large parking area and open space between Highway 
24 and the Science Building is considerable in size and has virtually no 
sense of visual relief for pedestrians and drivers alike from the lack of 
landscape features in the parking field.  This is the largest parking field 
on campus and is a stark contrast to Gee Lake to the north.  Further 
to the south, the open green space between the Morris Recreation 
Center and the Lion’s Pride apartment complex is an awkwardly sized 
space situated between two uses that have little relationship to one 
another.  Likewise, the wide concrete pedestrian way that traverses 
north/south through this green space leading towards the student 
housing in the far south of the campus core terminates abruptly 
without reaching its destination.  This should be partly resolved with 
the addition of later phases planned for student housing.  

The far southeastern portion of the campus core is identified by 
large surface parking lots that serve as a buffer between the campus 
proper and the mature single family neighborhood immediately 
nearby.  These parking lots are typically characterized by having 
minimal landscaping and poor pedestrian features, such as wide 
sidewalks, street trees for shade and well defined crosswalks.  These 
lots serve as the outer perimeter of the campus.  As they are currently 
configured, though they function adequately, they promote a feeling 
of remoteness and provide a poor sense of definition to the edge of 
campus. 
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Pedestrian Circulation  

The University has successfully used design elements from the original 
master plan to create unified pedestrian connections throughout the 
heart of the campus.  These enhanced walks include items such as:

 � Decorative Paving

 � Lighting

 � Signage and Wayfinding

 � Benches

 � Trash Receptacles

 � Ash Pans

 � Decorative Planers

 � Tree Gates

 � Sculptural Elements

The current pedestrian circulation system evolved from the original 
City street grid system.  The core of this grid is an east-west connection 
from the McDowell Administration Building to the Journalism Building 
with connector paths running north and south.  There are several 
east-west enhanced walks that connect buildings and gathering 
spaces.  For example, these enhanced, secondary paths connect the 
Music Building to the amphitheater and the Performing Arts Building 
to the Student Center.  This enhanced pedestrian walk concept has 
not yet been extended to the outer edges of the campus.  Many of 
the existing sidewalks along the campus edge and in the rights-of-
way remain narrow, are in poor condition and do not contain these 
enhanced circulation elements.  In order to unify the campus and 
create a distinctive campus edge, careful design considerations 
should be made to extend these enhanced walks throughout the site.  
This is especially important to connect the remote parking lots to the 
heart of the campus.  This would reinforce the creation of a sense of 
place and provide enhanced pedestrian security.

Recreation & Open Space

TAMU - Commerce has an extensive amount of green space due to the 
low building density on the overall campus.  This is especially inviting 
as an academic destination for prospective students in this rural Texas 
community who would prefer a pastoral setting to a dense, urban campus.

There are two different types of uses for these abundant green spaces:

 � Structure Open Space

 �    Competition

 �     Intramural

 � Passive Open Space for Unstructured Activities
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The first structured open space type is used for competition sports.  
This refers to NCAA Division II sports fields such as the football field 
and the soccer fields or any other facility supporting men’s or women’s 
competitive NCAA sports.  These sports fields are not typically used by 
the student population as a whole.

The second type of structured open spaces are the intramural fields 
which are used for organized, recreational sports within the University 
as well as the general public.  These spaces are large and can be used 
for a variety of different sports as well as active play.

These park-like green spaces are usually not large enough to host 
team sports but can be used as a gathering space or as a quiet, 
contemplative study space.  Examples of passive open spaces are the 
amphitheater and the Heritage House Garden. 

Vegetation & Landscape

Commerce is located in the northern blackland prairie ecoregion of 
Texas.  This region is characterized by productive, heavy clay soils, 
gentle topography and native grasslands as well as woodland areas 
that are predominately live oaks and post oaks.  Other native species 
of trees in this bioregion are American elms, eastern red cedars, 
mesquite and osage-orange trees.  The existing tree species on the 
campus are:

 � Live Oak

 � Post Oak

 � Red Oak

 � Bald Cypress

 � Pecan

 � Sycamore

 � Magnolia

 � Tree Yaupon Holly

 � Crape Myrtle

This mixture of species are well suited for this region and help to 
diversify the look of the campus.  Other strong elements of the 
landscape on the existing campus are the use of organized plantings 
adjacent to and around the buildings.  

This mix of shrubs, groundcovers and trees softens the hard edges 
of the architecture as well as integrates the natural environment into 
the built environment.  Another important landscape element is Gee 
Lake.  This lake element accentuates scenic views into the campus 
from State Highway 50.  It’s tree-lined edge helps to focus and soften 
the views into the campus as well as adding shade to the existing loop 
walking path that encompasses the lake.  Gee Lake is also the home 
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of some resident ducks and geese as well as other aquatic life which 
adds to the character of the campus.

Vehicular Circulation
Located in the heart of the city of Commerce, the University benefits 
from an extensive roadway system currently in place.  As shown on the 
Vehicular Circulation map, Texas A&M Commerce is bounded on four 
sides with numerous points of vehicular access.  The University, as well 
as the city of Commerce, is accessed primarily from Texas State Highway 
24.  A four lane divided thoroughfare, it connects the city to Paris 40 miles 
to the north of Commerce, through the small community of Cooper 
and south through Campbell to Interstate 30.  Primary access lies off 
of several locations along Highway 24, with University Drive being the 
most prominent.  Secondary points from Highway 24 include Morris, 
Walnut and Jackson Streets.  Highway 24 also provides the highest level 
of travel visibility to the University due to the high traffic count.  

Along the southern perimeter of the campus core is Culver Street, which 
is a major east/west thoroughfare in Commerce that connects to State 
Highway 224 leading to Greenville and into State Highway 11 leading to 
Sulfur Springs.  Though it is smaller in right-of-way width than Highway 
24, it equals the highway in the number of lanes and traffic count.  From 
Culver Street, two major access points onto campus include W. Neal 
Street as the primary access route to the student housing and Monroe 
Street—the historic access route to the center of the campus core.  Bois 
D’Arc Street and Campbell Street also serve as minor access points.

From the east and north of the campus core, vehicular access becomes 
more intimate, using the city’s older and well established residential 
street grid to approach the campus.  East of campus, access from Monroe 
Street is the historic entry to the original campus, with Education Drive 
terminating at Ferguson Hall.  Several mature structures line this drive, 
giving it a quality of space not seen elsewhere on campus.  Other access 
points from Monroe Street include Lee, Stonewall and Cooper Streets, 
with Stonewall being the least significant of the three.From the north, 
Live Oak Street provides access to campus using Neal Street, which 
heads south and then east on Lee Street, which connects to Monroe 
Street.  Live Oak Street also provides the campus’ most direct vehicular 
access to Commerce’s historic downtown.

The Texas A&M Commerce Campus in 2013



Campus Master Plan 
Texas A&M University-Commerce 
Page 3.14

Significant Campus Features
The campus is currently graced with multiple attractive features, 
such as the many memorials spread throughout the campus core, 
as well as Gee Lake and the Heritage Garden.  Recent additions like 
the outdoor amphitheater north of the McDowell Building have been 
immensely well received by students and faculty.  A campus of this 
size could easily accommodate two to three more such amenities and 
the campus core is the ideal place for these to occur. 

The University has two prominent vehicular entry points that serve 
visitors well.  From Texas State Highway 24, an entry onto University 
Drive connects to a motor court with visitor parking in front of the 
McDowell Administration Building.  Though this drive is now closed 
to traffic connecting to Monroe Street, it creates a strong sense of 
arrival to the west side of the campus core.  The other entry is the 
historical entry drive to the campus and comes from Monroe Street 
onto Education Drive and terminates at a large motor court in front of 
Ferguson Hall.

Improvements have been made recently to make the campus core more 
pedestrian-friendly.  A series of wide pedestrian-only pathways have 
been added throughout the core that contributes to the connection 
of various portions of the campus together.  Improvements made as 
of 2013 have included generously sized walks over half a mile in total 
length—some serving as both walks and as fire lanes.  

Though the campus core has minimal open space, the campus as 
a whole has ample acreage dedicated to intramurals and inter-
collegiate athletics.  Across Highway 24 from the campus core is a 
University owned 279 acre tract land that includes the university’s large 
intramurals and competition fields.  The intramurals fields comprise a 
complex of four baseball and softball fields.  The competition fields 
in the north of the tract are home to the field events for the track and 
field program, while the south portion includes both a competition 
level soccer field and various multi-purpose fields with a surface 
parking lot next door that serves all of the tract’s playing fields.  

To the west of the playing fields is the University’s Adventure Base 
Experience (ABE) program, which has been maintained in a more 
naturalized setting amongst rolling hills and heavy forest.  This 
program is aimed at team building and leadership development 
that includes a variety of outdoor obstacles such as a climbing and 
rappelling wall and a zip line, as well as a campground with gear 
center for overnighters.  Participants of the program have been both 
through the university and private corporate entities.
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SWOT  (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats)

Whereas the Visual Characteristics Map for the University campus 
depicts attributes and characteristics one objectively sees while 
walking the campus, the SWOT Map, which is an acronym for 
Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats, takes this 
information and determines what steps in the form of urban design 
recommendations are necessary to move the campus forward in 
achieving its goals.  By doing so, it takes a more subjective approach—
basing recommendations on perceptions one feels while walking the 
campus.  These recommendations are typically broad in nature and 
bold in depicting a vision that does not currently exist.  Nonetheless, it 
serves as a strategic road map for the more specific recommendations 
that follow in the master planning process.

Prior to mapping these recommendations, a written list is generated 
that states succinctly the attributes under each category.  Below is a list 
of the University’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats.

Strengths

1.) The campus has one of the largest total acreages in the state.

2.) Recent improvements in building facilities, signage and pedestrian 
ways have significantly enhanced the core campus.

3.) The University has full support from the City of Commerce.

4.) Faculty, staff and students seem genuinely happy to be there.

5.) University leadership has a powerful vision for the improvement of 
the campus and quality of life for students.

6.) The farm system is essentially self-sustaining, providing income for 
future growth.

Weaknesses

1.) Several buildings/facilities on campus have been neglected, with 
upgrades being deferred for a prolonged duration.

2.) The historic “front door” of the campus along Monroe Street has 
lost significance, having been replaced by the entrance from Texas 
State Highway 24/50 and Live Oak Street.

3.) The existing central plant facilities are insufficient for future growth.

4.) Surface parking lots are too prevalent in the core campus.

5.) The campus is divided into two pieces, with Texas State Highway 
50/24 being a barrier between the two.  The separation of Whitley 
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Hall from the core campus further degrades the campus quality of life 
initiative.

6.) The campus is currently three-quarters of a mile long north/
south—causing a problem in creating a close knit core campus.

Opportunities

1.) The new student housing initiative will increase the student 
population on campus to more than 3,000 within five years.

2.) Suitable existing open spaces remain in the core campus that can 
be used for outdoor gathering spaces and events.  

3.) The Student Center is the acknowledged “center” of campus life, 
with room to accommodate future growth.  

4.) The core campus has two distinctive vehicular points of entry 
for visitors:  University Drive off of Texas State Highway 24/50 and 
Education Drive off of Monroe Street.  These entry points could be 
dramatically beautified.

5.) The newly improved pedestrian ways through campus serve as a 
model for expanding this initiative.

Threats

1.) There is currently a minimal “town and gown” synergy between the 
University and the City. 

2.) The southern, eastern and northern edges of campus are ill-
defined, with many poorly maintained properties bordering the edge 
of campus.  

3.) TXDOT has shown a resistance to making physical changes to the 
existing condition of Texas State Highway 24.  Reducing the number 
of travel lanes or providing better signalization on this roadway would 
greatly enhance safety and the pedestrian experience.

4.) The continued deferment of existing facility upgrades in lieu of new 
construction greatly compromises the University’s ability to provide a 
quality academic setting.

One of the goals of the master plan should be to capitalize on what 
is working well for the campus—both in terms of the day to day 
operations and in a student’s daily quality of life.  The Sam Rayburn 
Student Center is the clear “heart” of campus and is depicted as such 
on the SWOT Map.  With campus student life emanating from this 
strategic point, major improvements to the campus should start from 
this key location, serving as a driving force for future decisions to be 
made.  
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made.  

Another goal for the University is to become a more green and 
inviting campus to linger within.  Though recent improvements and 
additions have been made—particularly the new outdoor tiered 
amphitheater—public green space is lacking on campus.  An effort 
should be made to focus the campus core around a new “green heart”, 
or “great lawn”, which provides multiple ways for students, faculty and 
visitors to engage in campus life.  The recent removal of the old music 
building provides a green space that almost doubles the total in the 
campus core near the Student Center.  Capitalizing on this new space, 
an opportunity is possible to connect it with another underutilized 
space due west of the Wathena Temple Building.  A series of smaller 
spaces exist around the Alumni Building and Heritage House that are 
likewise underutilized.  Together, these three spaces align to form 
an east/west series of green spaces in the heart of the campus core 
and due north of the Student Center.  With the strategic removal 
and relocation of the Industrial & Engineering Building, the Wathena 
Temple Building and the Alumni Center, these three spaces can be 
combined to form a larger “Great Lawn” that serves as a focal piece for 
the entire campus.

With the size and presence of the Great Lawn being strategically 
important to the improvement of the quality of life on campus, other 
portions of the campus will require direct access to it.  A series of 
pedestrian ways that connect to and from this large green space is 
the best way to tie the various portions of campus together.  Several 
pedestrian ways have been added recently throughout the campus 
that are both generously sized and appealing to use, with some of the 
best and most used pedestrian settings on campus lying along these 
new pedestrian ways.  With one of the goals for the campus being 
more pedestrian friendly, capitalizing on these recent pedestrian way 
improvements by expanding their coverage throughout campus, but 
particularly connecting them to the Great Lawn, is essential. 

As the Great Lawn becomes the focal point for the campus core, 
so too does the architecture around it.  The building edge that 
surrounds a quality green space is an essential component to its 
success.  As such, the SWOT Map depicts new building locations that 
are proximate to the Great Lawn that helps to contain it and give it 
a greater sense of identity.  For existing buildings that line the Great 
Lawn, it is important that they too have a strong relationship to the 
green space by conveying building elevations that are inviting and 
somewhat transparent at eye level.  Because the existing Performing 
Art Center’s east façade does not meet these requirements--with its 
solid brick walls and uninviting façade—the SWOT Map recommends 
that this façade be expanded and refinished.  Other building locations 
are identified on the Map for either new campus functions or building 
expansion. 

Augmenting the architectural assemblage that resides adjacent 
to the Great Lawn, axial views provided from both the existing 
and new pedestrian ways is a good way to introduce prominently 
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located architectural elements into the Great Lawn and beyond.  An 
expansion of the current pedestrian ways system would increase the 
sightlines to all four corners of the Great Lawn, covering an expanse 
1,500 in length.  At the eastern edge of the Great Lawn an opportunity 
is provided for an architecturally significant structure with an equally 
prominent vertical element that would anchor the Lawn’s northeast 
corner.  Likewise, the intersection of the W. Neal pedestrian extension 
with the Great Lawn’s northern pedestrian way edge provides for an 
ideal location for a highly prominent vertical element such as a clock 
tower.  

An effort is being made throughout the country that displaces and/
or removes surface parking from the core of university campuses to 
their outer perimeters.  This encourages not only a more pedestrian 
friendly environment, but also one that is relatively car free, allowing 
the campus to focus their campus core on condensing their academic 
uses and improving their corresponding quality of life.  On the 
University campus, several key parking lots reside unfortunately close 
to not only the proposed Great Lawn, but to the heart of the campus.  
With expansion likely of the student body on campus, the need for 
added land for academic uses and green spaces will encourage these 
surface parking lots to the campus’ outer perimeters.  As depicted 
on the SWOT Map existing parking lots are either being reduced in 
size or moved further to the campus core’s northern and southern 
edges.  The removal and displacement of existing campus buildings 
are recommended throughout the campus in order to allow this 
to occur.  Likewise, some of these lots are depicted occupying land 
the university does not currently own; hence, a methodical initiative 
should be undertaken to acquire these privately owned properties 
that lie adjacent to the campus core. 

Vehicular access to the campus core from adjacent major roadways 
is important in helping to identify where both visitors and students/
faculty approach and access the campus.  As with surface parking 
mentioned above, access and circulation throughout the campus for 
vehicles should be limited to the outer perimeters.  Similarly, when 
vehicular access is necessary within the heart of campus, it should be 
restricted to the shipping of deliveries and access to required fire lanes 
and fire truck maneuvering. 

The main entries to the campus should be reduced in number and 
given priority in their importance.  As depicted on the SWOT Map 
there are two formal point of entry for visitors and guests—from Texas 
Highway 24 onto University Drive, which leads to a redesigned motor 
court in front of the McDowell Building, and the more historical entry 
from Monroe Street onto Education Drive to a substantially downsized 
motor court in front of Ferguson Hall.  From the north and south ends 
of campus, access is focused on W. Neal Street from both Live Oak 
Street and Culver Street.  All other street entries such as Lee Street and 
Cooper Street off of Monroe and Walnut Street off of Highway 24.  
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Existing Buildings Summary
The existing core campus of Texas A&M University – Commerce consists 
of thirty major E&G buildings, providing 1.282 million gross square 
feet of space (residential buildings not included.) Of this inventory, 
thirteen buildings representing 626,500 sf, or 48.8% of the total, are 
over fifty years old. Fifty years is typically considered to be the useful 
life of a university building without major renovation, suggesting that 
approximately half of the TAMU-C campus buildings are due for major 
renovation or replacement. Five buildings, representing 197,800 sf, 
(15.4% of the total E&G space) are over 75 years old. 

Five buildings have been designated as architecturally, historically and 
culturally significant for the University: Ferguson Hall (1923), the Hall 
of Languages (1929), Heritage House (1928), Henderson Hall (1939) and 
Binnion Hall (1948.) These buildings are worthy of careful rehabilitation 
to allow them to function well into the future while maintaining their 
historic character.

While the original buildings may carry the greatest cultural significance, 
many of the buildings on campus are functional, adaptable and 
well worth continued use. In particular, the new Music Building, the 
Science and Technology Center, Sam Rayburn Student Center and 
Morris Recreation Center all contribute to the quality of life at Texas 
A&M University – Commerce in a meaningful way. As some of the most 
recent buildings on campus, they will continue to serve as important 
resources for years to come. 

Functional analysis and user interviews determined that existing 
space issues on campus derive more from the quality than from 
the quantity of space. Many existing classrooms are not the correct 
size or configuration for current teaching needs, or they lack the 
necessary flexibility and technology. The location of teaching space 
within departmental territorial boundaries further limits scheduling 
flexibility. Program and departmental growth patterns, some 
expanding rapidly and some at a more modest pace, have resulted 
in scattered and disconnected clusters of related space, reducing 
operational efficiency and interfering with collaboration among 
colleagues.

This master plan proposes a comprehensive strategy to meet current 
and future space needs at TAMU-C across a twenty year planning 
horizon. The plan provides a combination of new construction, major 
renovation and minor renovation, reflecting projected changes in 
enrollment and resulting in an overall increase in space to meet THECB 
guidelines. Certain buildings are proposed to be demolished and 
their functions replaced; other existing buildings will be re-purposed. 
The following table describes the proposed disposition of existing 
buildings.
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Building Mechanical/Electrical Systems 
Assessment

Ferguson Social Sciences

The building was constructed in 1923. It consists of 3 levels totaling 
approximately 73,000 sf. The age of the MEP systems are unknown 
due to no legible equipment nameplates. The central chilled water 
loop serves the building AHUs. The AHUs are cooling only with AHU 
serving office level 1, two constant volume AHUs serving Auditorium, 
AHU serving area 2N, AHU serving area 3N, AHU serving area 2S and 
AHU serving area 3S. The heating is through Titus boxes (without 
fans). All controls are pneumatic. Three AHUs have had VFDs installed. 
The chilled water pump has a VFD. The west area of the building 
contains AHUs for adjacent Sowers Education South.

All equipment observed appeared beyond their useful life and 
should be replaced. We were unable to confirm condition of con-
cealed ductwork but the exposed ductwork in the mechanical rooms 
appeared in similar condition as equipment. It should be replaced 
when the equipment is replaced.

As mechanical systems are replaced, electrical distribution systems 
should be replaced since life spans are similar. 

Hall of Language

The building was constructed in 1929. It consists of 3 levels totaling 
approximately 42,000 sf.  The age of the MEP systems are unknown 
due to no legible equipment nameplates. The central chilled water 
loop serves the building AHUs. There are 2 AHUs.  Both AHUs are 
located on level 2. One AHU serves level 1 and 2; the second AHU 
serves level 3. The AHUs are constant volume with no reheat coils. 
The equipment and ductwork appeared beyond their useful life and 
should be replaced.

As mechanical systems are replaced, electrical distribution systems 
should be replaced since life spans are similar. 

Binnion Hall

The building was constructed in 1948. It consists of 4 levels total-
ing approximately 73,000 sf. The age of the majority of MEP systems 
are unknown due to no legible equipment nameplates. The central 
chilled water loop serves the building. The building is served by 
multiple types of HVAC systems. There are AHUs serving basement 
and level 1, multi-zone AHUs in attic installed in 2011 serving Level 
3 classrooms, older AHU in attic serving portions of Level 3 and the 
remaining building areas are served by fan coil units. 
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All equipment is nearing or is at the end of its useful life except the 2 
attic multi-zone AHUs which were installed in 2011.

The building has chilled water flow issues and should be further 
investigated to determine scope of resolution. 

As mechanical systems are replaced, electrical distribution systems 
should be replaced since life spans are similar. 

Henderson Hall

The building was constructed in 1939. It consists of 3 levels totaling 
approximately 51,000 sf. The age of the MEP systems are unknown 
due to no legible equipment nameplates. The building consists of 
numerous types of HVAC systems. There are 4 pipe fan coils units wall 
mounted at windows in Police Department and Level 2 and 3. Four 
chilled water constant volume AHUs serve remaining space.  AHUs 
serving portion of level 3 (Area 311 and 323) are located in attic. The 
equipment has reasonable remaining life (5+ years).

As mechanical systems are replaced, electrical distribution systems 
should be replaced since life spans are similar. 

James G. Gee Library

The building was constructed in 1960. It consists of 5 levels totaling 
approximately 140,000 sf. The building AHUs are served by the cam-
pus chilled water loop. The chilled water pump has a VFD. The build-
ing has multiple AHUs. We observed 4 AHUs in the original building 
and two in the newer addition. AHUs observed with legible name-
plates were two American Standard AHUs manufactured in 1968 and 
two Carrier 39ED AHUs manufactured in 1985. There is an AHU on 
level 4 serving Archive Storage and an AHU on level 5 for levels 3/4/5.  

The AHUs in the original building serve perimeter Titus boxes that are 
were installed with the 1968 AHUs.

All equipment and ductwork observed in the original building are 
beyond their useful life and should be replaced. The equipment and 
ductwork observed in the new addition are approaching the end of 
their useful life (5+ years remaining life).

 The building has electrical distribution capacity shortages and 
electrical upgrades should happen concurrently with HVAC system 
equipment replacement.  
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Chapter  4 Campus Program: A Future Needs Assessment

he Texas A&M University-Commerce engaged a team led 
by GFF Planning to provide a Master Plan directing the 
on-going growth and development of its campus.  The 
Master Plan incorporates a variety of elements including 

the following:  

 � Demographic Analysis

 � Programming/Space Projections

 � Environmental Analysis (Natural/Built)

 � Context Analysis (Local and Regional History and Background)

 � Facility Use and Condition Assessment

 � Historic Facility Survey

 � Site Surveys

 � Building and Land Use Plan (Near Term and Long-Range)

 � Demolition or Deferred Maintenance

 � Open Space and Landscape Plan

 � Transportation and Parking

 � Utilities Infrastructure

 � Technologies Infrastructure

 � Adjacent Land Use Analysis

 � Safety and Security Plan

 � Economic Impact Analysis

 � Way-finding and Signage Plan

 � Guidelines - Buildings, Landscape, Infrastructure, Historic Structures

 � Implementation Plan

Crucial components of the subjects listed above are the examination of 
University enrollment, current space utilization and needs, and subse-
quent projected space needs.  The space needs are then converted to 
potential building blocks organized by priority and enrollment growth 
thresholds. These building blocks stem from current and projected space 
requirements for the campus. 

As a part of the Master Plan, Facility Programming and Consulting 
undertook the task of addressing these components.  The findings 
provided a concrete statement of space on campus that will be a tool 
for the university moving forward.  The master plan update also pro-
vides parameters and serves to guide the architectural team during 
the Master Plan process.

T

Texas A&M University-Commerce
Morris Recreation Center 
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Process and Background Information

Campus Master Plan Update Process
The end result of this campus master plan update was the development 
of future building blocks. These building blocks evolved through the 
completion of the following phases:

 � Data collection and validation

 � Questionnaire distribution

 � Questionnaire review and analysis

 � Analysis of existing space

 � Development of current space needs

 � Space projections based on future enrollment growth

 � Phasing of specific projects representing current and future space 
needs through “building blocks”
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Project Scope and Team
Facility Programming and Consulting completed the A&M-Commerce 
master plan support document as a stand alone study of existing space 
on campus and future space needs.  This study will be used to support 
the Master Plan team.

The support document was by staff from Facility Programming and 
Consulting working in close conjunction with the TAMU-C Office of 
Facilities Planning & Construction, Project Control. 

Scope
The scope of the project included eight primary tasks:

 � Statistical Information

•	 Prepare and Submit an Information Request

•	 Review and Comment on Information Provided

•	 Resubmit Request for any Missing or Incomplete Information

•	 Review and Comment on Information Provided

 � Workshops and Meetings

•	 Prepare for First Workshop

•	 Workshop to Present Enrollment Projections (1 of 2 workshops 
included in scope)

•	 Prepare for Second Workshop

•	 Workshop to Present Space Projections (2nd of 2 workshops 
included in scope)

 � Questionnaires

•	 Prepare and Distribute Questionnaires

•	 University Collects and Returns Completed Questionnaires

•	 Analyze Questionnaire Responses

 � Analysis--Campus Capacity

•	 Analyze the Current Campus Capacity

•	 Incorporate Enrollment Projections Provided by the University

•	 Prepare a Gap Analysis

•	 Prepare Summary Report (1st Deliverable)

 � Academic Plan & Big Picture Issues

•	 Meet with Provost and other Leaders to Discuss the Academic 
Plan and Big Picture Issues (one meeting which will occur during 
the first workshop--see task 1.4.7)

 � Utilization of Classroom & Laboratories

•	 Analyze Utilization of Each Classroom & Lab

•	 Graph the Classroom/Lab Utilization Data

•	 Study Options to Improve Utilization
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 � Prepare the Master Plan--Space Requirements

•	 Summarize all of the Requirements

•	 Develop a Series of Preliminary Recommendations

 � Prepare the Master Plan--Building Blocks

•	 Develop a List of Specific Projects to be Achieved in the Master 
Plan:  “Building Blocks”

•	 Summarize all of the Programming Data and Recommendations 
into a Final Report (2nd Deliverable)

Participants
The Campus Master Plan Committee served to guide the effort:

•	 Bob Brown - Vice President for Business & Administration

•	 Dr. Dale Funderburk - Professor of Economics & Finance

•	 Randy VanDeven - Vice President for Advancement

•	 David McKenna - Assistant Vice President of Facilities & Support Services

•	 Derald Harp - Associate Professor of Agriculture Sciences

•	 Noah Nelson - Interim Director of Media Relations

•	 Alicia Currin - Chief of Staff/Director of Planning & Governmental Relations

•	 Dr. Mary Hendrix - Vice President for Student Access & Success

•	 Anwar Karim - Chief Information Officer

•	 Johnny Kirkpartrick - Student Government Association

•	 Nick Bailey - Student Representative

The following section lists those who were invited to participate in 
the campus master plan update process by completing qualitative 
and quantitate space questionnaires and spreadsheets. In general, 
participation was good, however, there were departments that chose 
not to participate. 

Academic Participants

Texas A&M University-Commerce
Sam Rayburn Student Center
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Academic Departments

College of Business and Entrepreneurship

Accounting

Business Administration

Finance/Economics

Marketing/Marketing Management

College of Education and Human Services

Curriculum and Instruction

Education

Health and Human Performance

Nursing

Psychology and Special Education

Social Work

College of Humanities, Social Sciences & Arts

Art

History

Literature

Liberal Studies

Communications and Speech

Mass Media

Music

Political Science

Sociology

Theatre and Dance

College of Sciences, Engineering & Agriculture

Agricultural Sciences

Biological & Environmental Science

Chemistry

Computer Science & Information Systems

Engineering & Technology

Mathematics

Physics & Astronomy
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Non-Academic Participants
Non-Academic Departments

Administrative Support
Alumni Relations
Central Operations
Child Care Service
Communication and Services
Community Relations
Computer Services, Administrative
Construction and Maintenance 
Custodial Services
Development
Employee Personnel and Records
Environmental Health and Safety
Fiscal Control
Fiscal Operations
Food Service
Functional Operations 
Furnishings Maintenance and Equipment Inventory
Grounds Maintenance
Handicapped
Health Service
Housing Service
Intercollegiate Athletics 
Office Vice President Graduate Studies
Office, President Or Chancellor
Office, Vice President Academic Affairs
Office, Vice President Personnel, and Administration
Office, Vice President Student Affairs
Office, Vice President University Relations
Physical Plant Operation
Placement Service
Purchasing and Materials
Recreation
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Schedule
The campus master plan update began with a kickoff meeting with the 
campus master plan update steering committee on September 4, 2012.  
Additional meetings in the form of workshops, with  presentations and 
discussions, were conducted, as well as extensive data gathering, inter-
views and follow-ups. The basic project schedule can be seen below:

Non-Academic Departments (Cont.)
Recreation
Retail Service - Concessions
Student Activities
Student Admissions and Records
Student Financial Aid
Student Organizations
Student Services
Supporting Facility
Traffic and Security
Transportation Services

TASKS DATE

Kick-Off Meeting September

Statistical Information September

Questionnaires October

Analysis--Campus Capacity October

Academic Plan & Big Picture Issues October

Utilization of Classroom & Laboratories October

Prepare the Master Plan--Space Requirements November/December

Prepare the Master Plan--Building Blocks November/December

Master Plan Concepts January/March

Draft Master Plan Completed April

Final Master Plan Completed May
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Purpose
The purpose of Facility Programming and Consulting’s Master Plan 
Update, summarized in this document, is twofold. It is to provide the 
University with space data moving forward.  It is also to provide the 
design team with enough information to complete the Campus Master 
Plan with the appropriate amount of E&G and non-E&G space. 

The University administration may use the master plan and this report to 
plan their future physical growth and to allocate resources accordingly. 
The information provided will serve as a powerful tool when identifying 
potential funding sources and will help to justify need. 

The Master Plan design team will use the building blocks to place build-
ings on the campus based on the building type, approximate size, and 
phasing of when the facilities will need to come on-line.
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Background Information
The A&M-Commerce campus has the second largest student popula-
tion in The Texas A&M University System.  It was founded in 1889 as 
the East Texas Normal College in Cooper, Texas.  When the campus 
was destroyed by fire in 1894 the university moved to its present loca-
tion in Commerce, Texas. Since then it has changed names five times, 
growing, adding programs, and refining its vision.  The University was 
dubbed Texas A&M University-Commerce after it was transferred to the 
Texas A&M University System in 1996.  It has moved from an institution 
focused on the training of students to a major public education univer-
sity.  The A&M-Commerce College of Education and Human Services is 
perhaps the most well known school and is one of the top education 
schools in the state of Texas. As of Fall 2011, the University enrollment 
was 10,726 students.

The growth if the University is guided by a strong strategic plan.  The 
Master Plan, will guide the physical growth of the University and is 
based on input from a variety of campus sources. 

The Texas A&M University System
The Texas A&M University System was created by the Texas Legislature 
in 1948 to manage the evolution of a statewide educational, research 
and service system. Its roots lie in the founding of what are now Texas 
A&M University and Prairie View A&M University as land-grant colleges 
in 1876. Today, The Texas A&M University System provides oversight 
and leadership for 11 universities, seven state agencies and a health 
science center. Its role is governed by the state’s education code (Title 
3, chiefly Ch. 51, Sec. 51.353 and Ch. 85, Sec. 85.17). Responsibilities 
include systemwide planning, coordination and execution of the poli-
cies of The Texas A&M University System Board of Regents.
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Below is a list of Texas A&M University System campuses along with 
the year they were established and the year they joined the university 
system.

Texas A&M University System

Universities Established Joined A&M System

Texas A&M University 1876 1876

Prairie View A&M University 1876 1876

Texas A&M University-Commerce 1889 1996

Tarleton State University 1899 1917

West Texas A&M University 1910 1990

Texas A&M University-Kingsville 1925 1989

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi 1947 1989

Texas A&M International University 1970 1989

Texas A&M University-Texarkana 1971 1996

Texas A&M University-Central Texas 2009 1999

Texas A&M University-San Antonio 2009 2000

Texas A&M Health Science Center 1999 1999

Texas A&M University System

Agencies Established

Texas A&M AgriLife Research 1887

Texas A&M Engineering Experiment Station 1914

Texas A&M Forest Service 1915

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 1915

Texas A&M Engineering Extension Service 1948

Texas A&M Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory 1967

Texas A&M Transportation Institute 1950
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The Texas A&M University System Mission Statement
The mission of The Texas A&M University System is to provide education, 
conduct research, commercialize technology, offer training, and deliver 
services for the people of Texas and beyond through its universities, 
state agencies and health science center.

Texas A&M University System Vision Statement
The Texas A&M University System will reflect the diversity of the state 
and will be recognized as the top land-grant system in the nation.
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Texas A&M University-Commerce
Since 1889 Texas A&M University-Commerce has been an institution for 
educating the people of Texas.  A member of the Texas A&M University 
System and located in Commerce, the university has campuses in Dallas, 
Mesquite, Navarro College and Midlothian.  The university began as East 
Texas Normal College in Cooper, but when the campus was destroyed 
by fire in 1894 the university moved to its present location in Commerce, 
Texas.  When the State of Texas purchased the campus in 1917, the name 
was changed to East Texas State Normal College.  In 1923, the school 
was renamed East Texas State Teachers College.  The graduate program 
was added in 1935, and in 1957 the Legislature.  Recognizing how the 
university had broadened beyond teacher education, the university 
was renamed East Texas State College.  Following the inauguration of 
the first doctoral program in 1962, the name was changed to East Texas 
State University and in 1996 became Texas A&M University-Commerce. 

Mission Statement
Texas A&M University-Commerce provides a personal educational 
experience for a diverse community of life-long learners. Our purpose 
is to discover and disseminate knowledge for leadership and service 
in an interconnected and dynamic world. Our challenge is to nurture 
partnerships for the intellectual, cultural, social, and economic vitality 
of Texas and beyond.

Vision Statement
Texas A&M University-Commerce, as a part of the A&M family of uni-
versities, will become the university of choice for all those seeking a 
higher education in the Northeast Texas region and beyond. It will 
provide traditional and non-traditional learning opportunities through 
existing and new programs that set high expectations and goals for 
students, faculty and staff. The University will provide a sense of com-
munity through a nurturing environment for all individuals in order to 
maximize learning, career and personal development. A&M-Commerce 
will become a place where students, faculty, staff, and community are 
engaged in the pursuit of excellence.

Guiding Principals
 � Diversity:  Foster a culture of inclusion which attracts to our univer-

sity highly qualified students, faculty, and staff who represent the 
diversity of the region we serve, and who will engage with us in the 
pursuit of our university’s vision and mission.

 � Service:  Promote excellence in service to members of all internal 
and external communities.

 � Student Success: Pursue and implement effective, research-based 
strategies that provide all students the resources, support, and 
high-quality instruction they need to achieve their goal of earning 
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a college degree.

 � Stewardship:  Advance the university by demonstrating the qual-
ity of our programs and services to an ever-expanding community 
of supporters. Leverage the value of public, private, and human 
resources through business practices that are founded in account-
ability and transparency, and academic practices that are continu-
ously improved through research, assessment, and innovation.

 � Globalization:  Cultivate an academic environment enlivened by 
global interconnections that traverse the boundaries of culture, 
politics, and place.

 � Re search: Strengthen the nexus between teaching and research in 
ways that speak to the university’s imperative both to create and 
disseminate knowledge.

 � Communication:  Develop a consistent, authentic, and reliable mes-
sage that effectively conveys our commitment to extending oppor-
tunity, transforming lives, and shaping futures through education.

University Values
 � Integrity

 � Innovation

 � Imagination
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College Space Distribution
Distribution of Colleges
The map below illustrates some of the distribution of colleges across 
campus.  One of the issues highlighted in the master plan process is that 
some colleges are located in multiple buildings.  Some decentralized 
colleges are located in buildings close to each other, while others have 
spaces in buildings that are on opposite sides of the campus.  The loca-
tion of classrooms in relation to home colleges and other classrooms 
and class laboratories can make it difficult when transitioning from one 
course to the next.
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Multi-College Buildings
The following chart shows what buildings house multiple colleges. 

A list of each college and major non-academic area, and the buildings 
they occupy is below:

Academic Departments
 � College of Business and Entrepreneurship

•	 James G. Lee Library

•	 McDowell Administration Building

 � College of Education and Human Services

•	 Adventure Base Operations

•	 Binnion Hall

•	 C.J. Austin Engineering and Technology Building

•	 Ferguson Social Sciences

•	 Field House

•	 Hall Of Languages

•	 Halladay Student Services

•	 Henderson Hall

•	 McDowell Administraition Building

•	 Morris Recreation Center

•	 New Music Building

•	 Nursing Building

•	 One Stop Shop

•	 Sowers Education South

•	 Whitley Gymnasium

•	 Young Education North

A&M-COMMERCE
COLLEGE

BINNION HALL

C.J. AUSTIN 
ENGINEERING AND 

TECHNOLOGY 
BUILDING

FERGUSON 
SOCIAL SCIENCES

HALL OF 
LANGUAGES

JOURNALISM
NEW MUSIC 

BUILDING

YOUNG 
EDUCATION 

NORTH

College of Business and 
Entrepreneurship

College of Education and 
Human Services

x x x x x x

College of Humanities, Social 
Sciences, and Art

x x x x x x

College of Sciences, Engineering 
and Agriculture

x x x x
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 � College of Humanities, Social Sciences and the Arts

•	 Art

•	 Art Sculpture Lab

•	 Binnion Hall

•	 Ferguson Social Sciences

•	 Hall Of Languages

•	 Journalism

•	 New Music Building

•	 Performing Arts Center

•	 Wathena Temple Fine Arts Building

•	 Young Education North

 � College of Science, Engineering and Agriculture

•	 Agronomy Lab Head House

•	 Agronomy Lab Traction Barn

•	 Agronomy Lab/Hwy 50

•	 Animal Science Lab

•	 Binnion Hall

•	 C.J. Austin Engineering and Technology Building

•	 Calf Barn 1 North/Tin/Dairy

•	 Calf Barn 2 South/Frame/Dairy

•	 Chemical Storage/Agronomy Lab

•	 Chemical Storage/South Neal

•	 Dairy Center

•	 Dairy Lab

•	 Farm Shop

•	 Feed Mill

•	 Ferguson Social Sciences

•	 Implements Barn/Metal/Petit

•	 Journalism

•	 Livestock Center

•	 Science and Technology Center

•	 Sheep Barn

•	 Silver Barn/Tin

•	 Swine Barn
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Non-Academic Departments
•	 Alumni Center

•	 Art Sculpture Lab

•	 Auto Service Center & Warehouse

•	 Berry Hall

•	 Binnion Hall

•	 C.J. Austin Engineering and Technology Building

•	 F-1

•	 Ferguson Social Sciences

•	 Field House

•	 Grounds Maintenance Headquarters

•	 Hall Of Languages

•	 Halladay Student Services

•	 Henderson Hall

•	 Heritage House

•	 James G. Lee Library

•	 Maintenance Barn

•	 Maintenance Tractor Shed & Storage

•	 McDowell Administraition Building

•	 Morris Recreation Center

•	 One Stop Shop

•	 Plant Maintenance Offices & Shop

•	 Presidents Home

•	 Radio Transmitter

•	 Sam Rayburn Student Center

•	 Sikes Hall

•	 Smith Hall

•	 Watson Building

•	 West Halls Laundry East

•	 West Halls Laundry west

•	 Whitley Gymnasium

•	 Whitley Hall
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Campus Environment
Location
Located within the boundaries of the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex, 
approximately 60 miles from downtown Dallas, the university has tra-
ditional resident students, both from smaller northeast Texas cities, and 
from the Metroplex and commuters. In addition to the main campus in 
Hunt County, there are additional satellite buildings in Downtown Dallas, 
Texas; Rockwall, Texas; and Mesquite, Texas.  Classes from the institu-
tion are also offered in McKinney and Mount Pleasant as an outreach 
to students in the geographic region.

Texas A&M-Commerce Space Distribution Diagram
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B7 Charles J. Austin Industrial 
 Engineering & Technology Building/
 Agricultural Sciences (AGIT)
B8 Children’s Learning Center
B9 Children’s Museum
B10 Craddock Hall
B11 East Texas Bookstore
B12 Ferguson Social Sciences/
 University Auditorium (SS)
B13 Fling Hall
B14 Football Locker Room
B15 Frank Young Education North (EDN)
B16 Hall of Languages (HL)
B17 Halladay Student Services Building
B18 Heritage House/Lyday Heritage Gardens
B19 Henderson Hall/University Police/
 Health Services (HEN)
B20 James Gee Library
B21 Jerry D. Morris Recreational Center (MRC)
B22 Journalism Building (JOUR)
B23 Leberman Hall
B24 McDowell Administration Building (BA)
B25 Memorial Stadium
B26 Music Building (MUS)
B27 Neu Hall
B28 New Pride Apartments
B29 Nursing Building
B30 Performing Arts Center (PAC)
B31 Prairie Crossing Residence Hall
B32 Pride Rock Residence Hall
B33 Rayburn Student Center (RSC)
B34 Science Building/Planetarium (STC)
B35 Smith Residence Hall
B36 Sorority & Womens Hall
B37 Sowers Education South (EDS)
B38 Student Access & Success 
 Center (One Stop Shop)
B39 University Field House (FH)
B40 Wathena Temple Fine 
 Arts Building (WTFA)
B41 Webster Hall
B42 Whitley Gymnasium
B43 Whitley Residence Hall
B44 Wray Hall
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Commerce, Texas
Commerce is a city of around 9,000 population, about fifteen minutes 

drive north of Interstate Highway 30. The area is a rich combination 
of rural life combined with the nearness of the nation’s fifth largest 
metropolitan area.  Commerce, Texas is in Hunt County.  Greenville, the 
county seat, has a population of more than 25,700 and is located just 
14 miles west of Commerce.

A&M-COMMERCE
COLLEGE

BINNION HALL

C.J. AUSTIN 
ENGINEERING AND 

TECHNOLOGY 
BUILDING

FERGUSON 
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YOUNG 
EDUCATION 

NORTH
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Entrepreneurship

College of Education and 
Human Services

x x x x x x

College of Humanities, Social 
Sciences, and Art

x x x x x x

College of Sciences, Engineering 
and Agriculture

x x x x
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 � Existing Distribution of Spaces

 � Existing Space Utilization - Classrooms and Class 
Laboratories

 � Enrollment

The space analyzed as part of this study examined both academic and 
non-academic campus space.  In most cases, the current space needs 
are represented in assignable square feet which describes the amount of 
space between walls.  Assignable square feet does not include corridors, 
restrooms, and other building support spaces or structural elements 
like walls and columns.  This is in contrast to gross square feet which 
encompasses the total enclosed area of a building.  An efficiency factor 
of 65% was used to convert from ASF to GSF in this support document.

Texas A&M-Commerce Music Building

T his section will cover the following subjects:
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Existing Space Distribution
Existing space is distributed between the 98 buildings on the Texas 
A&M University-Commerce campus totalling 2,295,639 gross square 
feet with 595,329 of that space being Education and General square feet. 

Recently completed building projects include the Pride Rock Apartments 
(2011), Concession Building-Stadium (2011), Adventure Base Operations 
(2011), and the New Music Building (2010). The Pride Rock Apartments  
is 85,970 GSF.  The Concession Building-Stadium is 2,808 GSF and houses 
concessions for A&M-Commerce’s Memorial Stadium. The Adventure 
Base Operations  adds an additional 1,800 GSF of space.  The New Music 
Building adds 68,500 GSF of space for A&M-Commerce’s Music Program.

The table below shows the current distribution of Educational & General 
space by college. 

Texas State Schools - GSF per Headcount
The table on the following page illustrates the range of gross square 
feet per student headcount amongst Texas institutions.  It shows that   
A&M-Commerce is in the middle of the pack with 211 gross square 
feet per headcount.

Colleges 100s 200s 300s 400s 500s 600s 700s 800s Total ASF

College of Business and Entrepreneurship  -   804 18,286 6,108 703  -    -    -   25,901 

College of Education and Human Services  -  13,814 51,214 403 30,404 1,955  -    -   97,790 

College of Humanities, Social Sciences & Arts  -   30,189 37,161 1,810 4,008 35,632 2,326  -   111,126 

College of Sciences, Engineering & Agriculture  -   57,755 33,855 2,614 37,744 2,232 4,061  -   138,261 
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Texas Public Universities
Prel Headcount  

Fall 2011
ALL GSF GSF/HC

Texas A&M San Antonio 3,547 239,148 67

University of North Texas at Dallas 2,037 181,254 89

Sul Ross State University Rio Grande College 970 93,222 96

University of Houston-Clear Lake 8,188 820,510 100

Texas A&M University-Central Texas 2,100 220,097 105

University of Houston-Downtown 12,918 1,424,440 110

The University of Texas-Pan American 19,041 2,429,840 128

Texas A&M International University 7,176 943,744 132

University of Houston-Victoria 4,331 575,633 133

The University of Texas at San Antonio 30,968 4,610,847 149

The University of Texas at Arlington 33,421 5,222,007 156

Texas Woman’s University 14,459 2,496,335 173

The University of Texas at Tyler 6,650 1,175,498 177

The University of Texas at Dallas 18,854 3,347,260 178

Texas A&M University-Texarkana 1,942 354,736 183

Lamar University 14,021 2,684,454 191

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi 10,192 1,971,331 193

University of North Texas 35,722 7,079,179 198

Tarleton State University 9,885 2,055,214 208

Texas State University - San Marcos 34,113 7,151,536 210

The University of Texas at El Paso 22,640 4,750,194 210

Texas A&M University-Commerce 11,152 2,357,261 211

Sam Houston State University 17,950 3,954,953 220

Midwestern State University 6,182 1,544,889 250

The University of Texas at Brownsville 8,539 2,214,418 259

Texas Southern University 10,026 2,630,875 262

University of Houston 39,824 10,465,106 263

The University of Texas of the Permian Basin 3,824 1,005,587 263

Angelo State University 7,084 1,927,300 272

Texas Tech University 32,327 8,821,821 273

Prairie View A&M University 8,623 2,453,746 285

West Texas A&M University 7,902 2,489,950 315

Texas A&M University at Galveston 2,034 681,037 335

Texas A&M University-Kingsville 6,737 2,272,299 337

Stephen F. Austin State University 12,903 4,748,289 368

Texas A&M University 49,861 21,173,893 425

The University of Texas at Austin 51,145 24,055,811 470

Sul Ross State University 2,035 1,135,900 558
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Current Enrollment Space Projections  
(ASF THECB Predicted Average of Similar Sized Institutions)

Space Type
"Existing 

(Fall 2011)"
THECB Predicted (Fall 

2011)
"Requested 

(Current Need)"

% Change Between 
Existing &  

Requested (Current)

Teaching 262,951 349,361 392,521 49%

Research 17,215 22,149 40,615 136%

Office 212,478 218,704 246,993 16%

Library 105,077 131,552 109,597 4%

Support 45,207 64,959 51,157 13%

Total 642,928 786,725 840,883 31%

THECB Compared to Existing & Requested ASF
As part of the master plan update, departments provided space need 
requests for current need and for future, five-year need.  The table 
below compares existing Education and General space to the THECB 
prediction and to the space requested to meet current need.  Requested 
space was not excessive in comparison to the THECB predicted space. 
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Comparing the departments’ current Educational and General space 
requests to the THECB’s space predictions shows the academic space 
requests are modest. They are within 6.4% of the THECB’s calculations.  
In contrast, when comparing existing space to request space to meet 
current need, the difference is 31%

Space Utilization Analysis
Utilization measures the current use of existing classroom and class 
laboratory facilities, benchmarked against standards that are informed by 
THECB guidelines.  A thorough understanding of the University’s space 
utilization serves as an analytical tool to determine space requirements 
and measure the viability of existing or proposed alternatives.  The 
process also assists in identifying where deficiencies exist in scheduling 
practices or where facility shortages occur.  The intent of the analysis is 
to survey the efficiency of existing space.

Determining efficiency is accomplished by exploring usage trends and 
evaluating patterns by multiple factors.  The factors which are consid-
ered are scheduling, occupancies, and space functionality.  The current 
inventory of space was reviewed alongside the Fall 2011 class schedule 
to determine the weekly usage of classrooms and class laboratory.  
Utilization was determined for Fall 2011 classes and class laboratory.  
There are currently classrooms and class laboratories in twenty build-
ings across the A&M-Commerce Campus.

For utilization benchmarks, the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board (THECB) guidelines on classroom and  class laboratory utiliza-
tion were consulted.  The Minimum Standard for an overall SUE (Space 
Usage and Efficiency) score is 150 which relates to a Classroom Score 
of 50 and a Class Laboratory Score of  75.  Currently, A&M-Commerce 
has an overall SUE score of 99 which relates to a Classroom Score of 50 
and a Class Laboratory Score of 49.  This indicates that A&M-Commerce 
is below the minimum standard in maximizing utilization.

It is also interesting to note that classes are scheduled more intensively 
Monday through Thursday.  There is also additional capacity if Friday 
is scheduled to the same levels as these days.  The addition of more 
classes on Saturday will also increase utilization.

The chart on the following page illustrate the most utilized and least 
utilized classrooms in each building.  The second chart also illustrates 
which buildings are the campus “workhorses” - where the highest utili-
zation of classroom occurs.  The five classrooms in Binnion Hall average 
30 periods/week utilization.  
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Average Classroom Utilization

Average Weekly Classroom Utilization is 23 hours.  Target Utilization is 
a minimum of 38 hours pds/wk. Three classrooms are being scheduled 
over 38 pds/wk.  All three of these occur in different buildings, WTFA, 
STC, and BIN.  The highest utilization occurs in BIN 301.
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Classroom Utilization
Room utilization was studied to measure how often rooms are being 
scheduled for use.  Section occupancy was also analyzed as a measure 
of how full the scheduled sections are.  
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THECB targets a utilization of 38-45 periods a week for classrooms, with 
credit also given for classes with high fill rates.  The average weekly 
classroom utilization is 23 periods/week at A&M-Commerce as illustrated 
in the following graph.

Building
No. of 

Classrooms
Capacity

Weekly Contact 
Hours

Section 
Occupancy

Total Weekly CR 
Hours

Average Weekly 
Hours per CR

C.J. Austin Engineering And Technology Building (AGIT) 5 304 2,457 59% 109 22 
Art (ART) 1 60 413 76% 25 25 

Mcdowell Administration (BA) 12 828 9,980 72% 321 27 
Binnion Hall (BIN) 5 199 4,207 76% 149 30 

Young Education North (EDN) 1 30 367 85% 18 18 
Sowers Education South (EDS) 6 231 2,092 70% 99 16 

Field House (FH) 4 174 2,224 89% 74 18 
Henderson Hall (HEN) 5 153 2,263 66% 113 23 

Hall Of Languages (HL) 8 436 3,630 79% 176 22 
Journalism (JOUR) 4 273 2,656 94% 87 22 

Morris Recreation Center (MRC) 1 40 552 97% 20 20 
New Music Building (MUS) 4 115 1,043 75% 52 13 

Performing Arts Center (PAC) 1 30 406 70% 29 29 
Ferguson Social Sciences (SS) 10 430 6,082 78% 267 27 

Science And Technology Center (STC) 6 314 3,713 69% 154 26 
Wathena Temple Fine Arts Building (WTFA) 3 113 1,240 93% 67 22 

Texas A&M University-Commerce Total 76 3,730 43,324 78% 1,760 23 

McDowell Administration and Ferguson have the most classrooms 
and weekly contact hours scheduled.  Specialized classrooms may 
lower utilization because they are not suitable for general use. 

The building with the highest average weekly classroom utilization 
is Binnion Hall.  The lowest average weekly classroom utilization  is 
in the new Music Building.

MOST UTILIZED/LEAST UTILIZED CLASSROOMS 

Building
# of Class-

rooms
Highest 
Utility

Room with 
Highest 
Utility

Lowest Utility
Room with 

Lowest Utility
Median Average

C.J. Austin Engineering And Technology Building (AGIT) 5 32.76 AGIT 255 10.59 AGIT 233 20.18 21.79
Art (ART) 1 25.22 ART 111 25.22 ART 111 25.22 26.22

Mcdowell Administration (BA) 12 32.79 BA 256 23.04 BA 258 25.47 26.74
Binnion Hall (BIN) 5 47.34 BIN 301 20.18 BIN 302 26.23 29.85

Young Education North (EDN) 1 18.50 EDN 121 18.50 EDN 121 18.50 19.50
Sowers Education South (EDS) 6 21.86 EDS 131 10.09 EDS 133 17.99 16.48

Field House (FH) 4 21.02 FH 101 17.66 FH 102 17.66 18.50
Henderson Hall (HEN) 5 36.15 HEN 207 1.85 HEN 323 20.77 22.67

Hall Of Languages (HL) 8 27.75 HL 201 12.61 HL 208 23.04 22.01
Journalism (JOUR) 4 33.63 JOUR 129 11.43 JOUR 110 21.10 21.82

Morris Recreation Center (MRC) 1 19.59 MRC 124 19.59 MRC 124 19.59 20.59
New Music Building (MUS) 4 18.16 MUS 213 7.90 MUS 158 12.78 12.91

Performing Arts Center (PAC) 1 29.43 PAC 112 29.43 PAC 112 29.43 30.43
Ferguson Social Sciences (SS) 10 33.97 SS 141 2.52 SS 304 28.84 26.67

Science And Technology Center (STC) 6 42.96 STC 123 7.23 STC 211 26.48 25.64
Wathena Temple Fine Arts Building (WTFA) 3 41.03 WTFA 207 11.43 WTFA 213 14.29 22.25

TOTAL CLASSROOMS 76 47.34 1.85 20.94 22.75
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Classroom Demand Analysis
An integral step in classroom planning is determining the need for 
additional classrooms in a specific sizes.  There is currently a supply of 
76 available classrooms.  While on paper there may be an overall sur-
plus of classrooms, it is important to gauge the section size demand in 
relation to the capacities of the existing classrooms.  Therefore, further 
attention must be paid to the surplus and deficit of specific capacity 
classrooms.  New classroom construction should focus on building 
classrooms that are sized appropriately.  Currently, there is a need for 
larger classrooms to accommodate demand.  The chart below shows 
how many classrooms of each capacity size are recommended 
to be included in future space needs to serve 25,000 students.

The “No. Of Available Rooms (ASF/25)” 
column reflects the “rightsizing” of 
the classrooms on campus.  It moves 
away from tablet armchairs to tables 
& chairs.  It takes into account the 
“decompression” of  classrooms.

Using current section sizes, 
theoretically there is an excess of 25 
classrooms on campus

CLASSROOM DEMAND ANALYSIS REPORT
USING CURRENT SECTION SIZES:

TOTAL MAXIMUM TOTAL NO. OF NO. AVAILABLE
SECTION TOTAL REQUIRED ROOM REQUIRED AVAILABLE ROOMS

SIZE SECTIONS ROOM PDS. CAPACITY ROOMS ROOMS (ASF/25) BALANCE
001 - 013 166 428 20 12 5 3 (7)
014 - 027 309 745 40 20 33 54 13 
028 - 040 161 396 55 11 21 9 10 
041 - 053 41 105 70 3 9 7 6 
054 - 068 19 48 90 2 1 2 (1)
069 - 088 7 18 110 1 1 1 0 
089 - 131 5 13 150 1 5 0 4 
132 - 174 2 5 200 1 1 0 0 
175 - 196 0 0 225 0 0 0 0 
197 - 218 0 0 250 0 0 0 0 
219 - 253 0 0 290 0 0 0 0 

TOTALS 710 1758 51 76 76 25 

CLASSROOM DEMAND ANALYSIS REPORT
USING MAXIMUM SECTION SIZES:

TOTAL MAXIMUM TOTAL NO. OF NO. AVAILABLE
SECTION TOTAL REQUIRED ROOM REQUIRED AVAILABLE ROOMS

SIZE SECTIONS ROOM PDS. CAPACITY ROOMS ROOMS (ASF/25) BALANCE
001 - 013 37 109 20 3 5 3 2 
014 - 027 276 654 40 18 33 54 15 
028 - 040 253 640 55 17 21 9 4 
041 - 053 87 214 70 6 9 7 3 
054 - 068 34 84 90 3 1 2 (2)
069 - 088 11 24 110 1 1 1 0 
089 - 131 10 25 150 1 5 0 4 
132 - 174 2 5 200 1 1 0 0 
175 - 196 0 0 225 0 0 0 0 
197 - 218 0 0 250 0 0 0 0 
219 - 253 0 0 290 0 0 0 0 

TOTALS 710 1757 50 76 76 26 

The “No. Of Available Rooms (ASF/25)” 
column reflects the right sizing of 
the classrooms on campus.  It moves 
away from tablet armchairs to tables 
& chairs.  It takes into account the 
“decompression” of  classrooms.

Maximum section sizes “demand” 
only 50 of the 76 classrooms on 
campus.  
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Laboratory Utilization
THECB targets a utilization of 25 hours a week for class laboratories, with 
credit also given for classes with high fill rates.  As the average weekly 
laboratory utilization is 16 periods/week, the overall average of current 
usage indicates that current and future demand for laboratory contact 
hours may be addressed through increased scheduling to better utilize 
the lab space on the A&M-Commerce campus. 

The graph below illustrates that while there are a few spaces that are 
very well utilized (>25 pds/wk), there are quite a few others that are not 
reaching the target utilization.
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Average Class Lab Utilization

Average Weekly Class Lab Utilization is 16 hours.  Target Utilization is 
25 hours. Five class labs are being scheduled over 25 pds/wk.  Three 
of these occur in the STC building while the other two occur in the 
ART and AGIT building.  The highest utilization occurs in STC 301.
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The following charts represent class laboratory utilization by building.   
The Science and Technology Center holds the greatest number of lab 
spaces and weekly lab hours.  However, the greatest utilization of labs 
is in the Art Building as its single lab is utilized 34 periods/week.

Building No. of Labs Capacity Room Utilization Section  Occupancy Total Weekly  Lab Hours Average Weekly Hours per Lab
C.J. Austin Engineering & Technology Bldg (AGIT) 3 104 48% 55% 55 18 
Art (ART) 1 12 90% 89% 34 34 
Sowers Education South (EDS) 1 20 7% 115% 3 3 
Field House (FH) 1 16 41% 70% 16 16 
Whitley Gymnasium (GYM) 1 50 7% 106% 3 3 
Journalism (JOUR) 3 111 27% 92% 30 10 
New Music Building (MUS) 5 176 41% 61% 79 16 
Ferguson Social Sciences (SS) 1 20 12% 90% 4 4 
Science And Technology Center (STC) 12 302 47% 79% 217 18 
Texas A&M University-Commerce Total 28 811 41% 74% 440 16 

MOST UTILIZED/LEAST UTILIZED LABS

Building No. of Labs Highest Utility Room with 
Highest Utility Lowest Utility Room with Low-

est Utility Median Average

C.J. Austin Engineering And Technology Building (AGIT) 3 25.98 AGIT 211 6.31 AGIT 125 22.28 18.19
Art (ART) 1 34.30 ART 201 34.30 ART 201 34.30 34.30

Sowers Education South (EDS) 1 2.69 EDS 101 2.69 EDS 101 2.69 2.69
Field House (FH) 1 15.64 FH 5 15.64 FH 5 15.64 15.64

Whitley Gymnasium (GYM) 1 2.52 GYM 205 2.52 GYM 205 2.52 2.52
Journalism (JOUR) 3 15.13 JOUR 200 4.88 JOUR 102 10.26 10.09

New Music Building (MUS) 5 19.34 MUS 105 8.49 MUS 156 17.99 15.76
Ferguson Social Sciences (SS) 1 4.37 SS 311 4.37 SS 311 4.37 4.37

Science And Technology Center (STC) 12 36.49 STC 310 9.08 STC 205 15.81 18.05
TOTAL LABS 28 36.49 2.52 15.64 13.51
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Enrollment
This section will cover the following subjects:

 � Introduction to Demographics

 � Enrollment Study

 � Enrollment Projections

In order to plan for the future, the trends in enrollment need to be 
understood and analyzed.  Enrollment trends and projections are a 
vital piece of information integral to any study of campus growth.   By 
analyzing this data, the Master Plan can begin to address the needs 
of the current enrollment and plan for future space needs.  In order to 
analyze enrollment, historical data must be collected.  A review must 
be conducted of past trends, new department initiatives, and planned 
programs. 

The line graph below illustrates three different enrollment growth pro-
jections.  The first method (Purple Line) graphs 1,000 new students per 
year.  The University has indicated this is their enrollment growth goal.  
The second method (Red Line) is based on a trendline of the universi-
ties past five years of growth.  The third method (Dashed Green Line) 
creates a trend line from the universities growth since 1993.
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Methodology 
The methodology employed in order to develop enrollment projections 
for A&M-Commerce included several steps. 

The enrollment projections were compiled using various sources which 
included: 

 � Data received from the A&M-Commerce master planning 
committee

 � Data from the individual colleges and departments

 � Data from the University’s published fact books 

 � THECB enrollment forecasts
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Enrollment by Gender 
Currently, enrollment at A&M-Commerce is 60% female and 40% male.  This 
has remained relatively stable over the last few years with a 14% increase 
in female students and a 22% increase of male students from 2007-2011.

Enrollment by Ethnicity 
Currently, approximately 61% of the student population of A&M-Commerce is 
white, 9% is Hispanic, and 19% of the student population is African American.  
In the last period between 2007 and 2011, the number of white students 
has risen by 12%.  All other categories have been increasing, with the larg-
est rise being amongst American Indian/Alaskan Native students, however, 
these students represent only a small portion of total University enrollment.  

Percentage Increase from 2007 - 2011

Female 14%

Male 22%Female
60%

Male
40%

Male vs. Female

Percentage Increase/Decrease from 2007 - 2011

American Indian/Alaskan Native 48%

Asian/Pacific Island 31%

African American 23%

Hispanic 21%

White 12%

International 27%

Unknown 97%

American 
Indian/Alaskan Native

1%
Asian/Pacific Island

2%

African American
19%

Hispanic
9%

White
61%

International
7%

Unknown
1%

Ethnicity
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Enrollment History and Existing Enrollment

The pie chart below illustrates the existing breakdown of enrollment 
by college in relation to total university enrollment.

The College of Business and Entrepreneurship has experienced the 
most enrollment growth between 2007-2011.

The distribution of enrollment makes the College of 
Education and Human Services the largest college and 
the College of Science, Engineering, and Agriculture the 
smallest.  The College of Business and Entrepreneurship 
has been growing the most as a percent of the whole.

College of Business and 
Entrepreneurship

28%

College of Education and Human 
Services

36%

College of Humanities, Social 
Sciences and the Arts

21%

College of Science, 
Engineering and 

Agriculture
15%

2011 Enrollment Distribution by College

Percentage Increase/Decrease from 2007 - 2011

College of Business and Entrepreneurship 32%

College of Education and Human Services 13%

College of Humanities, Social Sciences and the Arts 2%

College of Science, Engineering and Agriculture 22%



Enrollment & Utilization

 Campus Master Plan
 Texas A&M University-Commerce
 Page 4.35

The table below lists enrollment history for each college from 2007.   The 
table also indicates which colleges are the largest (College of Education 
and Human Services) and which programs are the smallest (College of 
Science, Engineering and Agriculture). 

Enrollment Projections - Conclusion
The line graph below projects out enrollment based on three different 
schenarios.  The Green line looks at all previous years and trends out 
future growth based on the years 1993 to 2012.  The red line takes only 
the trend of the last five years (2007-2012) and trends this forward.  The 
purple line represents the strategic target that the University is working 
towards - the addition of 1,000 students each year.

The graph indicates that the University targets are very aggressive and 
exceed the historical enrollment growth based on trends. 

Enrollment

College Fall 2007 Fall 2008 Fall 2009 Fall 2010 Fall 2011 
% Growth 

from 
2007-2011

College of Business and Entrepreneurship 2,041 2,042 2,136 2,446 2,989 46%

College of Education and Human Services 3,419 3,386 3,548 3,976 3,920 15%

College of Humanities, Social Sciences and the Arts 2,181 2,088 2,020 2,290 2,228 2%

College of Science, Engineering and Agriculture 1,238 1,271 1,371 1,568 1,589 28%

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE TOTAL 8,879 8,787 9,075 10,280 10,726 21%
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Texas A&M University-Commerce
Sam Rayburn Student Center

nalysis of current space was undertaken utilizing both quan-
titative and qualitative methodology.  Questionnaires were 
distributed to each non-academic and academic depart-
ment at Texas A&M University-Commerce.  This provided the 

master plan support team an opportunity to understand and prioritize 
the issues surrounding current and future space needs.  

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) space pro-
jection model was also consulted to provide guidance on current and 
future space needs.  Space projections are included in the next chapter.

This information in this chapter is organized by:

 � Interview Summaries

 � Space Requests

 � Space Standards

A
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Interview Summaries
An important part of the master plan update was the gathering and 
analysis of quantitative and qualitative data provided by both academic 
and non-academic colleges and departments. 

Summaries of interviews and surveys, organized by college and major 
non-academic areas are included in this section.  These summaries 
represent the qualitative aspects of space need across campus. 

The summaries below and the space needs detailed later in this chapter, 
are organized in the following order:

 � Academic Departments

•	 College of Business and Entrepreneurship

•	 College of Education and Human Services

•	 College of Humanities, Social Sciences & Arts

•	 College of Sciences, Engineering & Agriculture

 � Non-Academic Departments

Academic Departments
 � College of Business and Entrepreneurship

•	 Accounting
 - Inadequate office space for full-time faculty.  
 - Program has grown rapidly. 
 - Classrooms require surface space and updated technology.
 - New Programs:  New MS Forensic Accounting & MS International 

Accounting
 - Rapid expansion planned at Dallas and Rockwall locations.

•	 Business Administration/MIS
 - Most growth is on-line.
 - Most of f-w-f classes are hybrid.

•	 Economics & Finance
 - Faculty offices are spread out.  
 - GARs do not have space to work on research.  
 - Can’t make efficient use of Bloomberg terminal due to limited 

space.  
 - Classrooms are hard to find space for large classes and classes 

for breakout sessions.  
 - Computer lab size and availability is an issue.
 - New Programs:  SAP (which will require more lab space). CFA 

initiative which will require tutoring rooms and lab space.

•	 Marketing & Management
 - Existing office does not serve the needs.  They are scattered 

amongst four different locations.  Additionally, research takes 
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place initially in offices and secondary on site wherever archive 
materials are located.  As a result, research needs related to space 
parallels the needs for additional faculty offices.

 - New Programs:  Entrepreneurship courses at Rockwall.
 - Graduate courses are predominately on-line with greater than 

90% of the classes on-line.
 - Undergraduate courses are currently 43% on-line of all courses.  

Growth in courses will be more than likely almost all in on-line 
classes to meet student demands and desire.  As a result, this 
department does not indicate that on premises classroom space 
needs will increase.

 - They would like to be in close proximity of other COBE depart-
ments in the BA building.

•	 Additional Feedback
 - It was confirmed that the recent growth in the COBE was a result 

of external programs.  The students are not present on the main 
Texas A&M University-Commerce campus.

 - The current configuration of classrooms is awkward.  Certain 
classes, like accounting, require a much improved configuration.

 - The new projected Master’s programs would require more instruc-
tors and more classroom space.

 - All faculty offices are currently in BA.  They are at capacity.  Recent 
offices have been created for new hires.  Adjunct faculty are used 
frequently.  How to house adjuncts appropriately needs to be 
determined. 

 - Business faculty do a lot of research.  It is desk-based and does 
not require specialized space.

 - Currently, COBE undergraduate advising is located on the 3rd floor.  
This space is also being requested by the Executive Director of 
Research.  Advising does not have anywhere else to re-locate to 
in the building and needs to stay with the COBE and its faculty.

 - COBE would like to hire more FT faculty.  This would require a 
conversion of other spaces (such as classrooms) into offices to 
stay in the same building.

 - In regards to the entire campus master plan, it was expressed that 
there needs to be an active building of camaraderie in order to 
grow the lower-levels on campus.

 - COBE would like to see a large interdisciplinary classroom build-
ing which would encourage faculty members from all Colleges 
to mingle and collaborate.

 - Currently, there isn’t a strong town/gown feel.  Although there 
is a desire for a stronger relationship, there doesn’t appear to be 
direction on how to make this happen.

 - The amenities in the town of Commerce are limited.  For example, 
there is not a cinema or a bowling alley.  New faculty hires often 
choose not to live in Commerce.  They are moving to Rockwall.
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 � College of Education and Human Services

•	 Curriculum & Instruction
 - Existing space serves current needs well.
 - New Programs:  Masters cohort or 20-30 graduate students at 

Commerce location.  (Currently, these meet at other locations:  
mesquite, CHEC, and Rockwall.)  Expansion in student numbers at 
programs at the Collin Higher Education Center.  Faculty to serve 
this location will need to be located at the Commerce campus.

 - Currently have one large grant project.  Their faculty is active in 
submitting proposals and it is anticipated that various spaces 
will be needed in the coming years.

 - Research initiatives in the areas of literacy, teacher education, 
early childhood education, STEM< English language learners.  The 
spaces required are public school or higher education classrooms.

 - Teacher Research Collaborative for public school partners to 
improve instruction would require a classroom-sized space.

 - The ECE faculty would like a materials resource room where 
students/prospective teachers could examine and experiment 
with educational materials used in Early Childhood Education 
classrooms.

•	 Educational Leadership
 - Primarily engaged in on-line delivery of coursework.  Enrollment 

growth has been in the full on-line program.
 - Need for additional space devoted to technology.
 - Need an additional office space for faculty.
 - New Program:  BAS in Organizational Leadership

•	 Health and Human Performance
 - Has seen strong growth.
 - Requirements or increased scholarship and research for faculty 

make it necessary to upgrade classrooms, labs, meeting spaces.  
Four classrooms were recently taken off-line as they were not ADA 
compliant.  The remaining existing classrooms are not sufficient 
in quantity and they are also too small.

 - Student growth has forced the development of on-line courses.  
However there are some courses that the department will be 
unable to offer on-line. 

 - External reviewers evaluating the graduate program in 2009 sug-
gested upgrading facilities, classrooms and laboratories so that 
advanced research and graduate studies could be supported.  
Also required are meeting rooms for seminars, defenses, state-
of-the-art classroom spaces, a computer lab and additional office 
space for new faculty.

 - As space is shared with Athletics in the Field House, there is a 
continued shortage as both units continue to grow.

 - New Program:  The Academy for Health Potential (AHP) is an 
entrepreneurial venture which will integrate graduate and 
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undergraduate program standards with practical outcomes-
based objectives and faculty research while contributing to the 
education, wellness and social well-being of East Texas citizens.  
At least one faculty office will be required for this and future plans 
for expansion will include additional space and/or renovation of 
existing space in the Field House.

 - Grants:  Anticipate exercise physiology grant associate with uni-
versity wellness.

 - Heat studies research will require space to build a heat chamber.
 - The department has currently embarked on a fund raising cam-

paign to upgrade existing space.
 - Would like to have a relationship with nursing – possibly be 

housed with them in a new health sciences building.

•	 Nursing
 - Current space is not adequate to accommodate an entire class 

of students in one classroom space.  Classes and labs must be 
divided into sections for practice, lectures, and check-offs.

 - Faculty offices are full.  There is no further space.  The board 
of Nursing requires faculty to have a private space to counsel 
students.  They will be out of compliance by next September.

 - Simulation lab space accommodates no more than 3-4 students 
at a time.  There is no opportunity for students to observe simula-
tion scenarios as they are conducted.

 - Growth will severely strain existing lab space, jeopardizing the 
learning experience.  The need for additional space has become 
urgent.  It is required so that they can continue to meet Texas 
Board of Nursing and national accreditation standards.

 - New Programs:  Increasing numbers of pre-licensure students 
annually; addition of RN to BSN program; addition of Master’s 
program.

•	 Psychology, Counseling & Special Education
 - Currently using all available space within the department.  
 - Need classrooms that can accommodate larger section sizes.  E.g.  

They teach several sections of 75 or more students.  
 - Additionally, the classrooms do not function well for teaching 

as they are old dorm rooms that have been converted to make 
classroom space.  (They are of unusual dimensions.)

 - New Programs:  Currently offering programs at five locations, 
including at the CHEC which is increasing undergraduate enroll-
ment substantially.  Rockwall will be added as a location for two 
programs.

 - Faculty offices will be required as all faculty teach in Commerce 
as well as other locations.

 - Grants:  Currently have five grants in process and, if received, they 
may not have room to accommodate their space needs.

 - Do not have small group work space.
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 - Would use classrooms that are setup for distance learning 
regularly.

 - Current space in Binnion and Henderson Halls is antiquated, with 
multiple problems faced when trying to upgrade existing facilities.

 - In need of a new building that would house the department 
and Social Work as well as the clinic and several, more updated, 
classrooms.

•	 Social Work
 - Current two classrooms located on the 3rd floor of Henderson 

are not the correct size for the current cohort size.  Classes are 
scheduled across campus and it is difficult to find the 40-45 size 
during peak class times.

 - Current classrooms are converted from dorm rooms making the 
functionality of the rooms inadequate.  Classrooms are required 
to use increasingly interactive technologies associated with 
whiteboards.

 - Current office space is sufficient, but there are no additional office 
spaces to accommodate additional faculty.

 - Do not have room for growth of enrollment in Commerce.  Plans 
for off-campus programs will allow for growth in enrollment.

 - External funding is being solicited and will be used to develop a 
Research Center or Community Initiatives Center.

 - Grants:  Currently have two federally-funded grant programs.  
Both currently have a .5 Project Director and GA each.  One of 
the programs, if refunded in 2013, will need separate space that 
would provide for a resource center for the campus community.

 - As a newly named School of Social Work, they envision a building 
specific for the program at some point in the future.  

 - They view Social Work as being complementary with our dis-
ciplines such as Nursing, Psychology, Counseling, and Special 
Education and welcome inter-disciplinary collaboration.

•	 Additional Feedback
 - Educational Leadership has grown dramatically, largely due to 

growth in Educational Administration, a PhD program. Enrollment 
has been capped since there are no more faculty. Much of this 
program is on-line, so office space is OK.

 - Psychology, Counseling, and Special Education. This depart-
ment expects significant growth in the near future, especially in 
Psychology. Counseling and Special Education also desire to grow. 
Psychology needs a lab for observation, and a play therapy space.

 -  Social Work is growing dramatically, on both the undergraduate 
and graduate levels. They are hiring faculty, and have no more 
space for faculty offices. Student capacity will be limited for this 
reason.

 - Nursing is currently housed in a temporary facility, which is inad-
equate; but which will probably suffice for accreditation. A new 
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facility for Nursing is the College’s top priority. Enrollment will 
continue to increase 30 students per year, and an already difficult 
situation will become acute.

 - In general, the College space situation is not bad (except Nursing), 
although there are faculty office shortages. There is no adjunct 
space, and there are just a few offices for GAs.

 - There are too many small (capacity 10) classrooms. The ideal sizes 
are 25, 50, and 100 capacity. There is some concern that faculty 
will balk if they need to teach classes in a different building than 
their office location.

 - The hallways and classrooms are more crowded and there has 
been a sizeable increase in noise.

 - Elementary Education and Nursing prefer the classrooms with 
more flexible tables and chairs layout, while the other programs 
prefer the tablet-arm chairs.

 - Nursing currently has 1,400 square feet in their office and simula-
tion labs and 1,000 square feet for the wet lab (with hospital beds, 
exam tables, etc.). These facilities are currently not adequate to 
accommodate students; there are 30 students. There are a few 
students enrolled from another school, however, they take most 
of their classes online. They can only fit 10 in a lab at one time. 

 - In five years, Nursing is projecting they will have close to 150 
majors – both BA and MA. 

 - Nursing has no offices for faculty now.
 - For the long term, Nursing will need a building that is approxi-

mately 50,000 square feet. They have created a document explain-
ing their needs. This document includes ideas for the future 
building’s layout. 

 - Nursing is very happy with their current location. It is close to 
the Student Center  which is good. They do not mind being on 
the edge of campus. Most of their students are older, so they are 
not necessarily living on campus. These students need access to 
food more than access to the dormitories.  

 - In addition, space is needed for students to gather together as 
a class for presentations

 - One option to meet immediate needs is to expand the existing 
building south. However, the existing building would not be a 
good candidate for renovation. It is probably better to demolish 
the existing building in the long run. 

 - The most important needs for Nursing would be for a large live-in 
lab. Currently, there is no place for simulation lab observation. It 
would be better to have a dedicated observation area adjacent 
to the lab. Nursing also needs a large debriefing area. 

 - HHP Departmental growth has been overwhelmingly in person.  
They are about to start an Athletic Administration degree on-line.  
They are also trying to develop a PhD program presence.  (A 
previous PhD program was lost in the transition to A&M).
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 - A specialized biomechanics lab is required. 
 - Health and Human Performance did not anticipate the 350 new 

students this fall (half are Nursing, half are their students). They 
anticipate the new Nursing students taking classes will eventually 
become their students. 

 - Athletics is taking over (using) a lot of the Health and Human 
Performance spaces. 

 - The current capacity and number of classrooms Health and 
Human Performance has access to is insufficient. They have to 
cap classes at 37-45 students. Ideally they would teach in 55 and 
75 seat classrooms. 

 - Currently, the Health and Human Performance faculty are housed 
in various locations. It would be nice to bring them together. 

 - There is little to no space for graduate assistants. 
 - Currently, Health and Human Performance would like to have 

one large classroom and another office made available to them. 
In the future, they will need additional lab space. 

 - There is a need for additional space devoted to technology. 
 - In 2009, external reviewers evaluated the graduate programs in 

the HHP department.  One of their suggestions was to upgrade 
facilities, classrooms and laboratories so that advanced research 
and graduate studies could be supported.

 - Some classrooms are not easily accessible to students with 
disabilities.

 � College of Humanities, Social Sciences & Arts

•	 Art
 - Art is currently located in four different buildings on the com-

merce Campus and a facility at the UCD.  The accrediting agency, 
The National Association of Schools of Art & Design, has asked 
the department to come up with a plan/timeline to consolidate 
the Commerce Campus facilities into one building.  They also 
need to address safety/ventilation issues in the Photography 
Facility in the interim. 

 - A building has been outlined which would include 125,000 GSF 
and would consolidate Art into one location along with Journalism 
and RTV Program on the site of the current Art Building and the 
former Music Building.

•	 History
 - 80% of the undergraduate history classes are filled by students 

fulfilling the core curriculum.  Enrollment growth to this point 
has just about doubled the  credit hour production of the History 
Department over the last four years.

 - Adjuncts and GAs have increased to support the additional 
growth.  Offices for these are required.

 - Current classrooms assigned to the department are too small 
to accommodate the maximum capacity of class sizes (55).  The 
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majority of classes simply do not fit in the rooms assigned to the 
department.  Therefore, classrooms are used across the campus.  
These are considered to be functionally adequate “in part.”  BA 
rooms are very good.  The large classroom in Wathena Temple is 
very good, as is the one in the Art building.  The auditoriums used 
as classrooms in Ag/It and Journalism are much less satisfactory. 

 - The College is trying out very large classes, of 150 or more.

•	 Additional Feedback
 - The National Association of Schools of Art and Design, has asked 

the department to come up with a plan/timeline to consolidate 
our Commerce Campus facilities into one building and in the 
interim, address safety/ventilation issues in the Photography 
Facility located on the third floor of the Journalism Building.  

 - Photography Program is currently split between two buildings 
and the space is Journalism building is particularly troubling, 
as no major upgrades have been made to the space since it 
was built in the 1960’s. That space, at a minimum needs to be 
gutted and re-purposed so that it can meet current needs of the 
Photography Program. 

 - 75% of space on third floor Journalism Building is unusable.
 - Art is currently scattered in four buildings across the campus:  

Art, Wathena, Arts Sculpture, and Journalism.
 - Journalism is a problematic building.  In particular, the photogra-

phy studio space on the 3rd floor is dysfunctional and antiquated.
 - The largest problem faced by the CHSA is that they are scattered 

all over campus.  They would ideally like to see a building to bring 
in various pieces of Art together. 

 - The Performing Arts Center is bursting at the seams.  New faculty 
being hired are being put in the Journalism Building. 

 - They would like to see a “converged news room” which would 
unite all of the mass media in one place.

 - There is a shortage of classrooms in the 50-70 range.  CHSA 
would like to move to larger section sizes if they had the larger 
classroom sizes available on campus.  They could then break out 
into smaller discussion groups of 20-25.

 - Within the Department of Literature and Languages, there is 
an English Language Institute.  It currently has 45 international 
students which have pre-admission status.  They are at breaking 
point with being able to accommodate them adequately in their 
current space.  They would like to grow to 150 students.  Ideally, 
they could buy a house adjacent to the university for this program.

 - A&M-Commerce is growing as it is considered “cheap” in the 
Dallas market.  Also 10% of the students are international.  It has 
proven very attractive in the international market.

 - As far as the campus goes, it requires more social spaces.  This will 
allow them the experiences that they can’t get “on-line.”  There 
should be more intimate settings where the students can “hang 
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out” together.  The student center is great, but it is already too 
small.  There is not sufficient unstructured space to “colonize.”

 - CHSA would like to see faculty housed in suites where more col-
laboration and interaction can occur.  (The current configuration 
mostly has them lining hallways in individual offices.)

 - Ferguson is old (and it smells.)
 - CHSA considers Journalism and Ferguson its biggest problems.  

The Hall of Languages is a strange building, but it has a lot of 
character and people love it.

 - The auditorium in the Hall of Languages, while recently refur-
bished, is a difficult space for a class of about 55 because it is so 
large that most of the students can sit in the back leaving mostly 
empty seats in the front, and that arrangement can lead to a lack 
of student engagement.

 � College of Sciences, Engineering & Agriculture

•	 Dean
 - Currently at 110% capacity
 - OK for classroom space, but it is poorly utilized.  Lab availability 

will expand after new core is implemented.  No room at all for 
new faculty and for graduate student growth.

 - New Programs:  Geoscience, equine
 - There will be a rapid increase in extramural research funding.
 - There will be an increased emphasis on instructional technology 

and DE delivery.  There is no dedicated space presently.

•	 Agricultural Sciences
 - Space comprised of two components:  on-campus offices, labs, 

and classrooms and the “off-campus” offices, lab, and classrooms 
(“The Farm”)

 - On-campus lab/classroom space is beyond insufficient in both 
quality and quantity.  Need to have a computer lab that has space 
for 20 (current is 12).

 - Need to remodel animal science lab teaching facility at the Dairy 
Complex.  Need to remodel lab teaching facility at the equine 
facility.  Plant Science Complex needs a lab teaching facility.  
Livestock Center needs to construct a Bull Testing station.  New 
teaching labs may be configured in such a way as to host multi-
purpose events for seminars.  There would also be a need for 
a commercial kitchen that could be used. Also a need for food 
processing buildings, one for vegetables and one for meats.

 - New programs:  Med in Agricultural and Family Education;  
Cooperative Development Center.

 - Will require additional office space and lab space for research 
projects.

•	 Biological & Environmental Sciences
 - Teaching lab space is a managed through careful scheduling.  

Current core requirement is being altered in 2014 which should 
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reduce demand.  However, this may be offset by the increase in 
lab sections to support the nursing program.

 - Lecture space is often utilized in other buildings.
 - There is no further research lab space available.  No further office 

space available to house faculty either.  Current research has 
need for an additional storage building in which to store field 
equipment, additional wet and dry lab space, office space for 
students and GAs.

•	 Chemistry
 - No more offices available to support new faculty hires or new GAs.  
 - Additional research space is required.  In particular, there is a 

current shortage of hoods.
 - New Program:  Environmental Chemistry
 - Grants:  Expect eight proposals.  Any additional grants will require 

additional research space.

•	 Computer Science & Information Systems
 - Lack a couple of classrooms with 45-60 seats.  
 - New faculty will require space.
 - Currently lack about five faculty labs.
 - New two new labs:  Mobile and Ubiquitous Computing Lab and 

Visual and Data Analytics Lab
 - New Program:  M.S. in Computational Science

•	 Engineering & Technology
 - No offices available for future growth.
 - Majority of courses are taught in two computer laboratories (28 

and 23 cap).   Seven other labs support the construction and 
industrial engineering programs.  This is functionally adequate.  
New lab space will be required to support a new computer/
electrical engineering program as well as faculty labs for special-
ized research.

 - New Programs:  The department has planning authority for a 
new computer engineering program.  This will require additional 
class and lab space.

 - Grant:  Resubmit of InSTEP which, if awarded, will require 2 addi-
tional staff members.

•	 Mathematics
 - Overall campus enrollment growth has caused math needs to 

increase (as they are part of the core).
 - Current needs include on FT faculty office, one adjunct faculty 

office, study space near faculty offices, renovation of the depart-
ment office and new classroom furniture.

 - Future needs will include additional faculty offices, a classroom, 
storage, study space, a conference room.

 - Would ideally like space that can house all functions together, 
including the testing center and math skills center.

 - The current Math Skills and Center and the Academic Testing 
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Center will not suffice for future growth.
 - Move to distance education makes it reasonable to equip a class-

room in the department that could accommodate that format.
 - PJC offerings should not be overlooked.
 - Qualitative issues with the space in Binnion Hall.  The furniture 

is old and the space needs renovation.

•	 Physics & Astronomy
 - Current space is adequate and sufficient for current and future 

needs.
 - Submitting a joint Physics degree offered through the Texas 

Physics Consortium.  Many of the upper-division courses will be 
offered via distance learning technology.

 - New Programs:  Concentration in Astronomy & Astrophysics 
 - Current research is theoretical in nature or makes use of off-site 

facilities.  Space needs are office space

•	 Additional Feedback
 - The farm was discussed.  It has an estimated $1.3M in deferred 

maintenance.  There are programs that had space at the farm 
that are no longer active.  They are embarking on a new equine 
presence.  They will have a new riding arena and are looking at 
a Rodeo program.  The Animal Science program includes hogs, 
cows, and horses.  (Although they are no longer doing dairy cows 
– this facility needs to be razed.)  They are generated forage.  In 
particular, they are looking at the research into drought tolerant 
forage.  AgriLife (formerly the Texas Extension Service) is pushing 
cereal crop.  However, CSEA does not have an agronomy program.  
Master Plan team needs to make an appointment with Chris 
Elieson, farm manager. This was later accomplished.

 - The Science Building houses chemistry, Physics, Biology and 
Environmental Science.  It is a great building, but it is already full.  
These programs will not be able to grow anymore in this building.  
There is no more office space for new faculty.  Calculations show 
that they are running 10 FTE short at the moment. 

 - Research space is required.  They need more of what they cur-
rently have.  The original building was built to have a 3rd wing.  
This space is needed now.

 - Computer Science is housed in Journalism.  This space is not 
functional.  The building is old and Computer Science is not 
well-served.

 - Math is housed in Binnion.  It used to be a dormitory and is 
“medieval” and “uninviting.” 

 - CSEA sees the need for 3,300 seat classrooms.  This would allow 
them to change the way they teach.  They would like to teach to 
much larger section sizes for lectures.

 - CSEA would like to see space on campus encourage more teacher/
student collaboration.  The new Student Center space should be 
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replicated even as learning environments.
 - It was mentioned that Ferguson houses the Faculty Center for 

Teaching with Technology which doesn’t answer to academic 
affairs, but IT.  It doesn’t seem to make sense where it is currently 
located.

 - Top priorities for CSEA include the following buildings:  Journalism, 
Binnion, and Ferguson.  Perhaps these spaces can be converted to 
other uses (such as offices).  They no longer function adequately 
as teaching and learning environments.

 - The Science Building lacks sufficient lab, office, and classroom 
space. They would need to relocate graduate assistants out of 
offices in order to get more offices for faculty. There is inadequate 
research lab space AND teaching lab space in the Science Building. 
The existing labs are not all equipped properly (hoods, etc.). There 
are only three classrooms in the building so they end up going to 
the Agriculture Building, Art Building, or Administration Building. 
Class sizes are typically 15 and 30 students. There are typically 60 
or 80 students enrolled in introductory classes. 

 - The concept of building a shared general classroom building 
is appealing to them. One of the problems they have with the 
existing classrooms is equipment, sight lines, etc. More consistent 
and higher levels of instructional technology would help allevi-
ate these problems. 

 - The Science Building has three very nice classrooms. They are 
prime real estate. Occasionally, they have classes in the Science 
Building where they would like to move the chairs around.  
However, all the classrooms in that building are auditorium style. 

 - The Math Skills Center is in a small classroom and does not meet 
the needs of the Mathematics department. The department also 
has a testing center in Ferguson which they utilize. Ideally, they 
would like to combine the Math Skills Center and Testing Center 
into a location more convenient to the Mathematics department. 
When asked if the Skills Center and Testing Center could be 
combined into a central, shared facility, the interviewee replied 
that they would need direction from the upper administration 
on how to operate more efficiently to best serve the students. At 
other universities, the math department is in charge of testing 
incoming math students.

 - The offices open out into the hall and the noise factor makes 
work time difficult. 

 - Department and faculty offices and classroom furniture is out 
of date. For example, the furniture in the work room was built 
in 1970’s when there were no printers and copy machines. With 
these technologies, the workroom is not effective. The furniture 
in the faculty lounge is irregular that limits the number of people 
it can accommodate. 

 - On average, 5-6 students are sharing one hood(Research Pods) 
which is not adequate for safety and productivity purposes.
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Non-Academic Departments
•	 Police and Public Safety

 - This department is located on Monroe Street on the back (east) 
side of campus in Henderson Hall. They occupy a corner of the 
bottom floor. The current space is small and they have outgrown 
it. Henderson Hall is an old resident hall so there is little capacity 
to make changes or upgrades, especially to meet technology 
needs. They cannot meet current technology needs through 
renovation of the existing space. 

 - Police and Public Safety have partnered with Residential Living 
and Learning on certain initiatives. For example, they have dis-
cussed the possibility of moving their police bicycle patrol facility 
into a residence hall. 

 - A portion of the department has been moved to the infirmary 
because they were having leaks in the property room. 

 - Police and Public Safety would like to put their unit together 
into one building. 

 - At one point Police and Public Safety had a substation in a resi-
dence hall.

 - Currently, there is no safe area to bring prisoners into the build-
ing from a patrol car.

 - Do not locate any future police building near academics. 
 - Many students do not know where they are located. This is pri-

marily because they are located on the back side of campus. 
 - Police and Public Safety need a location that will serve faculty, 

staff, and students while at the same time meeting special needs. 
One example of a special requirement is their unique exiting 
needs – for handling prisoners and to quickly respond to emer-
gencies on campus. 

 - Police and Public Safety do not have enough parking spots for 
existing service vehicles at their current location. This means there 
is not adequate parking for visitors as well. An issue with the cur-
rent parking situation is that they are parking marked vehicles 
in a public area with no special security or cameras. Vehicles can 
be tampered with easily.

 - Police and Public Safety need a second holding space, specifi-
cally for juveniles. 

 - The front entrance does not have a handicap entrance. Handicap 
visitors have to enter the rear of the building and go through an 
area where they are processed. This is a safety issue.

 - Most of the housing surrounding the campus is single family 
rental homes. There are also some local businesses. 

 - Lighting on campus is a priority issue for Police and Public Safety. 
Some lighting around the perimeter of campus is controlled by 
them; some controlled by others. 

 - Currently, there is no access control for the campus. Police and 
Public Safety do not have a way to lock down and control the 
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campus as a whole. However, they like the open connection to 
the community. 

 - Police and Public Safety do not share facilities with Commerce 
City police. 

 - There are some public safety issues caused, or exacerbated by, 
building design. The Prairie Crossing building is poorly designed. 
There are no cameras. The parking garage which is attached to 
the apartments is the location of the most car burglaries.  

 - Most public safety issues are in the residence halls. 
 - Police and Public Safety have grown their number of officers 

recently. Thus, more lockers are needed.

•	 Facilities and Support
 - They will need more space in the warehouse as enrollment grows. 

It would be convenient to have a small warehouse near the Field 
House to store items such as chairs and staging. (About the same 
size as the storage at Celebration Station.)

 - Consider building a special events center for graduation.
 - The location of the Facilities compound is sufficient. The only 

problem is its proximity to student vehicular traffic coming into 
and out of the nearby parking lot. It would be nice to have a 
connector road to relieve Neal Street. 

 - The Grounds group would like to have their implement shed tied 
into the other space they have. 

 - Currently, most event equipment is stored at the Facilities com-
pound. When they need to set up for an event (such as the 
Robotics event happening that weekend in the Field House) they 
have to transport the equipment from the compound to where it 
is needed on campus. It would be much more convenient, as well 
as less damaging to the equipment, to have storage connected 
to or near the Field House. There is no direct route between the 
Field House and Facilities compound. Currently, they have to 
drive fork lifts transporting materials on the road.

 - Green space is an important asset that students seem to enjoy. As 
the campus grows, green space should be preserved and added.

 - The One Stop Shop should be more recognizable for student 
way finding. 

 - Possible second warehouse locations are: due south of the One 
Stop Shop at Campbell and Walnut Streets, the current volleyball 
court, near Journalism and the cooling towers, or as an addition 
to the Field House. 

 - The following buildings are buildings that Facilities staff feel are 
the most dilapidated and could be considered candidates for 
demolition: Hall of Languages, Performing Art Center, F Dorms, 
and the 6 residential dorms adjoining Phase 1, (and Smith and 
Berry Halls are not too far behind). 

 - There is a 1,000 ton chiller associated with the Art Sculpture 
Building. Any plans for possible demolition or renovation of this 
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building would need to consider the chiller. The chiller should stay. 
 - Administration Building mechanical is in bad shape. 
 - There is a need for permanent outdoor event space (i.e. a place 

for bonfires). 
 - The Safety department needs a better office complex, especially 

as relates to inventory and fire suppression equipment. Much of 
their inventory is temperature sensitive. There is some issue with 
the storage of chemicals. The current location of their storage 
away from the academic buildings means that there are only 
a few trained personnel that can transport the chemicals from 
their receiving to the academic buildings. The chemicals must 
be transported on Highway 50. It would be better to have a small 
storage building on the same block as the Science Building. 

 - The Plumbing department space is sufficient for now, with the 
exception of needing indoor storage space for their sewer system.

 - The hot water system to the Administration Building is in bad 
shape/deteriorated. Other issues are usually under buildings. 
The Science Building is a standalone building. 

 - The gas lines are about at capacity with the current load. 
 - The Football Stadium was built in 1958. It leaks a significant 

amount of water. There is quite a bit of structural movement. 
The Stadium is not a good option for storage because of the 
problems with leaking. There are new bleachers and concessions 
on the east side of the field. The lighting is new. The locker rooms 
are in bad shape. There are issues with the air conditioning in the 
press boxes (duct too small, difficult to size up). Rusting steel in 
the ceilings is popping concrete off the ceilings. 

 - Education South building required a replacement to its fire alarm 
system. 

 - The majority of the students are parking on the south side of the 
campus. Consider adding a pedestrian entrance into the south 
side of the Library. 

 - The University needs to think through their parking needs for the 
future, especially as they pertain to parking for the residential 
students. Consider the parking that will be removed due to new 
construction in the future. 

 - The campus will eventually need an integrated announcement/
alert system. 

 - If the Hall of Languages building is to remain operational, it will 
need a new HVAC system. Binnion and Henderson Halls would 
be next in line for new HVAC systems. 

 - One of the Facilities personnel feels the New Pride Apartments 
are not well designed, the buildings are too close together and 
the landscape is difficult to maintain (especially because of the 
numerous individual HVAC units).

•	 Business and Administration
 - The training development room is too small. They would like a 



Interviews & Space Requests

 Campus Master Plan
 Texas A&M University-Commerce
 Page 4.53

room that is the same size as room BA 343. 
 - Some of the rooms this department uses are being taken away, 

making even more of a space crunch for them. 
 - The financial services space is tight. They currently use an open 

concept floor plan but this creates a problem with privacy. 
 - The lobby of the Administration Building is being used for Cashier 

Services; however, this is a problem because the lobby is a thor-
oughfare; thus, not very private. There are some Cashier stations in 
the One Stop Shop due to demand. Originally, all of the Cashiering 
functions were going to be in the One Stop Shop, but there was 
not enough space in the end.

 - The Bursar is short on space. They need additional space to talk 
to students privately. 

 - The Purchasing department needs conference room space for 
pre-bid meetings, etc. The current second floor conference space 
is too small.

 - Auxiliary Services is housed in the Administration Building and in 
the Student Center (Lion Card). During large carding events in the 
Student Center it is hard to manage more than five students at a 
time in the Lion Card space. This means that the overflow is in the 
hallway, making it extra crowded during orientation. There is no 
storage in the Lion Card space; they have to use a facilities closet 
one floor above for storage. It would be best if they could move 
as much of their department into the Administration Building 
as possible. This could be accomplished by identifying adequate 
classrooms and office space for the College of Business in a dif-
ferent building, freeing up the existing College of Business space 
in use in the Administration Building.

 - The Property department has no room to grow. 
 - The Budget Director reports his space is sufficient but they do 

need access to a conference space. 
 - The One Stop Shop is at capacity. It is just not big enough to 

serve all the students. This problem will be exacerbated as the 
University moves more toward full service.

 - The Student Access and Success Center is rapidly becoming 
too small for all of the units housed in it. This is the first place 
students go. 

 - The campus will need more parking but not within the next five 
years. There will need to be parking near the new housing. 

 - They would like to see some retail concepts along the walking 
mall such as a coffee cart. 

 - The current postal service facility is small and only open two hours 
a day. It is also away from the main part of campus. They need 
a better post office with longer hours and UPS, FedEx, Lonestar. 
The post office used to be in the original Student Center. 

 - It would be nice to bring all campus buildings to the east side of 
Highway 50 so that students are not crossing the Highway. Many 



Interviews & Space Requests

Campus Master Plan 
Texas A&M University-Commerce 
Page 4.54 

students do not cross the Highway at the designated crosswalks. 
Live Oak does not have a crosswalk. Street lighting past the main 
intersection is poor (there is none).

 - Things about the campus that they do not like are the Football 
Stadium, Journalism Building, Performing Arts Center, and the 
elevators in many buildings are small and outdated. 

 - There is the potential for some nice green space where the old 
music building used to be.

 - Some of the city streets and sidewalks are in poor condition. 
 - The Student Health Services location at the “back” of campus 

is difficult to locate and access. It would be better located near 
the residence halls. 

 - Consider putting a mini-student center with second food court 
near the residence halls (south campus).   Also consider replac-
ing the current US Post Office with a UPS store.  This could be an 
added source of income for the University, and a major service 
to our community (nearest UPS or FED EX is in Greenville) and 
to students (especially international students.

 - A small movie theatre/lecture hall of 200-300 seats would be a 
good addition to the campus inventory. 

 - There are currently plans to include bike lanes in any future major 
street improvement projects both on campus and off. 

 - There needs to be a multipurpose space to replace the Field 
House (although do not demolish the Field House). It would 
provide space for commencement/graduation. A capacity of 
6,000 – 8,000 would be good for this new building/arena. If it is 
built, it would probably be west of Highway 50.  

 - They would like to upgrade the sports facilities (Field House) for 
all users, but especially for athletes. 

 - The Nexus Lab in the Library was a big improvement/addition. It 
is a magnet for the students. It is used for printing and copying. 

•	 Alumni
 - The meeting room in the Alumni Center is already too small and 

is frequently used by outside groups - especially since the new 
Student Center  does not have as many meeting rooms as the 
old center. On average two outside groups a day use the meeting 
room. The room is even used by academic units teaching classes 
occasionally. The meeting room is not really large enough for the 
Alumni Board to meet comfortably when all the board members 
are present. There is also a smaller conference room in the Alumni 
Center that is used by outside groups. 

 - There are enough offices in the Alumni Center. They planned 
ahead for staff growth when designing the building. The work-
room is also sufficient. Again, their main need is for space to host 
groups (a larger meeting room). 

 - They would like to bring the following related offices together into 
one location: Alumni Relations, Marketing and Communications, 
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and Development and Advancement Services. There needs to be 
a vision developed for physical expansion of these administra-
tive units. 

•	 Library
 - They have requested a TRB for 157,000 GSF.  They currently occupy 

140,000 GSF in their current library.  They would like to incorporate 
future space for offices for the faculty senate.  They would like to 
see more study rooms and collaborative faculty/student spaces.  
They would like to see large classrooms. 

 - Compact storage is already used on the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd floors 
in four areas.  Structurally, future use of this is limited.

 - The local public library in Commerce has been struggling.  It 
is in an old historic building which isn’t very accessible.  The 
University Library and the local public library cooperate on numer-
ous activities.

 - Overall, the Library said the campus has seen numerous improve-
ments over the last ten years.  The walking mall was considered 
a great asset.  The outside space has improved enormously with 
the addition of the courtyard and sunbrella awning outside 
of the café.  They have added more outdoor tables to total 40.  
This complements the expanded indoor café seating of now 80.  
They would like to continue to explore the integration of indoor/
outdoor spaces on campus.  There also needs to be planned 
smoking areas.

 - The City of Commerce was described “as a walkable town – but 
with no walkable spaces.”  Meaning, that if people could physi-
cally find sidewalks to walk on, that this mode of transportation 
would be considered.  The streets are poorly maintained.  Perhaps 
there is opportunity for the University to work with the City in 
the maintenance of the streets that edge the campus.

 - Most students feel like they are “stepping back in time” when 
they arrive at the University.  Many are going backward from the 
quality and breadth of facilities that they have in high school.

 - Professor Mayo’s grave is considered a big part of the University 
tradition.  Its current location does not live up to its significance 
and potential.  More could be done to highlight this.

•	 Housing
 - Just this year, the University started a two year residence require-

ment for students unless you live within 50 miles of university 
and live with parents or guardian.

 - Craddock Hall should be taken off line next year – permanently. 
 - Residential Living and Learning would like to keep housing in-

house. They are not in favor of private partnerships.
 - Originally, new hall construction was going to be a four phase 

project. Pride Rock is the first phase. The second phase is a proj-
ect currently in construction. The third phase is planned for the 
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existing Leberman Hall site, however, parking is going in on that 
site now. The fourth phase would be located where the tennis 
courts and the rest of the old west halls are currently located. 
There is talk of relocating the tennis courts near the baseball/
softball fields. Phase three and four were originally going to be 
underclassman, but now the University is looking at what new 
housing they need for juniors and seniors (phase three), and for 
family housing (phase four). Family housing is up for debate with 
some supporting and some against this option. 

 - The University is trying to recruit more veterans and Hispanics. 
These are the two groups they are focusing on. Experience shows 
that these two groups will often bring their families with them.  
This means the University will need to offer apartment style 
family housing. About five years ago there was a discussion about 
potentially gutting and renovating Berry Hall into family housing. 
The location would be good in terms of its proximity to children’s 
daycare (learning center) and the children’s museum. The court-
yard of Berry Hall would be a good location for a playground. 
Ideally, any new family housing would not be built adjacent to 
housing for the younger students. On that note, Phase Four may 
not be an appropriate location for family housing. It is assumed 
that most family housing residents have vehicles. 

 - Housing options in the city of Commerce are limited. 
 - The northeast apartment complex layout is good, but the con-

struction is subpar.
 - Residential Living and Learning would like to avoid creating hous-

ing options where the students can park right in front of their 
doors and go inside without interacting with others. Apartment 
style housing seems to create this situation. 

 - Residence Life goal: Create Citizens.  They embrace the concept 
of a “Living and Learning” University.

 - The issues with offering family housing appear to be based on 
financial considerations. 

 - Currently, the University has 51 family housing units. Residential 
Living and Learning has eliminated nearly 120. The units were 
all full. The existing units are 1 ½ bedrooms with built-in dresser 
drawers and closets. They are approximately 800 sf; just big 
enough for a married couple or single mother and one child. The 
half bedroom is just big enough for a twin bed.

 - The Sorority and women’s housing buildings are fairly old (1960). 
For the most part, they are still in good condition. There is a 
concern that this may not be the right location for this type of 
housing due to its proximity to academic buildings. If sorority 
and women’s housing are rebuilt, they should be relocated.

 - There has been some discussion of possibly buying land along 
Neal Street to create a fraternity and sorority row. This is a good 
location because it leads up to the Student Center.
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 - Residential Living and Learning would like to create some kind of 
residential housing zone. One idea which involves existing and 
planned facilities would create a center courtyard, amphitheater, 
or event space. They wanted to have a convenience store in Phase 
2, but it was dropped because of funding cuts. They would also 
like to see a spirit shop nearby for students who live in this area. 
The spirit shop would sell items that included Residence Living 
themed merchandise such as “I lived in Pride Rock” t-shirts. This 
creates memories and identities for the space. Another extra 
space they would like to have (and are in talks with the rec sports 
people about) is a bicycle repair shop. There is literally no place 
in town for repair. The cross country bike trail would eventually 
run near there. All of these initiatives would begin to create a 
real community.  

 - Smith Residence Hall – “It’s there like a rock”. However, Residential 
Living and Learning would like to do some renovations. They 
would like to upgrade the lobby and community bathrooms. 
Smith Hall would be a great building for the summer camps 
because it is separate from other housing. They could possibly 
use it year round for camps and conferences. If it is used for camps 
and conferences, they may need to turn the lobby into meeting 
space. This hall can be used in conjunction with groups using 
the ropes course for training (community groups, business, etc.). 
It does eventually need a new roof, the elevators need TLC, and 
new windows. The 1965 HVAC system is OK

 - Whitley Residence Hall is the high-rise. It is a landmark because it 
is the tallest building between Texarkana and Dallas. It has a new 
boiler and new roof. Also, the University had to repair exterior 
bricks that were detaching from the exterior façade. Residential 
Living and Learning would like to upgrade the elevators and 
electrical system (to accommodate laptops, mini-fridges, TVs, etc.). 
There are not enough outlets in the rooms.  Residential Living 
and Learning still owes debt from required life safety upgrades 
(sprinklers, etc.). Recent plumbing work addressed issues for the 
time being. This hall is for freshman only. Pride Rock is also for 
freshman only.

 - Regarding Residential Living and Learning staffing, they have 
been setting themselves up for the goal of housing 3,000 students. 
They have hired (or will hire) area coordinators, hall directors, and 
graduate students. The new buildings would pay for additional 
staff working in them.

 - Prairie Crossing Residence Hall was purchased four years ago 
from a private company. It is thought that is was purchased in 
part to prevent the value of the neighborhood from lessening. 
The property is four floors. One problem with this property is 
that it is on the far northeast side of campus away from the other 
residence halls. About 200 of the 250 beds are currently Honors 
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students; they seem to really like the facility because it is an 
apartment complex with kitchens, etc. However, Honors students 
could be role models and leaders if they were on campus with the 
rest of the residence halls. The building is not in good condition; 
there are problems with the building. For example the founda-
tion is shifting, exterior wood was not pressure treated, doors 
are installed upside down, etc. But what would they do with it? 
They could tear the property down and make a parking garage. 
Perhaps they could make it into faculty and staff housing? Family 
housing could be located in this property, but they would have 
to fill in the pool and install a playground. 

 - Residential Living and Learning would like to see: apartments for 
faculty and staff; family housing; and a year round conference 
center. They think they have what it takes to be a year round 
conference center by providing cost effective conferences. One 
way to provide cost effective conference services is to draw on 
faculty and staff, the Cain Center, and ropes course. The only 
thing preventing a successful conference center is the lack of 
housing for guests. 

 - The University has a large international population. In general, 
international students gravitate to each other. East Indian stu-
dents like to live together in apartments where they can cook; 
they are usually graduate students. Although their administration 
decided the South Korean students should have the full American 
experience and live with other students from the USA, the South 
Korean students themselves requested transfers to live with other 
Korean students. In general, they live in freshman housing and 
are usually undergraduates.

 - In terms of special communities, there are two Honors groups 
(Green and Dobbs), a spirit floor, freshman leadership class (one 
floor in Whitley), sophomore year experience, and they are trying 
to establish a floor for first year music students. Agricultural 
Science and Music first year classes are generally close knit. 
There is a requirement that football players must live on campus. 
Currently, most freshmen football players live in Whitley Hall and 
the remainder of the players live in New Pride. However, there is 
pressure from the players to gain permission to move off campus.

 - Residential Living and Learning would like to see more dining 
services. The nicest restaurants in town are Lone Star and Pandas. 
A new Italian restaurant is under construction.

•	 General Campus Issues
 - Faculty and staff are pleased with the improvements in the last 

few years. It would be nice to have a large multi-purpose facility 
that could host graduation. The town of Commerce doesn’t offer 
much for the students or faculty and staff. There is concern that 
crossing the highway is dangerous. 

 - The Halladay Student Services building is basically a “second stop 
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shop” rather than a “one stop shop.” 
 - The residential students eat at the Student Center  and the bistro 

in the Library. The bistro in the Library may be expanding soon. 
When the University reaches 3,000 students living on campus, 
they will probably need a dedicated dining hall.  Faculty/staff like 
to eat in the existing Student Center dining hall; however, they 
take up room from students. One future possibility would be to 
create a dedicated faculty/staff dining area that could be open 
to public in the evening. 

 - There appears to be opportunities to encourage the “town/gown” 
cooperation.  However, the City of Commerce does not have 
resources to contribute to any partnerships.  Opportunities for 
the town and University should be explored in the areas of family 
and faculty/staff housing in the town. Currently, the community 
uses the pool on the weekend. If there was a bowling alley, the 
community would use it. The existing playhouse is open to the 
public. The public can visit the telescope. The music and science 
buildings (performance spaces and planetarium) are also used 
by the public. Residential Living and Learning would like to see 
some kind of new fine arts center where the University could 
invite the community to participate in events. 

 - Students state that they love the campus, but that there is not 
enough for them to do in town. 

 - Would like to see walking bridges across the highway.
 - The Math Building is a maze. Henderson Hall is connected to it 

and you can easily get lost.
 - A new multi-use room is needed that should accommodate 1,000 

people. However, in reality, there are groups of over 2,000 (Cold 
War event) that currently use the Field House. A very large meet-
ing facility shared with the city would accommodate meeting 
needs and be a resource to the community. 

 - There is no real “epicenter” of the campus now. They need one. 
The lack of epicenter may be due to the fact that the campus 
was a commuter campus. 

 - Electronic connectivity is important. The whole campus should 
be Wi-Fi connected. There should be plenty of electric outlets 
for charging.

 - The Hall of Languages needs more electronic (IT) connectivity.
 - The University needs to build more academic buildings.  They 

need to modernize, and build “neat” spaces that the students 
want to be in. 

 - There is a lack of safe bike lanes and sidewalks. The existing 
sidewalks are in poor condition. 

 - Campus design should consider drop-off areas for vehicles drop-
ping off people. Provide awnings if possible for when it is raining. 
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Space Requests
Questionnaires and space spreadsheets were distributed to each of 
the academic and non-academic colleges, schools, groups, and depart-
ments.  The leaders responded by detailing the current space needs as 
well as the future needs to support enrollment growth for a five year 
planning window.  The resulting information was summarized and pre-
sented to the master plan committee.  Further feedback and revisions 
were then incorporated to produce the final list of spaces required to 
support growth. 

The resulting list of space needs published on the following pages, 
represents a vetted, conservative approach.  It is not a list based on 
calculated space projections, but a list intended to move the University 
through its stages of growth, identifying current and five year space 
needs.  The space projections, based on formulae, discussed in the 
next chapter list the ideal square feet needed per space type, and are 
organized by enrollment milestones. 

Overall, academic, non-academic, and classroom spaces currently total 
896,581 ASF on campus.  To meet current need, an additional 171,295 
ASF is required.  This would result in a total of 988,053 ASF.  To meet 
five year need, an additional 178,205 ASF is required, resulting in a total 
of 1,245,561 ASF. Overall, a total of 349,500 ASF of additional space is 
required to meet needs for the next five years.

Total Campus Total Existing Area
Current Need 5 Year Need Total Current + Future Need  

Difference 
(Sq/Ft)

Total Area Difference 
(Sq/Ft)

Total Area Difference 
(Sq/Ft)(Sq/Ft) (Sq/Ft)

Academic Spaces 426,542 539,102 112,560 608,552 69,450 182,010

Non-Academic Spaces 390,736 448,951 58,735 524,706 75,755 134,490

Classroom Spaces (100s) 79,303 112,303 33,000 33,000

Total 896,581 988,053 171,295 1,245,561 178,205 349,500
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Academic Space Requests
Overall, the current academic departments occupy 426,542 ASF of 
space.  They are requesting an additional  112,560 ASF to meet current 
needs with an additional 69,450 ASF needed to meet future five year 
growth.  Total space needed to accommodate five year growth is 608,552 
ASF, or an additional 182,010 ASF above current inventory.  This is an 
increase over existing space of 43%.  The total academic space request 
is summarized on the next page along with a table summarizing space 
requests by college.  Subsequent pages break down each college by 
listing space requests by groups within the colleges. 

The pie chart below illustrates the percentage of the total space 
requested for each academic college has requested to meet their five 
year needs. 
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The boxes below are in proportion to each other.

Needed Space: 112,303 ASF

Classroom 
Space

Current Space: 79,303 ASF

Academic
Space

Current Needed Space: 539,102 ASF (Difference of 112,560)

Current Space: 426,542 ASF

Future Needed Space: 608,552 ASF (Difference of 69,450 ASF)

Academic Space Needs Total Existing Area

Current Need 5 Year Need Total Current + Future 
Need  Difference 

(Sq/Ft)
Total Area Difference 

(Sq/Ft)

Total Area Difference
(Sq/Ft)(Sq/Ft) (Sq/Ft)

Academic Spaces 426,542 539,102 112,560 608,552 69,450 182,010

Classroom Spaces (100s) 79,303 112,303 33,000 33,000

Total 505,845 539,102 112,560 720,855 102,450 215,010

112,560 ASF is being requested to meet current need.  
PLEASE NOTE: General classroom space has been fac-
tored into requested space separately.  This also does 
not reflect the need to replace existing space which 
has severe qualitative and functional inadequacy.  
While current ASF may be of sufficient quantity, it is 
not of sufficient quality.
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College Summary 

College 
Total Existing 

Area  
(Sq/Ft)

Current Need Future Need Total Current + Future 
Need  Difference 

(Sq/Ft)
Total Area  

(Sq/Ft)
Difference  

(Sq/Ft)
Total Area 

(Sq/Ft)
Difference 

(Sq/Ft)

College of Business and Entrepreneurship 25,901 35,461 9,560 41,641 6,180 15,740

College of Education and Human Services 146,546 178,996 32,450 222,116 43,120 75,570

College of Humanities, Social Sciences & Arts 115,834 144,869 29,035 144,869 0 29,035

College of Sciences, Engineering & Agriculture 138,261 179,776 41,515 199,926 20,150 61,665

Totals 426,542 539,102 112,560 608,552 69,450 182,010
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College of Business and Entrepreneurship

College of Business and Entrepreneurship Space Requests

Department

Total Existing Area  
(Sq/Ft)

Current Need 5 Year Need Total Current 
and Future Need 

(Sq/Ft)
Total Area 

(Sq/Ft)
Difference 

(Sq/Ft)
Total Area 

(Sq/Ft)
Difference 

(Sq/Ft)
Department of Accounting 1,985 2,465 480 3,185 720 1,200
Department of Business Administration 20,350 25,190 4,840 28,140 2,950 7,790
Department of Finance/Economics 2,139 5,459 3,320 6,719 1,260 4,580
Department of Marketing/Marketing Management 1,427 2,347 920 3,597 1,250 2,170
Total 25,901 35,461 9,560 41,641 6,180 15,740
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College of Education and Human Services
College of Education and Human Services Space Requests

Department
Total Existing Area 

(Sq/Ft)

Current Need 5 Year Need 
Total Current and Future Need 

(Sq/Ft)Total Area 
(Sq/Ft)

Difference (Sq/
Ft)

Total Area 
(Sq/Ft)

Difference 
(Sq/Ft)

Department of Curriculum and Instruction 16,511 16,511 0 16,511 0 0
Department of Education 23,291 25,781 2,490 28,281 2,500 4,990
Department of Health and Human Performance 70,779 85,929 15,150 100,459 14,530 29,680
Department of Nursing 2,320 10,930 8,610 30,250 19,320 27,930
Department of Psychology and Special Education 26,365 28,805 2,440 32,565 3,760 6,200
Department of Social Work 7,280 11,040 3,760 14,050 3,010 6,770
Total 146,546 178,996 32,450 222,116 43,120 75,570
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College of Humanities, Social Sciences & Arts
College of Humanities, Social Sciences & Arts Space Requests

Department
Total Existing Area 

(Sq/Ft)

Current Need 5 Year Need Total Current and Future 
Need(Sq/Ft)Total Area 

(Sq/Ft)
Difference 

(Sq/Ft)
Total Area 

(Sq/Ft)
Difference 

(Sq/Ft)
Department of Art 32,736 61,021 28,285 61,021 0 28,285
Department of History 5,550 6,300 750 6,300 0 750
Department of Literature 13,009 13,009 0 13,009 0 0
Department of Liberal Studies 294 294 0 294 0 0
Department of Communications and Speech 2,931 2,931 0 2,931 0 0
Department of Mass Media 4,941 4,941 0 4,941 0 0
Department of Music 29,224 29,224 0 29,224 0 0
Department of Political Science 2,876 2,876 0 2,876 0 0
Department of Sociology & Criminal Justice 4,639 4,639 0 4,639 0 0
Department of Theatre and Dance 19,634 19,634 0 19,634 0 0
Total 165,422 174,384 8,962 187,010 12,626 29,035
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College of Sciences, Engineering & Agriculture
College of Sciences, Engineering & Agriculture Space Requests

Department
Total Existing Area 

(Sq/Ft)

Current Need 5 Year Need Total Current and 
Future Need 

(Sq/Ft)Total Area 
(Sq/Ft)

Difference 
(Sq/Ft)

Total Area 
(Sq/Ft)

Difference 
(Sq/Ft)

Department of Agricultural Sciences 57,714 74,474 16,760 79,754 5,280 22,040
Department of Biological & Environmental Science 18,285 27,525 9,240 29,525 2,000 11,240
Department of Chemistry 16,941 20,541 3,600 22,811 2,270 5,870
Department of Computer Science & Information Systems 5,791 10,636 4,845 12,766 2,130 6,975
Department of Engineering & Technology 19,758 26,068 6,310 29,603 3,535 9,845
Department of Mathematics 7,175 7,935 760 11,995 4,060 4,820
Department of Physics & Astronomy 12,597 12,597 0 13,472 875 875
Total 138,261 179,776 41,515 199,926 20,150 61,665
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Non-Academic Space Requests
Overall, the current non-academic departments occupy 390,736 ASF of 
space.  They are requesting an additional 58,735 ASF to meet current 
needs with an additional 75,755 ASF needed to meet future five year 
growth.  This total of 524,706 ASF represents an increase over existing 
space of 34%.  Total space needed to accommodate five year growth 
is 524,706 ASF, or an additional 134,490 ASF above current inventory. 
Subsequent pages list all Non-Academic Departments and their current 
and requested space.. 

Non-Academic
Space

Current Needed Space: 448,951 ASF (Difference of 58,735 ASF)

Future Needed Space: 524,706 ASF (Difference of 75,755 ASF)

Current Space: 390,736 ASF

58,735 ASF is being requested in current 
needed  additional spaces. 

Non-Academic
Space Needs

Total Existing Area

Current Need 5 Year Need Total Current + Future 
Need  Difference 

(Sq/Ft)
Total Area Difference 

(Sq/Ft)

Total Area Difference 
(Sq/Ft)(Sq/Ft) (Sq/Ft)

Totals 390,736 448,951 58,735 524,706 75,755 134,490
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Non-Academic Space Summary 

Non-Academic Department Total Existing 
Area

Current Need 5 Year Need Total Current and 
Future Need 

(Sq/Ft)
Total Area

Difference (Sq/Ft)
Total Area

Difference (Sq/Ft)
(Sq/Ft) (Sq/Ft)

Administrative Support 2,356 2,356 0 2,356 0 0
Alumni Relations 4,098 7,098 3,000 7,538 440 3,440
Central Operations 2,255 2,255 0 2,255 0 0
Child Care Service 9,158 14,998 5,840 16,418 1,420 7,260
Communication and Services 1,020 2,480 1,460 3,430 950 2,410
Community Relations 4,126 4,126 0 4,126 0 0
Computer Services, Administrative 2,924 2,924 0 2,924 0 0
Construction and Maintenance 159 739 580 1,079 340 920
Custodial Services 2,009 3,009 1,000 3,009 0 1,000
Development 2,433 2,433 0 2,433 0 0
Employee Personnel and Records 2,676 4,576 1,900 4,896 320 2,220
Environmental Health and Safety 778 2,158 1,900 3,538 1,380 3,280
Fiscal Control 3,868 5,568 1,700 8,058 2,490 4,190
Fiscal Operations 1,197 1,777 580 2,117 340 920
Food Service 23,695 23,695 0 23,695 0 0
Functional Operations 8,802 9,362 560 9,362 0 560
Furnishings Maintenance and Equipment Inventory 2,824 5,824 3,000 11,324 5,500 8,500
Grounds Maintenance 5,346 5,346 0 5,346 0 0
Handicapped 947 2,747 1,800 4,667 1,920 3,720
Health Service 5,297 6,577 1,280 7,217 640 1,920
Housing Service 43,479 43,479 0 43,479 0 0
Intercollegiate Athletics 28,496 37,516 9,020 39,336 1,820 10,840
Library 81,273 87,533 6,260 90,613 3,080 9,340
Office Vice President Graduate Studies 3,056 3,056 0 3,056 0 0
Office, President Or Chancellor 8,698 8,698 0 8,698 0 0
Office, Vice President Academic Affairs 2,145 2,145 0 2,145 0 0
Office, Vice President Personnel, and Administration 2,802 3,442 640 3,882 440 1,080
Office, Vice President Student Affairs 758 758 0 1,638 880 880
Office, Vice President University Relations 3,744 4,169 425 6,494 2,325 2,750
Physical Plant Operation 27,130 27,130 0 27,130 0 0
Placement Service 220 220 0 220 0 0
Purchasing and Materials 964 3,604 2,640 4,844 1,240 3,880
Recreation 34,926 34,926 0 70,946 36,020 36,020
Retail Service - Concessions 6,891 12,031 5,140 12,031 0 5,140
Student Activities 28,031 28,231 200 37,231 9,000 9,200
Student Admissions and Records 6,093 6,093 0 7,453 1,360 1,360
Student Financial Aid 1,942 3,942 2,000 4,382 440 2,440
Student Organizations 3,480 4,260 780 4,260 0 780
Student Services 12,230 12,230 0 12,230 0 0
Supporting Facility 3,144 4,504 1,360 4,504 0 1,360
Traffic and Security 3,797 9,467 5,670 12,877 3,410 9,080
Transportation Services 1,469 1,469 0 1,469 0 0

Totals 390,736 448,951 58,735 524,706 75,755 134,490
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Requests Summary
Overall, the current academic and non-academic departments, as well 
as the 110s classrooms occupy 896,581 ASF of space.  Total requests are 
for an additional 171,295 ASF to meet current need, and an additional 
178,205ASF to meet future five year need.  This is a total of 349,500 ASF 
of additional space over the current existing space.  This represents an 
overall increase of 39% over the current space.  This is summarized below.

Total Campus Total Existing Area
Current Need 5 Year Need Total Current + Future Need  

Difference 
(Sq/Ft)

Total Area Difference 
(Sq/Ft)

Total Area Difference 
(Sq/Ft)(Sq/Ft) (Sq/Ft)

Academic Spaces 426,542 539,102 112,560 608,552 69,450 182,010

Non-Academic Spaces 390,736 448,951 58,735 524,706 75,755 134,490

Classroom Spaces (100s) 79,303 112,303 33,000 33,000

Total 896,581 988,053 171,295 1,245,561 178,205 349,500

Current Enrollment Space Projections  
(ASF THECB Predicted Average of Similar Sized Institutions)

Space Type
"Existing 

(Fall 2011)"
THECB Predicted Fall 2011

"Requested 
(Current)"

% Change Between Existing &  
Requested (Current)

Teaching 262,951 349,361 392,521 49%

Research 17,215 22,149 40,615 136%

Office 212,478 218,704 246,993 16%

Library 105,077 131,552 109,597 4%

Support 45,207 64,959 51,157 13%

Total 642,928 786,725 840,883 31%
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Space Standards
A&M-Commerce has developed space standards for use when plan-
ning future construction projects.  Full space standards can be found 
at the  Texas A&M System Office of Facilities Planning & Construction, 
Project Control. 

The standards are outlined below: 

Space Use 
Code

ASF Description

Classroom Facilities

110 900 Standard Classroom (Capacity: 36)

110 1,250 Medium Classroom

110 1,800 Large Classroom

110 2,500 Medium Lecture

115 500 Classroom Service

Class Laboratory Facilities

210 1,200 Class Laboratory

210 1,200 Molecular Biology Lab

210 1,200 Field Biology Lab

210 450 Biology Prep Lab

210 1,200 Organic Chemistry Lab

210 300 Chemistry Prep Lab

210 1,000 Student Media Lab

210 1,000 Newsroom

210 300 Digital Photo Lab

215 300 Class Laboratory Service

220 720 Special Class Open Laboratory

220 1,080 Computer Labs

220 875 Distance Education Classrooms

225 300 Special Class Open Laboratory Service

230 400 Individual Study Laboratory

235 300 Individual Study Laboratory Service

250 400 Research/Non-Class Laboratory

255 400 Research/Non-Class Laboratory Service
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Space Use 
Code

ASF Description

Office Facilities

310 120 Office/Advisor Office

310 300 President’s Office

310 225 Provost’s Office

310 150 Associate VP for Academic Affairs

310 135 Assistant VP

315 100 Office Service/File Room

315 150 Work Room

350 250 Conference Room

350 400 President’s Conference Room

350 300 Provost’s Conference Room

350 800 Large Conference Room

355 100 Conference Room Service

Study Facilities

410 100 Study Space (Individual)

410 180 Study Space (Group)

420 2,000 Stack

430 1,500 Open-Stack Study Room

440 200 Processing Room

455 100 Study Service

General Use Facilities

610 4,500 Assembly

615 500 Assembly Service

620 2,895 Exhibition

625 120 Exhibition Service

630 1,000 Food Facility

635 200 Food Facility Service

650 1,200 Lounge

650 800 Lounge (Small)

655 225 Lounge Service

670 400 Recreation

675 150 Recreation Service

680 750 Meeting Room

685 150 Meeting Room Service
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everal techniques were used to predict space needs for Texas 
A&M University-Commerce as the University grows.  Rather 
than attempt to predict space needs based on a specific year, 
thresholds of enrollment were used.  The enrollment thresholds 

are: current headcount enrollment, 15,000 headcount, 20,000 headcount 
and 25,000 headcount.  By associating space projections with enroll-
ment rather than year, the campus can assess space needs based on 
actual enrollment, rather than attempting to follow a predetermined 
enrollment growth prediction that may not stay on trend. 

Several methodologies were used to determine and validate space 
needs.  These methodologies are:

 � Comparing requested space to the current Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board (THECB) space projection model.

 � Using the average of existing, published, THECB calculations for 
other institutions of similar size to predict space needs in the future. 

 � National Recreation Facilities Institute (NIRSA) calculations for pre-
dicting recreational space needs. 

 � Basic calculations for residential housing and parking. 

S

Texas A&M University-Commerce 
Music Building 
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THECB 5-Factor Model Calculations
The THECB’s space projection model is a tool developed to provide 
feedback based on current enrollment.  The five factor model calculated 
space needs for education and general spaces including teaching, 
library, research, office, and support space. Auxiliary spaces are not 
included in the model. 

Each category is based on elements that are incorporated into their 
space calculations:

 � Teaching Space - FTSE by level multiplied by NASF per FTSE deter-
mined by program type

 � Library Space - Faculty, students, approved programs, and holdings

 � Research Space - Average research expenditures or NASF per FTSE

 � Office Space - Faculty and staff multiplied by NASF factor or current 
Education & General (E&G) expenditures

 � Support Space - A percentage of the total prediction for all the 
other categories

The THECB describes the model as providing  “a fair and equitable 
assessment of space needs at Texas’ public universities, technical col-
leges, and public health-related institutions. It is used to assess the 
need for new construction and to determine whether an institution’s 
new construction will qualify for maintenance and operation funding 
provided by general revenue.” 

The space model can be found on the THECB web site, or 
at the following link: http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/index.
cfm?objectid=50871843-A0AE-4FFF-252C6ADAE5C6BF86.

Current & Requested Space vs. Current THECB 
Space Projection
The bar chart on the next page compares the existing assignable square 
feet on the A&M-Commerce campus to the university reported cur-
rent need, and Fall 2011 THECB space calculations.  The reported need 
was calculated from responses received as part of the data gathering 
effort.  Departments were asked to complete qualitative surveys and 
quantitative  spreadsheets that were compiled and turned into space 
needs and requests for current and five-year need.
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Both the THECB prediction and the requests for teaching space exceeds 
the actual available teaching space.  The request for research and office 
space exceeds the THECB prediction as well.  All of the space request 
made by Academic Departments exceed the THECB Prediction with 
the exception of library and support space.  Requested support space 
is almost equal to existing space, while the THECB model predicts the 
need for more support.  Requested support space may be lower because 
this is the type of space users may overlook when discussing space need 
or consider communal or shared space. 

The chart below graphically represents existing, requested and THECB 
predicted space needs. 
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Space Type
"Existing 

(Fall 2011)"
THECB Predicted (Fall 

2011)
"Requested 

(Current Need)"

% Change Between 
Existing &  

Requested (Current)

Teaching 262,951 349,361 392,521 49%

Research 17,215 22,149 40,615 136%

Office 212,478 218,704 246,993 16%

Library 105,077 131,552 109,597 4%

Support 45,207 64,959 51,157 13%

Total 642,928 786,725 840,883 31%
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THECB Predicted Averages
It is difficult to use the THECB space projection model to predict future E&G 
space needs based on future enrollment.  That is because many of the cal-
culations are based on program offerings, research expenditures, etc. that 
change based on the direction of the organization.  As universities grow, 
they take on additional programs and spaces that are not related to current 
conditions.  These changes may result in the addition of space intensive 
programs or the reverse, a focus on programs that require little space.  

The average of existing THECB recommendations for other universities 
of a similar size can be used to broadly predict future space needs.  This 
methodology was used as one way to examine A&M-Commerce growth.

Using existing THECB projections of similar sized institutions, predications 
for space needs at each of the enrollment thresholds were calculated. These 
predications are illustrated on the following page. 

The THECB 2011 prediction for space represents an increase of nearly 62%, 
in order to meet the predicted 15,000 enrollment.  When the University 
reaches the 25,000 student enrollment threshold, space will need to grow 
by approximately 170% from today’s available space. 

One item to note is that the 15,000 student enrollment threshold space 
projection jumps from the existing 2011 THECB prediction and then levels 
off for the 20,000 and 25,000 enrollments.  This jump is because the space 
projections for 15,000, 20,000, and 25,000 enrollments is based on average 
space predictions per student per five-factor category of similar sized institu-
tions.  These institutions (> 15,000 students) have larger research programs.  
They also tend to have more space intensive programs.
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Space Type
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(Fall 2011)"
THECB Predicted 

(Fall 2011)
THECB Average (Fall 

2011)
THECB Average 

(15,000)
THECB Average 

(20,000)
THECB Average 

(25,000)

Teaching 262,951 349,361 383,116 535,777 714,369 892,961 

Research 17,215 22,149 56,709 79,306 105,741 132,177 

Office 212,478 218,704 268,572 375,590 500,786 625,983 

Library 105,077 131,552 127,217 177,909 237,212 296,515 

Support 45,207 64,959 75,205 105,172 140,230 175,287 

Total 642,928 786,725 910,819 1,273,754 1,698,338 2,122,923 
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Recreation
NIRSA formulae were used to calculate recreational space needs for each 
of the enrollment thresholds.  The results are listed in the table below.  
There is a need for additional recreation space, both indoor and outdoor 
fields, at A&M-Commerce.  At the 25,000 student enrollment threshold, 
there will be a need for 2,584,468 ASF of total recreation space. 

Student Enrollment NIRSA Calculations (ASF) NIRSA Calculations (GSF)

Existing Fall 2011 - 10,726

Projected Fall 2011 - 10,726 1,499,232 2,023,963 

15,000 2,016,242 2,721,927 

20,000 2,055,933 2,775,510 

25,000 2,584,468 3,489,032 
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Housing
As illustrated in the bar chart and table on the next page, a variety of options 
for residence hall needs were explored.  These options included calculating 
space needs for various percents of student enrollment housed on campus.  
Calculations for percent of student enrollment housed on campus were 20%, 
25%, and 30% respectively.  

Calculations for gross square feet per bed vary.  For this study, 200, 250, and 
300 GSF per bed was calculated. 

Further information and exploration of the housing needs was undertaken 
through the exploration of public/private partnerships through another 
Master Plan team member. 
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Options for Residence Hall Beds

Existing Beds 30% in Dorms 25% in Dorms 20% in Dorms Planned/Goal

30% Enrollment in Dorms 200 GSF/Bed 250 GSF/Bed 300 GSF/Bed

15,000 Enrollment  900,000  1,125,000  1,350,000 

20,000 Enrollment  1,200,000  1,500,000  1,800,000 

25,000 Enrollment  1,500,000  1,875,000  2,250,000 

25% Enrollment in Dorms

15,000 Enrollment  750,000  937,500  1,125,000 

20,000 Enrollment  1,000,000  1,250,000  1,500,000 

25,000 Enrollment  1,250,000  1,562,500  1,875,000 

Prescribed Beds in Dorms

15,000 Enrollment  520,000  650,000  780,000 

20,000 Enrollment  600,000  750,000  900,000 

25,000 Enrollment  600,000  750,000  900,000 

During data collection, the administration indicated 
a goal of housing 3,000 students on campus. A 
university moves from being considered a commuter 
campus to a residential campus when 25% or more of 
their students are housed on campus.   At 3,000 beds, 
the University will fall below this percentage. 
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Parking
The parking infrastructure for a campus is an integral factor in student 
satisfaction.  A metric was used to determine the amount of parking 
stalls required to accommodate the projected student headcount for 
each enrollment threshold.  This metric included separate calculations 
for residential students, commuter students, faculty, staff, and visitors. 
Three hundred twenty-four square feet per parking stall, which includes 
the area required for the parking stall and drive aisles, was used to 
compute the paved area required on the site.  The actual required land 
area will be refined once the design layout of the parking lots are com-
pleted.  Oddly configured sites (unusual shapes, narrow sites, etc.) are 
more difficult to use efficiently for parking, and the land area required 
per stall will be higher.

Required parking calculated for the A&M-Commerce campus assumed 
25% of student headcount would be residential students. 

Required acreage for each major enrollment category is as follows, and 
represents total needed acres, not additional acres, per phase. 

 � 15,000 Enrollment

•	 Main Campus: 46 Acres

 � 20,000 Enrollment

•	 Main Campus: 59 Acres

 � 25,000 Enrollment

•	 Main Campus: 70 Acres

Student Enrollment
Number of Parking 

Spaces Needed
Square Footage 

Required
Approximate Acres 

Required

Existing Fall 2011 Enrollment 3,147 

Projected Fall 2011 Enrollment 4,792 1,557,466 36 

15,000 Enrollment 6,189 2,011,565 46 

20,000 Enrollment 7,863 2,555,473 59 

25,000 Enrollment 9,366 3,043,984 70 

At 25,000 enrollment, with a residential student 
population, the university will need approximately 
6,220 additional parking spaces.
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PROJECTED PARKING

Parking spaces calculated at 325 sf per stall

Existing Space

Existing Parking Spaces - 3,147  
Parking - 10,726 Headcount (With 2,100 
Residence Beds)

Headcount % for Parking Spaces Needed
Students 8,626 25% 2,157
Students Living On Campus 2,100 75% 1,575
Faculty 501 75% 376
Staff 797 80% 638

Sub-Total:4,745
Visitors:47

Total - Fall 2011 Headcount:4,792
Required SF - Fall 2011:1,557,466

Parking - 15,000 Headcount (With 2,600 
Student Headcount Living On Campus)

Headcount % for Parking Spaces Needed
Students 12,400 25% 3,100
Students Living On Campus 2,600 75% 1,950
Faculty 524 75% 393
Staff 857 80% 685

Sub-Total:6,128
Visitors:61

Total - 40,415 Headcount:6,189
Required SF - 40,415 Headcount:2,011,565

Parking - 20,000 Headcount (With 3,000 
Student Headcount Living On Campus)

Headcount % for Parking Spaces Needed
Students 17,000 25% 4,250
Students Living On Campus 3,000 75% 2,250
Faculty 733 75% 550
Staff 919 80% 735

Sub-Total:7,785
Visitors:78

Total - 42,500 Headcount:7,863
Required SF - 42,500 Headcount:2,555,473

Parking - 25,000 Headcount (With 3,000 
Student Headcount Living On Campus)

Headcount % for Parking Spaces Needed
Students 22,000 25% 5,500
Students Living On Campus 3,000 75% 2,250
Faculty 978 75% 733
Staff 988 80% 790

Sub-Total:9,273
Visitors:93

Total - 45,000 Headcount:9,366
Required SF - 45,000 Headcount:3,043,984
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he information gathered through the space requests and 
space projections was organized into the proposed building 
projects which form the “building blocks” for the Master Plan 
group.  The building blocks have been vetted and revised 

according to feedback received throughout the master plan support 
process.  The Master Plan Team will incorporate these components into 
the Texas A&M University-Commerce master plan.  Phasing and building 
priorities are dependent upon funding streams, as well as the academic 
and strategic plans of the University.  Funding sources vary according 
to the project type.  Where academic buildings are often funded by 
tuition revenue bonds dependent upon state approval, non-academic 
buildings could be funded from a different source.  Also, the recruit-
ment of outside donors for projects is generally specific to a particular 
building or function.  For example, an alumni donor may support the 
construction of a new facility for his college even though another col-
lege has greater need for a new facility. 

T

Texas A&M-Commerce
Sorority Housing
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Review of Space Projections
Overall, the campus is projected to require a total of 608,552 assigned 
square feet of buildings for academic and non-academic  related activi-
ties.  (This includes spaces related to current housing, recreation, and 
athletics space, but does incorporate any additional spaces for future 
needs for these areas.)  26% of current academic space is being requested 
as needed immediately.  13% is being requested for the future.  This is 
summarized in the diagram below:

Needed Space: 112,303 ASF

Classroom 
Space

Current Space: 79,303 ASF

Academic
Space

Current Needed Space: 539,102 ASF (Difference of 112,560)

Current Space: 426,542 ASF

Future Needed Space: 608,552 ASF (Difference of 69,450 ASF)
112,560 ASF is being requested to meet current need.  
PLEASE NOTE: General classroom space has been fac-
tored into requested space separately.  This also does 
not reflect the need to replace existing space which 
has severe qualitative and functional inadequacy.  
While current ASF may be of sufficient quantity, it is 
not of sufficient quality.

Non-Academic
Space

Current Needed Space: 448,951 ASF (Difference of 58,735 ASF)

Future Needed Space: 524,706 ASF (Difference of 75,755 ASF)

Current Space: 390,736 ASF

58,735 ASF is being requested in current needed  
additional spaces. 
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Building Blocks
Based on the data gathered, Facility Programming and Consulting 
made recommendations for the A&M-Commerce Master Plan in the 
form of building blocks.  The building blocks identify projects currently 
in development, as well as projects for the future.  The funding stream 
will influence when these projects are constructed and the priority.

Building blocks were created in a set of phases:

 � Short-Term

 � Medium-Term

 � Long-Term

Texas A&M University-Commerce Building 
Blocks Summary
Below are issues that were mentioned in Departmental Space Request 
Questionnaires as well as face to face interviews and meetings.

 � Classrooms

•	 There are 76 classrooms scheduled.

•	 Average classroom utilization is currently not meeting 
THECB targets.  Departmental “ownership” of classrooms 
greatly reduces utilization rates.  Centralized scheduling 
would improve efficiency.

•	 The Classroom Demand Analysis indicates that the class-
room stock appears to be in need of “right-sizing” to accom-
modate tables and chairs at 25 asf/station.  When right-siz-
ing and scheduling to maximum section sizes is taken into 
consideration, there appears to be a surplus of classrooms 
in capacity of up to 40 and a deficit of larger classrooms.  
Specifically, an additional 8 classrooms of capacity 55, one 
classroom of capacity 90, one classroom of capacity 150, 
and one classroom of capacity 200.

•	 Interviews and questionnaires further support the need 
for additional larger classrooms on campus.  Many depart-
ments feel that they are limited in offering larger sections 
by the availability of these rooms on campus.

•	 The “need” for new classrooms is also driven by the qualita-
tive aspect of existing space.  Certain spaces are not ideal 
for classrooms. 

•	 There seemed to be agreement that the University would 
benefit from a large interdisciplinary classroom building 
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which would encourage faculty members from all Colleges 
to mingle and collaborate.  Many references were also 
made to additional spaces devoted to technology were 
required on campus.

 � Labs:

•	 There are 28 class labs scheduled.

•	 Average lab utilization is currently not meeting THECB 
targets.

•	 CHSA
 - A building has been outlined which would consolidate 

Art into one location along with Journalism and RTV 
Program.  This would include new lab space.

•	 CEHS
 - Growth in Nursing and HHP will have substantial lab 

requirements.

•	 COBE
 - Computer lab size and availability is an issue.

•	 CSEA
 - Chemistry STC 310 and 311, Physics STC 107, Industrial 

Engineering AGIT 211, and ART 201 do not appear to have 
further capacity to schedule.  All other labs still appear 
to have capacity for further scheduling.  However, lab 
availability will most likely expand after new core is 
implemented.

 - Ag computer lab size is insufficient.  Need to remodel 
animal science lab teaching facility at the Dairy Complex.  
Need to remodel lab teaching facility at the equine facil-
ity.  Plant Science Complex needs a lab teaching facil-
ity.  Livestock Center needs to construct a Bull Testing 
station.  New teaching labs may be configured in such 
a way as to host multi-purpose events for seminars.  
There would also be a need for a commercial kitchen 
that could be used. Also a need for food processing 
buildings, one for vegetables and one for meats.

 - Computer Science & Information Systems  requires two 
new labs:  Mobile and Ubiquitous Computing Lab and 
Visual and Data Analytics Lab.

 - Engineering & Technology  will require a new lab space 
to support the new computer/electrical engineering 
program.

 - Research lab space is “maxed” out in the Science 
Building.  Additional research space was requested by 
most of the colleges.

•	 Offices:
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 - THECB Space Projection Model currently only shows a 
deficit of 6,226 asf.  

 - There appears to be a much larger need for office space 
across the campus.  

 - The “disconnect” between the model and need appears 
to stem from offices that are overly large.  

 - Identifying under utilized classrooms and classrooms 
which should no longer make the “qualitative cut” could 
be converted to office spaces.

 - This would require centralizing classroom scheduling 
and removing classrooms for departmental ownership.  

•	 Study Spaces:
 - The Library is approximately the correct size, but the 

layout of it is not conducive for current use.
 - There is consensus across the campus that there are not 

enough collaborative study spaces – both in the library 
and spread throughout buildings across the campus.

 - These types of spaces should be embedded across all 
existing and new spaces.

•	 General & Special Use Spaces:
 - Athletics  could benefit from the replacement of the 

Stadium.
 - The Field House currently serves numerous functions 

on campus.  The campus would like to have a space 
that could better accommodate graduation and other 
large events.  A new arena could serve many of these 
types of functions.

 - Conference Center could be well utilized by the 
University and the surrounding community.

 - The Farm needs attention.
 - Recreation and Student Center are new, but already 

at capacity.

•	 General Campus Notes:
 - Participants raved about the improvements made to 

the campus in the last few years.  This, however, has 
exacerbated the difference in the quality of spaces 
between the “new” and the “old.”

 - There appears to be opportunities to encourage 
the “town/gown” cooperation.  However, the City of 
Commerce does not have resources to contribute to any 
partnerships.   Students state that they love the campus, 
but that there is not enough for them to do in town. 

 - The campus lacks an “epicenter.”  The master plan should 
look to create this feeling as the campus moves from 
being a commuter to a residential campus.
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Below are the Building Block Recommendations made according to 
space issues mentioned in Departmental Space Request Questionnaires 
as well as face to face interviews and meetings.

 � Short-term:

•	 New Library 
 - Renovate old library space for a learning commons/

tutoring center & classroom space

•	 General Academic Building A ( with large, interdisciplinary 
state-of-the-art classrooms) 

•	 Arena/Event Center (new home of the Athletics Department; 
additional meeting rooms) 

 - Renovate existing Athletics space for Health and Human 
Performance

•	 Addition to Science Building (research labs and offices)

•	 Improvements to farm buildings or new farm buildings

•	 New Arts Building

•	 Housing
 - Housing projects currently in development results in 

approximately 2,500/2,600 beds
 - Housing A (500 bed equals 3,000 beds; at 15,000 enroll-

ment results in 20% of students on campus)

 � Medium-term:

•	 Nursing Building

•	 Student Center Expansion

•	 Recreation Center Expansion

•	 New Stadium (demolish existing)

•	 New Student Services Building (with “one-stop” concept)

•	 General Academic Building B (Classrooms and Class Labs 
with Offices)

•	 Conference Center

•	 Police Headquarters and Warehouse Space

•	 Housing B (500 bed equals 3,500 beds; at 15,000 enrollment 
results in 23.5% of students on campus) 

•	 Housing C (500 bed equals 4,000 beds; at 20,000 enrollment 
results in 20% of students on campus) 

 � Long –Term:

•	 Additional Housing is required to reach 25% of students 
living on campus. (In order to not be considered a com-
muter school, 25% of students must be living on campus.) 
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Building Block Summary

Short-Term

Medium-Term

Long-Term

General Academic Building A
•	Includes large, 

interdisciplinary, state-of-
the-art classrooms (100s).

Arena/Event Center 

•	A new home for the Athletics 
Department with additional 
meeting rooms included 
(300).
•	This would present an 

opportunity to renovate 
the existing Athletics space 
for Health and Human 
Performance.

New Nursing Building

Science Building Addition
•	Includes research labs and 

offices (200s & 300s).

Farm Building 
Improvements
•	Improvements to farm 

buildings or adding new farm 
buildings.

Housing
•	Residence Hall project 

currently under construction 
results in approximately 
2,500/2,600 beds
•	Housing C (550 beds equals 

3,000 beds; at 15,000 
enrollment results in 20% of 
students on campus)

New Library 
•	Renovation of old library 

space for a learning 
commons/tutoring center 
& classroom space (100s 
& 400s)

Student Center Expansion

Housing D 
•	550 beds in Housing C would 

equal 3,500 total beds; at 
15,000 enrollment results 
in 23.5% of students on 
campus.

Recreation Center 
Expansion

New Stadium Construction
•	Includes the demolition of 

the existing stadium.

New Student Services 
Building
•	Includes “One-Stop” Concept 

for Students

General Academic Building B
•	Includes classrooms and 

class laboratories with offices 
(100s, 200s, & 300s)

Conference Center

Police Headquarters and 
Warehouse Space

Housing E 
•	500 bed in Housing D would 

equal 4,000 total beds; at 
20,000 enrollment results in 
20% of students on campus.

Housing
•	Additional Housing is 

required to reach 25% of 
students living on campus
•	In order to not be considered 

a commuter school, 25% of 
students must be living on 
campus.
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Next Steps
The master planning process has identified a number of spaces that 
A&M-Commerce currently requires and a list of projects that will be 
incorporated into the Master Plan moving forward to accommodate 
future growth in enrollment.  The master plan is only one piece of a 
planning cycle which also includes the academic plan, the strategic plan, 
funding availability, and changing programs and enrollment trends.  As 
A&M-Commerce continues to grow and as it broadens its programs, 
demands on resources will continue to grow.
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Chapter 5  Campus Development Planning 2013 - 2032

A Structure for Growth
To accommodate significant predicted growth in student enrollment to 
a 25,000 headcount level and beyond, and to respond to the needs and 
requests for the quality and quantity of space reflected in the previous 
chapter will require an almost continuous program of construction 
and development over the next 20 years. In order to provide structure 
and rationale for this development, two qualities are required: First, 
there must be a clear vision of the urban design of the campus in 2032 
(the “finish line”); and second, there must be a carefully orchestrated 
sequence of steps (“five-year plans”) which allow implementation with 
a completely functional campus at every step along the way.

The diagrammatic structure for the Campus Master Plan is an elaboration 
of the “SWOT Map” presented in Chapter 3. It illustrates a framework 
of circulation pathways, an open space network, functional land use 
precincts and suggested building sites, which taken as a whole, are 
designed to make A&M Commerce a beautiful campus and one which 
makes the quality of life for students and faculty as excellent as that 
envisioned by the University leadership.

The following plan, labeled “A Structure for Growth,” proposes several 
bold moves which will take a coordinated effort and consistent discipline 
over two decades to accomplish. The first is the creation of a “Great 
Lawn” anchored on the west by the Performing Arts Center and Gee Lake 
and on the east by the future University Library. To accomplish this will 
require demolition and replacement of several existing buildings and 
conversion of the remaining blocks of Stonewall Street from vehicular 
ways to pedestrianways.

The second is a commitment to invest in the northwest quadrant of the 
core campus as the permanent center for athletics and special events 
for Texas A&M-Commerce, with necessary land acquisition, demolition 
and reconstruction of existing facilities and construction of adequate 
parking on the perimeter.

The third bold move represented in the Structure for Growth is comple-
tion of the campus residence hall program on the southwest corner 
of the core campus including an active recreation component. This 
is reinforced by a proposal to take both of the existing West Campus 
residence halls across the highway out of service.

The more detailed campus plan, entitled “Campus Master Plan 2032-
Full Build Out” converts the principles illustrated in the Structure for 
Growth into a comprehensive master plan which carefully portrays all 
of the buildings, vehicular roadways, parking areas, active and passive 
open space, pedestrianways and other significant elements which will 
be a part of the A&M Commerce Campus 20 years hence.
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Campus Development Planning

Master Plan 2013 - 2032: A Series of Five-Year Plans
The master plan describes forty separate initiatives, grouped into five-
year increments, and each five years can be considered a phase of 
development. In general, the initiatives are ordered to address the most 
pressing needs first, and sequenced so that departmental moves are kept 
to a minimum. Construction of new space always precedes renovation 
or demolition of existing space, to ensure that academic functionality 
is not compromised. While many of the developmental steps build 
on the ones before, certain initiatives such as the enhancement of 
the Mayo Memorial or the construction of the new Campanile can be 
accomplished at any time funds become available.

2013 - 2017:
This initial phase addresses the most pressing needs identified during 
the space analysis and user interviews, in particular the need for 
more and better classrooms and an updated library, and incorporates 
projects currently under construction or already well along in the 
planning process, such as Phases 2 and 3 of Student Housing and the 
Student Center Dining Addition. This phase represents 285,000 square 
feet of new E&G construction, 181,800 SF of renovation, and 43,250 SF 
taken out of service.

1. Complete the Student Housing Phase 2 

542 Beds, currently under construction

2. Complete the Student Center Dining Hall Addition 

Approximately 28,000 GSF under construction 

3. Construct new General Academic Building “A”

The new building is projected at 100,000 GSF and 4-stories. It will 
provide a range of instructional spaces of varying size, including two 
250-seat stepped-floor lecture rooms, 2 @ 125-seat stepped-floor 
rooms, and a range of flat-floor seminar and classrooms sized for 
25, 40, 60 and 80. Instructional spaces will be supported by informal 
spaces for team-based learning and break-out, conference rooms 
and staff offices. All teaching spaces are expected to include an 
instructional technology package including a drop-down projection 
screen and ceiling-mount HD projector, recessed ceiling-mounted 
speakers, multimedia podium including control touchpad, CPU, 
DVD/Blu-Ray player, audio Amplifier and document camera. Two 
teaching spaces are to be further equipped for distance learning 
with 2 @ pan/tilt/zoom cameras, 3 @ overhead microphones, and 
flat-screen confidence monitor. Recording, mixing and control 
electronics are to be located in a single control room to serve all 
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distance learning spaces. (Cooling served by central plant)

This general use classroom building will provide new teaching 
spaces in a variety of sizes, all equipped with consistent instructional 
technology. Rather than serving a particular program or department, 
this facility will provide shared classrooms, maximizing scheduling 
flexibility as well as room utilization. The proposed site converts 
an underutilized block into a major academic resource, and begins 
to define the edge of the new Great Lawn, which will ultimately 
become the signature space on the campus.

4. Construct First Phase of New Central Plant

Envisioned as a two-story building of 20,000 GSF, the new Central 
Plant will accommodate 4 @ 1000 ton chillers on the ground floor, 
with the second floor housing pumps, along with cooling towers 
screened but open to the sky. Initially, the plant building will house 
one new 1000 ton chiller, along with two existing chillers to be 
relocated from Journalism. Additional units will be added in future 
phases. Construction of the new Central Plant will require installation 
of new chilled water supply and return lines under Campbell Street 
to connect to the existing campus loop. Increasing the size of the 
Central Plant to accommodate six 1000 ton chillers would allow the 
plant to serve all E&G space, including the buildings currently on 
stand-alone systems.

5. Demolish Journalism Building

43,250 GSF: 2-stories, concrete frame construction w/ brick 
veneer. The existing ceramic tile mosaic above main entrance is 
to be salvaged/conserved/relocated. Journalism functions will 
be temporarily accommodated in General Academic Building “A” 
(initiative 3) until they find a permanent home in the new Visual Arts 
and Communication Building (initiative 15.) A chilled water plant 
attached to the east face of Journalism currently provides 2/3 of the 
campus central plant capacity, serving multiple buildings. The two 
existing chillers will be relocated to the new Central Plant.

6. Construct New Library

A Tuition Revenue Bond request has been submitted for a new 
building of 157,000 GSF of main university library. Strategically 
located to provide students, faculty, staff and visitors maximum 
access, the new building will be designed to be user friendly and 
highly accessible. Print resources will continue to be a valuable asset 
for academic research, but the library will be redefined as a center 
that ties people, technology, and information together and enables 
the development of skills that Texas employers say are critical in the 
workplace: writing, speaking, and presenting; research using digital 
media; and teamwork and collaboration. 
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media; and teamwork and collaboration. 

The Library will continue to provide services to help nontraditional 
students and those who come from minority or other 
underrepresented backgrounds, to enhance the chances of success 
for all students, including peer tutoring, the student computer 
lab, and one-on-one research assistance for students to increase 
proficiency in both print and online environments.

The Library will incorporate a Technology Center which will offer 
enhanced library resources, especially delivery systems which 
will directly impact access to higher education.  This project will 
position the Library as a major regional research library for the 
three programs designated for national prominence: education, 
literacy and communications and business. A new Faculty Teaching 
with Technology Center will incorporate a new data center to serve 
outreach areas, consolidating resources for critical new imperatives 
in a central location with high accessibility.         

New meeting and study rooms will provide students with a variety 
of group work areas, and provide faculty and staff with much more 
meeting space than is currently available on campus. Furniture, 
technology portals, showcases for educational presentations and 
selected pieces of artwork will enhance the range of creature 
comforts and make the library a destination of choice for students, 
faculty, staff and visitors for years to come. (Cooling served by 
central plant)

Located as the terminus of the new Great Lawn, the new Library will 
serve as both a literal and figurative backdrop for many university 
activities. In conjunction with the adjacent new General Academic 
Building A, the Library will provide a substantial concentration of 
academic space on the eastern side of the campus.

7. Renovate Gee Library as a Learning Center

The existing building provides 140,250 GSF, in a 5-story tower (16,500 
SF floorplates) with a 2-story expansion providing the balance of 
the building area. The ground floor of the tower currently provides 
a popular food service concession. The building will undergo a 
comprehensive renovation and internal reconfiguration into a 
new learning center, providing a mix of tutoring and academic 
support, computer labs and IT support, and classrooms of varying 
size, along with spaces for team-based learning, conference 
rooms, staff and faculty offices. All teaching spaces are expected 
to include an instructional technology package including a drop-
down projection screen and ceiling-mount HD projector, recessed 
ceiling-mounted speakers, multimedia podium including control 
touchpad, CPU, DVD/Blu-Ray player, audio amplifier and document 
camera. Food service options will be expanded by adding a second 
concession. The building is anticipated to yield approximately 
84,150 NASF. 
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8. Construct new Parking Lot @ Bois D’arc / Walnut Streets

280 new parking spaces representing 95,000 SF of asphalt paving, 
with concrete curbs at perimeter and islands. Landscaping will be 
provided at perimeter and islands.provided at perimeter and islands.

9. Renovate Hall of Languages

The existing Hall of Languages provides 50,400 GSF on three 
floors. While the building is well loved for its historic character, the 
systems in this 1929 building have exceeded their useful life, and 
the building is in need of a comprehensive renovation. Uses in the 
building post-renovation are expected to remain unchanged. 

10. Construct Student Housing Phase 3 

Projected at 542 beds; soon to be under Construction

2013-2017 Alternate Sequence 
(Early Funding of New Library)
Because the University has already placed a tuition revenue bond 
request with the THECB it is possible that the Library will be funded 
early and can move up in the cycle to be constructed in advance of 
the demolition of the Journalism Building. (That is, before the General 
Academic Building is constructed, making the Journalism Building ex-
pendable.) If this comes to pass, we recommend that the new library 
be sited at the southwest corner of Stonewall and Campbell, in the 
location originally proposed for the General Academic Building.

We further propose that the conversion and renovations to Gee 
Library can cause it to function as “swing” space, offering classroom 
space that will then allow the demolition of Journalism and replace-
ment with the General Academic Building on that same site. Refer 
to the Full Build Out Plan - Alternate to see the proposed alternative 
siting of these buildings.
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2018 - 2022
The second phase of the master plan continues to expand and im-
prove instructional spaces, and consolidates all of the arts and com-
munication programs currently scattered in four separate buildings. 
In addition, this phase begins the transformation of the most public 
facilities on campus, enhancing and creating new opportunities for 
public events and town/gown interaction. This phase represents 
over 428,000 square feet of new E&G space, 284,000 SF of renovated 
space, and 188,000 SF taken out of service. This phase also includes 
the completion of Phase 4 of Student Housing.

11. Construct Arena / Special Events Center

The existing east stands of the stadium will need to be demol-
ished before this step can be taken. The new 160,000 GSF facility 
will provide a competition basketball/volleyball arena with com-
bined fixed and retractable seating for 8,000. Four full-size courts 
will be available when seating is retracted. Additional facilities 
will include 4 locker and dressing rooms for home teams (football, 
men’s basketball and women’s basketball, women’s volleyball) 
and two visitor locker/dressing rooms, team rooms, training 
rooms and athletic department offices. The building will provide a 
public lobby and welcome center with food service concessions, 
and media/press room. While most of the building will be a large-
volume one-story space, other parts of the building will include a 
basement and mezzanine or second floor space. The new build-
ing is expected to yield approximately 120,000 NASF. (Cooling by 
stand-alone system) New east stands will be constructed as an 
integral part of this phase, providing 6,000 stadium seats on cast-
in-place risers, with comfort facilities and concessions below. 

12. Demolish Football Locker Room (T Lounge), Cain Concessions 
  Stand and Stadium Concessions
The T Lounge provides 3,900 GSF, Cain Concessions 1,800 GSF, 
and Stadium Concessions 2,800 GSF. All are one story buildings. 

13. Demolish Field House & Whitley Gymnasium

The existing Field House provides 89,300 GSF. Primarily one-story, 
the main space is roofed with long-span arched steel trusses. A two-
story wing provides offices and instructional space. Whitley Gymna-
sium provides 29,800 GSF, with a tall central space roofed with steel 
bowstring trusses, surrounded by two-story construction.

14. Construct new Parking lot on Lee Street

550 new parking spaces representing 205,000 SF of asphalt pav-
ing with concrete curbs at perimeter and islands. Landscaping 
will be provided at perimeter and islands.
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15. Construct new Visual Arts & Communication Building 

Based on a space program provided by TAMU-Commerce faculty, 
the new Arts Building replaces functions currently located in the 
Arts Building, Art Sculpture Lab, Wathena Temple and Journal-
ism Building. The new 3-story building will provide 125,000 GSF 
for Visual Art, Journalism and Radio/Television programs. Spaces 
to be provided include departmental and faculty offices, multi-
ple gallery spaces, instructional spaces and studios for painting, 
drawing, 2D design, sculpture, welding, woodworking, ceram-
ics printmaking, photography, and faculty studios, along with 
support spaces. The new building will include as a centerpiece a 
“converged newsroom”, shared by the East Texan staff and Radio/
Television video and audio producers. (Cooling by Central Plant)

This facility will also include a 500-seat cinema/auditorium, which 
will be accessible to the community in the evenings. Sited near the 
northwest corner of the campus and the main campus entrance, 
and adjacent to the Music Building, Performing Arts Center Special 
Events Center and Stadium, this location places all five of the most 
public campus facilities together for visitor convenience, and allows 
those facilities to share a large new visitor parking area.

16. Demolish Art Building, Art Sculpture Lab & Wathena Temple

The existing Art Building provides 19,000 GSF on two floors; the 
existing Art Sculpture Lab provides 15,225 GSF on one floor, and 
the existing Wathena Temple provides 22,900 GSF on two floors. A 
chilled water plant located in the basement level of the art sculp-
ture lab provides 1/3 of the existing campus central plant capacity, 
serving multiple buildings. The existing chiller will be relocated to 
the new Central Plant.

17. Construct new Nursing Building 

Based on a program provided by TAMU-Commerce, the new Nurs-
ing Building will provide 55,000 GSF. The new building will pro-
vide one 200-seat auditorium, multiple instructional spaces sized 
for 25 and 50, conference rooms, and laboratory spaces equipped 
for simulation of healthcare delivery in a hospital setting, includ-
ing patient rooms and clinic, with hospital beds and monitoring 
equipment, along with HD simulators. Departmental and faculty/
staff offices will also be provided. (Cooling by stand-alone system)

The new Nursing Building will be sited at the western edge of 
the campus, adjacent to Gee Lake. A new structure in this highly 
visible location will establish a more substantial presence for the 
university on Highway 50/24, and will create for the Nursing pro-
gram greater sense of public identity. This building will transform 
the expansive, undefined parking area currently on the site to 
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a nicely scaled courtyard between Nursing and the Recreation 
Center Addition.

18. Demolish existing Nursing Building

The existing nursing building provides 3,300 GSF on one floor.

19. Construct Main Entrance “Oval”

As the “front door” for the campus, this space deserves an en-
hanced level of finish. This 80,000 SF area will provide a drop-off 
loop in front of McDowell Administration Building, with visitor 
and handicap parking spaces. Approximately 2/3 hardscape and 
1/3 landscape, half of the hardscape area will consist of brick and 
concrete pavers or other enhanced materials, and all of the land-
scape will be enhanced.

20. Construct Science and Technology Building Addition

This addition will match the existing 3-story Science Building in 
scale, materials and colors. The addition will provide approximate-
ly 30,000 GSF of new wet chemistry laboratory space and lab of-
fices on three floors. MEP systems for the new space are assumed 
to be served by extension of the existing systems. 

21. Create first segments of Great Lawn

Two large parcels comprising a total of 200,000 SF will form the 
first segments of the Great Lawn to serve as the green heart of 
the university. The western parcel consists of existing open space 
plus the area vacated by the demolished Art Building; the eastern 
parcel consists of existing open space plus the area vacated by 
Wathena Temple. The existing grid of pedestrian ways that line 
the outer perimeter of the Great Lawn will be expanded to better 
contain the Great Lawn and provide a sense of identity.  Primary 
pedestrian ways will receive enhanced paving, while second-
ary walks will be concrete. The open space will include areas of 
gently-sloping turf, as well as terraced turf areas supported by 
low brick-faced retaining walls. Walks will be marked by trees and 
by clustered low plantings. Street furniture will match the existing 
pedestrian mall.

22. Construct The Campanile

A new Campanile or Clock Tower will mark the connection be-
tween the Great Lawn and the main entrance Oval with a signa-
ture vertical landmark. Though providing no program space, this 
tower of brick and cast stone with a metal roof is expected to be 
12-15 feet square and 80 feet tall. It will provide a clock with two 
faces and a chime mechanism that can be heard across campus.
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23. Construct Morris Recreation Center Additions

Two additions will provide a total of 60,000 new GSF, primarily 
in recreation space, plus lounge and support spaces, with only a 
small office component. (Cooling by stand-alone system)

24. Renovate Henderson Hall & Binnion Hall

Constructed in 1939, Henderson Hall now provides 50,400 GSF 
on three floors; Binnion Hall, constructed in 1948, provides 73,000 
GSF on four floors. Systems in both buildings have exceeded their 
useful life, and both buildings are in need of a comprehensive 
renovation. Uses in both buildings post-renovation are expected 
to remain unchanged.

25. Construct Student Housing Phase 4

Projected at 542 beds, apartment style

26. Farm Building Improvements
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2023 - 2027
The third phase of the master plan includes two major new con-
struction projects, a new stadium (incorporating lab, instruction and 
office space for Health & Human Performance) and a new One-Stop 
Student Services Center, as well as major renovations of three sig-
nificant existing buildings: Ferguson Hall, McDowell Administration 
and Halladay Hall. This phase represents 110,000 square feet of new 
construction, plus the open-air stadium seating; 232,150 SF of reno-
vation, and 20,750 SF taken out of service.

27. Demolish Stadium; Construct New Stadium, incorporating 
 Health & Human Performance

The existing stadium is cast-in-place construction, and providing 
20,800 SF of open stepped seating. The new stadium will provide 
west stands with 15,000 stadium seats on cast-in-place risers, with 
comfort facilities and concessions below, and a two-story press 
box providing 2,500 SF on each level. 30,000 SF of new space on 
two floors below and adjacent to the stands will accommodate 
Health & Human Performance, including classrooms, offices and 
dry laboratory spaces used for exercise equipment and instru-
mentation. Additional instruction space needs will be met by 
General Academic Building A and future General Academic Build-
ing B. (Cooling by stand-alone system)

28. Construct new consolidated One-Stop with Meeting Space

This new, 2-story 80,000 GSF building will provide approximately 
40,000 GSF of office and customer service space for student 
services, such as Admissions, Registrar, Bursar, Financial Aid and 
Academic Advising. The facility will also provide 40,000 GSF of 
flexible, divisible meeting space, including associated support 
spaces. Meeting spaces will be provided with multimedia audio/
visual capabilities. (Cooling by central plant)

Located adjacent and connected to the expanded Student Center, 
this new facility will dramatically enhance the capacity and flex-
ibility of large meeting space available on campus. New ground 
floor space will provide a true consolidated one-stop center for 
student services, accommodating those functions now bursting 
at the seams of the existing “one-stop” as well as additional stu-
dent services now housed in Halladay and McDowell.

29. Renovate McDowell Administration & Ferguson Hall

The existing McDowell Administration building provides 106,800 
GSF of space over four floors, now used for administrative and 
departmental offices and instructional spaces. With new instruc-
tional space added to the campus inventory by the construction 
of General Academic Building “A” and the conversion of Gee 
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Library into instructional space, the renovated McDowell building 
will be used more heavily for administrative and departmental 
offices and less heavily for instructional space. The west façade 
of McDowell is of special importance since it faces the Oval and 
serves as the terminus of the main campus entrance sequence. A 
cost premium should be carried for its renovation.

The existing Ferguson Hall provides 72,400 GSF over three floors, 
now used for administrative and faculty offices, instructional 
space and a large auditorium. As one of the earliest buildings on 
campus, the historical character of Ferguson Hall will be pre-
served in its renovation, though significant improvements for 
accessibility will be required. Post-renovation, the existing mix of 
uses in Ferguson Hall is anticipated to remain. The historic east 
façade of Ferguson hall serves as the terminus of the east campus 
entry circle.

30. Renovate existing One-Stop for Police, Printing, Post Office & 
 Storage

The existing 1-story, 27,900 GSF building now used for student 
services will be renovated to serve as offices for university police 
department, (including a detention area,) for campus post office, 
print shop and for storage.

31. Renovate Halladay Hall

Originally constructed as a student services facility, Halladay Hall 
now provides 25,500 GSF of Student Services office space on 
three floors. The building will be renovated into departmental 
and faculty office space for Education, and additional instruc-
tional space.

32. Demolish Smith & Berry Residence Halls. Construct new 
 Parking Lot

Smith Hall currently provides 81,200 GSF on three floors, and Ber-
ry Hall provides 61,600 GSF on two floors. Both buildings are now 
student residence housing. The new 335,000 SF parking lot to be 
constructed in their place will provide 1,032 new parking spaces 
for overflow and special events. Parking will be constructed of 
asphalt paving, with concrete curbs at perimeter and islands. 
Landscaping will be provided at perimeter and islands.

A shuttle bus loop (see Chapter 6) will provide convenient service 
to this new parking as well as other new and existing parking 
areas, circulating around the campus core and delivering students 
to buildings around the core perimeter. This service will allow 
most vehicles to be removed to the campus perimeter, freeing 
the campus core as a pedestrian space and enhancing the charac-
ter of the campus as a place to be.
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2028 - 2032
This fourth phase of the master plan completes the implementation 
of the Great Lawn as a unifying space at the heart of the campus. This 
phase provides new instructional space in a new General Academic 
Building B and new Engineering & Technology/Agriculture Build-
ing, enhances the Performing Arts Center with an addition and 
renovation, and adds new apartment-style student housing and a 
new “Greek Row”. This phase represents 165,000 Square feet of new 
construction, 38,000 SF of renovation, and 62,800 SF taken out of ser-
vice. Twenty years into the future, this phase will also include minor 
to moderate normal renovation of some portion of the remaining 
224,000 SF of existing-to-remain space on campus.

33. Construct new Alumni / Conference Center. Demolish Existing 
 Building

The existing Alumni Center provides 6,500 square feet on one 
floor. The new alumni Center will provide 17,000 GSF on one floor. 
Building uses will include office space for Advancement and the 
Alumni Board, along with catering support, reception and meet-
ing spaces. In addition to smaller meeting spaces, the Alumni 
Center will include a large meeting space of 3,000 SF, to serve 
approximately 150 persons. (Cooling by stand-alone system)

34. Construct new Greek Row Housing

Eight new houses of approximately 12,000 SF each will provide 
housing for sorority organizations. Each is anticipated to include 
social and ritual spaces, and housing for approximately 40 per-
sons. Greek houses will include snack facilities and catering sup-
port but will not provide full food service. (Cooling by individual 
stand-alone systems)

The sorority houses will be located on the east side of Neal Street, 
adjacent to the new student housing and serving as a transition 
between the “institutional” scale of the student housing to the 
west and the modest single-family homes to the east. Greek Row 
will face onto the new north-south pedestrian corridor linking the 
residential quarter with the campus core.

35. Construct new General Academic Building “B”

The new building is projected at 100,000 GSF and 4-stories. It will 
provide a range of instructional spaces of varying size, including 
two 250-seat stepped-floor lecture rooms, 2 @ 125-seat stepped-
floor rooms, and a range of flat-floor seminar and classrooms 
sized for 25, 40 and 80. Instructional spaces will be supported by 
informal spaces for team-based learning and beak-out, confer-
ence rooms and staff offices. All teaching spaces are expected to 
include an instructional technology package including a drop-
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down projection screen and ceiling-mount HD projector, recessed 
ceiling-mounted speakers, multimedia podium including control 
touchpad, CPU, DVD/Blu-Ray player, audio Amplifier and docu-
ment camera. Two teaching spaces are to be further equipped for 
distance learning with 2 @ pan/tilt/zoom cameras, 3 @ overhead 
microphones, and flat-screen confidence monitor. Recording, mix-
ing and control electronics are to be located in a single control 
room to serve all distance learning spaces. Academic Building B 
will anchor the northeast corner of the core campus, adjacent to 
Ferguson Hall and the east campus entrance. (Cooling by central 
plant)

36. Renovate Performing Arts Center & Construct Lobby Addition
The existing Performing Arts Center represents 33,500 GSF, and 
includes a large performance hall and smaller black box theater, 
along with support spaces. While performance spaces are service-
able, the lobby and backstage spaces (particularly the scene 
shop) are extremely limited. A new 18,700 SF addition will provide 
a new, inviting high-ceilinged lobby and prefunction space, along 
with expanded backstage area.

37. Construct new Engineering & Technology/Agriculture 
 Building. Demolish existing building

The existing C. J. Austin Engineering and Technology / Agricul-
tural Sciences Building provides 62,800 GSF on three floors. The 
replacement building will provide 75,000 GSF on three floors, in-
cluding departmental and faculty offices and instructional space. 
Instructional spaces will include classrooms and engineering labs 
for materials testing. No wet chemistry labs are anticipated. This 
building will be located at the eastern edge of the campus core, 
occupying current open space adjacent to the Hall of Languages. 
The new building will define a campus edge at Monroe Street. 
(Cooling by central plant)

38. Renovate Heritage House & Garden. Complete Great Lawn

The existing Heritage House represents 2,650 SF on two floors. As 
one of the earliest buildings on campus, the historical character of 
Heritage House will be preserved in its renovation. The associated 
13,500 SF formal garden will be renovated as well.

The demolition of the C. J. Austin Engineering building has 
cleared a 40,000 SF parcel, and the demolition of the existing 
Alumni Center has cleared an additional 15,500 SF. With the addi-
tion of these two parcels, the Great Lawn will form a single grand 
space to serve as the green heart of the university. The grid of 
pedestrian ways will be expanded into this new area to complete 
the definition of the space.  Primary pedestrian ways will receive 
enhanced paving, while secondary walks will be concrete. Like 
the portions of the Great Lawn created in earlier phases, the open 
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space will include areas of gently-sloping turf, as well as terraced 
turf areas supported by low brick-faced retaining walls. Walks will 
be marked by trees and by clustered low plantings. Street furni-
ture will match the existing pedestrian mall.

39. Construct Improvements to Mayo Memorial

The Mayo memorial resides alone at the campus edge, and its 
direct environment lacks the significance due to the university 
founder. The 1,200 sf area will be improved with special paving 
and landscape to create a notable campus place to recognize Dr. 
Mayo. 

40. Construct Student Housing Phase 5 with Dining Hall. 
 Construct Intramural Field

The fifth phase of new student housing is expected to provide 
approximately 500 beds in apartment-style units, along with a 
new satellite food service facility to provide multiple concession 
dining options for all five student housing phases. This project 
will also provide a new active recreation playing field of approxi-
mately 64,000 SF.
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TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY COMMERCE: MAIN CAMPUS NON‐RESIDENTIAL E&G BUILDING INVENTORY
EXISTING BUILDINGS: ORDERED BY SCOPE OF INTERVENTION

BUILDINGS DEMOLISHED Year Floors GSF INITIATIVE PHASE

JOURNALISM 1970 3 43,256 3 1
CAIN CONCESSION STAND 2002 1 1,789 12 2
CONCESSION BUILDING STADIUM 2011 1 2,808 12 2
T LOUNGE (Locker Room) 2009 1 3,889 12 2
WHITLEY GYMNASIUM 1935 3 29,793 13 2
FIELD HOUSE 1951 2 89,333 13 2
ART SCULPTURE LAB 2009 1 15,224 16 2
ART 1959 2 19,040 16 2
WATHENA TEMPLE BUILDING 1957 2 22,886 16 2
NURSING BUILDING 1993 1 3,296 18 2
MEMORIAL STADIUM 1950 2 20,753 25 3
ALUMNI CENTER 2009 1 6,479 33 4
C.J. AUSTIN ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY 1976 3 62,761 37 4
SUBTOTAL 321,307

BUILDINGS FOR MAJOR RENOVATION Year Floors GSF INITIATIVE PHASE

JAMES G. GEE LIBRARY 1960 5 140,250 4 1
HALL OF LANGUAGES 1929 3 41,535 7 1
HENDERSON HALL 1939 3 50,431 24 2
BINNION HALL 1948 4 73,005 24 2
ONE STOP SHOP 1979 1 27,909 28 3
FERGUSON SOCIAL SCIENCES 1923 3 72,391 29 3
HALLADAY STUDENT SERVICES 1970 3 25,446 31 3
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 1977 1 33,527 36 4
SUBTOTAL 464,494

BUILDINGS FOR LIGHT OR FUTURE RENOVATION Year Floors GSF INITIATIVE PHASE

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2006 3 109,463 20 2
MORRIS RECREATION CENTER 2003 2 51,259 23 2
MCDOWELL ADMINISTRATION 1970 4 106,768 29 3
HERITAGE HOUSE 1928 2 3,650 38 4

YOUNG EDUCATION NORTH 1951 3 28,965
SOWERS EDUCATION SOUTH 1959 2 34,526
CHEMICAL STORAGE/SOUTH NEAL 1984 1 1,038
SAM RAYBURN STUDENT CENTER 2009 2 92,575
NEW MUSIC BUILDING 2010 2 68,500
SUBTOTAL 496,744

TOTAL EXISTING BUILDINGS 1,282,545

TOTAL EXISTING BUILDINGS REMAINING IN SERVICE 961,238

HERITAGE BUILDINGS

Campus Development Planning
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TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY COMMERCE: MAIN CAMPUS NON‐RESIDENTIAL E&G BUILDING INVENTORY
NEW CONSTRUCTION: ORDERED BY PROPOSED SEQUENCE

NEW CONSTRUCTION GSF INITIATIVE PHASE

GENERAL ACADEMIC BUILDING A 100,000 1 1
NEW CENTRAL PLANT 17,000 2 1
NEW LIBRARY 157,000 4 1
STUDENT CENTER EXPANSION 28,000 8 1
SUBTOTAL 302,000

ARENA / SPECIAL EVENT CENTER + EAST STANDS 160,000 (*) 11 2
VISUAL ARTS & COMMUNICATION 125,000 15 2
NEW NURSING BUILDING 55,000 17 2
SCIENCE BUILDING ADDITION 28,500 20 2
RECREATION CENTER ADDITION 60,000 23 2
SUBTOTAL 428,500 (*)

NEW STADIUM + HEALTH & HUMAN PERFORMANCE 30,000 (*) 27 3
ONE‐STOP / MEETING 80,000 28 3
SUBTOTAL 110,000 (*)

ALUMNI / CONFERENCE CENTER 17,000 33 4
NEW GREEK ROW HOUSING (5 HOUSES) 45,000 34 4
GENERAL ACADEMIC BUILDING B 100,000 35 4
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER ADDITION 15,000 36 4
NEW ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY/AGRICULTURE BUILDING 75,000 37 4
SUBTOTAL 252,000

SUBTOTAL NEW BUILDINGS 1,092,500 (*)

TOTAL "AFTER" BUILDING AREA 2,053,738 (*) NEW PLUS EXISTING TO REMAIN

DELTA TOTAL GROSS AREA 771,193

(*)  PLUS OPEN STADIUM SEATING AREA

Campus Development Planning
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Housing
Prior to the engagement of GFF for preparation of this Campus Master 
Plan, Texas A&M-Commerce commissioned BOKA-Powell for a specific 
on-campus housing master plan for the properties at the northeast 
corner of Culver and SH 24. The result of that effort was a proposal to 
develop four new residence halls. Phase I, now called Pride Rock, con-
tains 252 beds and was opened in 2011. Phase 2, a four-story residence 
hall with 542 beds, will be ready for occupancy this fall (2013). For the 
purposes of this master plan update, we have continued to show the 
Phase 3 and 4 residence halls in the same configuration and location as 
the BOKA-Powell plan. The total headcount in these four new residence 
halls would be 1,878 at completion.

We recommend that at least 500 additional beds be provided in yet 
another new residence hall to be constructed in this same housing 
project. This could be accomplished either by re-site planning the same 
land area to tighten up the density. This would not (in our opinion) 
sacrifice the livability of the residence halls or the nature of the exterior 
spaces between buildings, because they are currently overly generous. 
Or alternatively, as shown on our master plan, a fifth residence hall could 
be constructed on the current New Pride Apartments site. These units 
are not of high quality construction, and by 10 -15 years from now, will 
be beyond their useful life.

A concept suggested by Residential Living and Learning was to even-
tually replace the “F-Halls” constructed in 1960 with a “Greek Row” of 
sorority houses to be located more proximate to the other residence 
halls and with an architectural form and spirit more like traditional off-
campus sorority houses. We have illustrated this initiative along the 
east side of Neal Street across from the new residence halls, in the 2028 
- 2032 time frame. These are programmed as eight two-story houses, 
each approximately 12,000 SF in building area, and accommodating 40 
girls each. This land is not currently owned by the University.

It is important to chart the available on-campus housing beds available 
through the 20-year time horizon of this plan. The following tables 
illustrate the ebb and flow of available on-campus housing as older 
projects are taken out of service and are replaced by new development.

Campus Development Planning
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HOUSING POPULATION

Time Period Action Change
Number of 

Beds

2013 - 2017 Start - 2363

2013 - 2017 Complete Phase 2 Dorm +542 2905
2013 - 2017 Demolish Leberman Hall -40 2865
2013 - 2017 Complete Phase 3 Dorm +542 3407
2013 - 2017 Demolish West Halls -101 3306

2018 - 2022 Complete Phase 4 Dorm +542 3848

2023-2027 Demolish Smith Hall -380 3468
2023-2027 Demolish Berry Hall -272 3196

2028 - 2032 Demolish New Pride -298 2898
2028 - 2032 Complete Phase 5 Dorm +500 3308

Complete Greek Row +320 3628

End of Plan 3628

Campus Development Planning
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HOUSING INVENTORY IN GSF
Existing Housing 829,132 GSF

Housing to be Constructed
Phase 2 Hall 180,000
Phase 3 Hall 180,000
Phase 4 Hall 180,000
Phase 5 Hall 166,500

Greek Row Halls    96,000
Sub Total 802,500 GSF

Housing to be Demolished
F Halls    45,624

West Halls    37,370
Leberman Hall    28,908

Berry Hall    61,567
Smith Hall    81,192

New Pride Apartments 103,029
Sub Total 357,690 GSF

Proposed Inventory in 2032 1,273,942 GSF
Increase in GSF 444,810 GSF

Total Beds in 2032 3,628 beds
Increase in Beds 1,265
GSF/bed in 2032 351 GSF
GSF/Bed in 2013 350 GSF

Other land use considerations for the on-campus housing district 
include the provision of another food service operation to take pres-
sure off The Sam Rayburn Center, construction of a central chilled wa-
ter plant to specifically serve the student housing district and a large 
multi-purpose playfield area to allow for active recreation without 
having to cross Highway 24. Each of these elements is illustrated on 
our “Full Build Out 2032” master plan. The central plant and food ser-
vice need not be free-standing elements, but rather could be more 
efficiently constructed as a part of one of the later phase residence 
halls.

Campus Development Planning
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Project Cost Estimates
Estimates of construction cost were prepared primarily by Jim Nuckolls 
of Construction Cost Systems, Inc. (CCS) for each of the 40 initiatives 
described in the master plan. Because of the conceptual nature of 
the master planning process, estimates were based on historical and 
benchmark data from recent relevant projects, and calculated on a 
cost-per-square-foot basis. From their database, CCS identified similar 
projects for each initiative which they were asked to examine; Good 
Fulton & Farrell developed projections for future student housing 
projects based on the current contract amount for Student Housing 
B. All cost estimates assume escalation at an average of 3% per year.

The estimates presented below identify line item costs for each 
initiative, with subtotals by five-year planning phase. For convenience, 
each line item references building area (in gross square feet) 
categorized as new construction, major renovation, demolition, 
and existing to remain / future renovation. Estimates reflect both 
construction cost and total project cost, with project cost calculated 
at construction cost/0.77.
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PHASE 1: 2013 - 2017
Construction Project

Initiative Building GSF Exist. SF New SF Reno Remain SF Demo Misc SQFT $/SQFT Construction Cost $/SQFT Project Cost
   01 Construct Student Housing B 189,700 Contract $21,482,000 Contract $27,898,700
   02 Construct Student Center Dining Expansion  28,000 Contract $7,900,000 Contract $10,259,700
   03 Construct General Academic Building A  100,000 $289.44 $28,944,000 $375.90 $37,589,600
   04 Construct Central Energy Plant - Phase I 20,000 $486.00 $9,720,000 $631.17 $12,623,400
   05 Demolish Journalism 43,256 43,256 $6.48 $280,300 $8.42 $364,000
   06 Construct New Library  157,000 $405.00 $63,585,000 $525.97 $82,577,900
   07 Renovate Gee Library / New Use 140,250 140,250 $116.64 $16,358,800 $151.48 $21,245,200
   08 New 95,000 SF Paving at Bois D'arc & Walnut 95,000 $6.80 $646,000 $8.83 $839,000
   09 Renovate Hall of Languages 41,535 41,535 $286.00 $11,879,000 $371.43 $15,427,300
   10 Construct Student Housing C 189,700 Allowance $23,630,000 Allowance $30,688,300

Subtotals 225,041 684,400 181,785 0 43,256 95,000 184,425,100$          239,513,100$          

PHASE 2: 2018 - 2022

   11 Construct Arena / Special Event Center + East Stands 160,000 $232.75 $37,240,000 $302.27 $48,363,600
   12 A Demolish Cain Concession Stand 1,789 1,789 $7.98 $14,300 $10.36 $18,600
   12 B Demolish T Lounge (Locker Room) 3,889 3,889 $7.98 $31,000 $10.36 $40,300
   12 C Demolish Concession Building - Stadium 2,808 2,808 $7.98 $22,400 $10.36 $29,100
   13 A Demolish Whitley Gymnasium 29,793 29,793 $7.98 $237,700 $10.36 $308,700
   13 B Demolish Field House 89,333 89,333 $7.98 $712,900 $10.36 $925,800
   14 New 205,000 SF Paving on Lee Street 205,000 $8.38 $1,717,900 $10.88 $2,231,000
   15 Construct New Visual Arts & Communication Building 125,000 $432.00 $54,000,000 $561.04 $70,129,900
   16 A Demolish Wathena Temple Building 22,886 22,886 $7.98 $182,600 $10.36 $237,100
   16 B Demolish Art Building 19,040 19,040 $7.98 $151,900 $10.36 $197,300
   16 C Demolish Art Sculpture Lab 15,224 15,224 $7.98 $121,500 $10.36 $157,800
   17 Construct New Nursing Building 55,000 $365.00 $20,075,000 $474.03 $26,071,400
   18 Demolish Existing Nursing Building 3,296 3,296 $7.98 $26,300 $10.36 $34,200
   19 New 80,000 SF Oval Drop Off Campus Main Entrance 80,000 $29.93 $2,394,400 $38.87 $3,109,600
   20 Construct Science Building Addition 30,000 $432.25 $12,967,500 $561.36 $16,840,900
   21 200,000 SF Great Lawn 200,000 $16.63 $3,326,000 $21.60 $4,319,500
   22 Construct Campanile Allowance $1,000,000 Allowance $1,298,700
   23 Recreation Center Addition 60,000 $365.75 $21,945,000 $475.00 $28,500,000
   24 A Renovate Henderson Hall 50,431 50,431 $219.00 $11,044,400 $284.42 $14,343,400
   24 B Renovate Binnion Hall 73,005 73,005 $219.00 $15,988,100 $284.42 $20,763,800
   25 Construct Student Housing D 189,700 Allowance $25,993,000 Allowance $33,757,100
   26 Farm Building Improvements $272.65 $0 $0

Subtotals 311,494 619,700 123,436 0 188,058 485,000 $209,191,900 $271,677,800



PHASE 3: 2023 - 2027
Construction Project

Initiative Building GSF Exist. SF New SF Reno Remain SF Demo Misc SQFT $/SQFT Construction Cost $/SQFT Project Cost
   27 A Demolish Memorial Stadium 20,753 20,753 $8.52 $176,800 $11.06 $229,600
   27 B Construct New Stadium Allowance $21,000,000 Allowance $27,000,000
   27 C Construct Health & Human Performance @ Stadium 30,000 $350.00 $10,500,000 $454.55 $13,636,400
   28 Construct New One Stop / Meeting Facility 80,000 $362.10 $28,968,000 $470.26 $37,620,800
   29 A Renovate Ferguson Hall 72,391 72,391 $390.50 $28,268,700 $507.14 $36,712,600
   29 B Renovate McDowell Administration 106,768 106,768 $426.00 $45,483,200 $553.25 $59,069,100
   30 Renovate Existing One Stop / Change Use 27,909 27,909 $319.50 $8,916,900 $414.94 $11,580,400
   31 Renovate Halladay Student Services / Change Use 25,446 25,446 $362.10 $9,214,000 $470.26 $11,966,200
   32 A Demolish Smith Hall 81,200 81,200 $8.52 $691,800 $11.06 $898,400
   32 B Demolish Berry Hall 61,600 61,600 $8.52 $524,800 $11.06 $681,600
   32 C Construct 335,000 SF Asphalt Parking Lot 335,000 $8.95 $2,998,200 $11.62 $3,893,800

Subtotals 396,067 110,000 232,514 0 163,553 335,000 156,742,400$          203,288,900$          

PHASE 4: 2028 - 2032

   33 A Construct New Alumni / Conference Center 17,000 $541.65 $9,208,100 $703.44 $11,958,600
   33 B Demolish Existing Alumni Center 6,479 6,479 $9.42 $61,000 $12.23 $79,200
   34 Construct Greek Row Housing $198.00 $17,820,000 $257.14 $23,142,900
   35 Construct General Academic Building B 100,000 $419.19 $41,919,000 $544.40 $54,440,300
   36 A Renovate Performing Arts Center 33,527 33,527 $245.00 $8,214,100 $318.18 $10,667,700
   36 B Construct Performing Arts Center Addition 15,000 $342.00 $5,130,000 $444.16 $6,662,300
   37 A New Engineering & Technology / Agriculture Building 75,000 $510.25 $38,268,800 $662.66 $49,699,700
   37 B Demolish C.J. Austin Engineering and Tech 62,761 62,761 $9.42 $591,200 $12.23 $767,800
   38 A Renovate Heritage House 3,650 2,650 $198.00 $524,700 $257.14 $681,400
   38 B Extension of Great Lawn = 55,500 SF 55,000 $19.63 $1,079,700 $25.49 $1,402,200
   39 Mayo Memorial Allowance $250,000 Allowance $324,700
   40 Construct Student Housing E 175,000 Allowance $31,707,200 Allowance $41,178,200

Subtotals 106,417 382,000 36,177 0 69,240 55,000 154,773,800$          201,005,000$          

EXISTING TO REMAIN / FUTURE RENOVATION

 Young Education North 28,965 28,965 Costs not Included Costs not Included
 Sowers Education South 34,526 34,526 Costs not Included Costs not Included
 Chemical Storage / South Neal 1,038 1,038 Costs not Included Costs not Included

Science and Technology Center (existing) 109,463 109,463 Costs not Included Costs not Included
 Sam Rayburn Student Center (existing) 92,575 92,575 Costs not Included Costs not Included
 Music Building 68,500 68,500 Costs not Included Costs not Included
 Subtotals 335,067 335,067
 
 All-PhaseTotals 1,374,086 1,796,100 573,912 335,067 464,107 970,000 705,133,200$          915,484,800$          

Total Space in 2032 (GSF) 2,705,079

[12111\b-project information\TAMU-C costs 050913]
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Land Acquisition
The phased implementation of the master plan over the next 20 years to 
meet the predicted facilities needs outlined in this report is dependent 
upon an appropriate policy of strategic land acquisition.  Some of the 
property needed to fully implement this plan is already owned by the 
University, but there are other key pieces of property labeled “High 
Priority” on the Land Acquisition Plan, particularly in the far north and 
south portions of the campus core that will require property acquisition 
in an effort to push surface parking to the north and south perimeters.

With the addition of new student housing in the southern sector of the 
campus, existing surface parking is being displaced, and new surface 
parking will be necessary.  W. Neal Street is planned for major improve-
ments on the master plan as a southern gateway to the University.  
Roadway improvements initiated by the city will begin along W. Neal 
from Culver Street to Cooper Street in 2013 and will include new paving 
and sidewalk improvements.  Along this drive is proposed to be a com-
bination of large residence halls on the west side and the new Alumni 
Center and Greek Row housing on the east.  Behind the Alumni Center 
and Greek Row would be surface parking that absorbs the remainder of 
three city blocks east of W. Neal Street and west of Bryan Street.  Aside 
from the property currently occupied by the nursing building, these 
blocks will require acquisition to implement the master plan. These 
total approximately 6.6 acres SF of land area.

East of the three blocks mentioned above is another city block of 2.5 
acres that is earmarked on the master plan for acquisition.  In an effort 
to reduce the amount of surface parking proximate to the Great Lawn, 
the block located at the southeast corner of Cooper Street and Bryan 
Street should be acquired for surface parking.  This will replace the 
surface parking lost along Stonewall Street, and will also add parking 
for the student housing in the far south end of the campus core.  The 
combined acreage as part of the initiative in the south portion of the 
campus core would be 9.0 acres of land comprised mostly of existing 
single family houses.

The intersection of W. Neal Street and Live Oak Street along the north-
ern edge of the campus core is the University’s northern gateway.  The 
master plan calls for the incremental reconstruction of all of the athletic 
facilities north of Lee Street, advancing the importance of this gateway 
to be greatly emphasized over time.  The University does not own a 1.2 
acre piece of property at the southwest corner of the Live Oak Street 
and W. Neal Street, currently occupied by a parking lot.  As part of the 
master plan, this parking lot will be removed; in its place will be the 
construction of the new arena/special events center.  
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Because the University is nestled within the existing urban fabric of 
the city of Commerce, a long-term policy regarding land acquisition 
should also be in place by the university’s leadership.  Labeled as “Low 
Priority” properties in the Land Acquisition Plan, these areas should 
continuously be monitored and evaluated in order to create a cohesive 
long-range master plan.  The “manifest destiny” of the TAMU C campus 
will certainly be to consider the acquisition of the remainder of the 
southern properties bounded by Culver, Monroe and W. Neal (35.6 
acres), and the northern properties bounded by W. Neal, Live Oak, Lee 
and Monroe Streets (20.4 acres).
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Chapter 6  Transportation

Existing Conditions
This section summarizes the existing conditions on the TAMU Commerce 
campus relative to vehicular, pedestrian, bicycle and transit circulation 
as well as on‐campus parking.

Roadways and Vehicular Access
Being in the heart of the city, the University benefits from the extensive 
roadway infrastructure already in place including three perimeter road-
ways to the north, west and south owned, operated and maintained by 
the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT). Please refer to Figure 
6‐1 for the following discussion of roadway access.

The University’s primary access is from the west via State Highway 24, 
a four‐lane divided facility which provides a connection to the city of 
Paris 40 miles to the north of Commerce and south to Interstate 30. 
University Drive is the most prominent point of access along State 
Highway 24, however, several other streets also provide westerly con-
nectivity including Morris, Walnut and Jackson Streets. State Highway 
24 also provides the highest level of travel visibility to the University due 
to the high traffic count of over 10,900 vehicles per day (see Figure 6‐2).

From the east, north and south vehicular access becomes more intimate, 
using the city’s older and well established residential street grid to 
approach the campus. Access from Monroe Street is the historic entry 
to the original campus, with Education Drive terminating at Ferguson 
Hall. Other access points from Monroe Street include Lee, Stonewall 
and Cooper Streets.

From the north, Spur 216/Live Oak Street provides access to campus 
via W. Neal Street, which travels

south to Lee Street which then connects to Monroe Street. Live Oak Street 
also provides the campus’ most direct vehicular access to Commerce’s 
historic downtown. From the south along Loop 178/Culver Street, W. 
Neal Street is the primary access route, with Bois D’Arc and Campbell 
Streets also serving as access. In January of 2013, the City of Commerce 
began a street reconstruction project that includes the following street 
sections (see Figure 6‐3):

• Lee Street from Monroe to Bois d’Arc,

• Bois d’Arc Street from Lee to Hunt,

• Stonewall Street from Monroe to Bryan,

• W. Neal Street from Culver to Cooper,

• Monroe Street from Hunt to Walnut and

• Washington Street from Culver to Maple
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Pedestrian, Bicycle and Transit Access
The existing pedestrian core of the TAMU Commerce campus generally 
extends along W. Neal from Culver to Live Oak and along Stonewall and 
what was Moore Street from SH 24 to Monroe. Once beyond the campus 
limits, pedestrian and bicycle activity follows the existing roadway and 
sidewalk network. Key pedestrian/vehicle conflict points exist on Culver 
Street just east of SH 24 adjacent to the Whitley Residence Hall and on SH 
24 just south of University serving the Berry and Smith Residence Halls. 
Both of these crossing locations are mid‐block and are only protected 
by flashing beacons rather than traffic control signals. This compromises 
the safety of pedestrians using these crossings.

Currently, the University does not provide on‐ or off‐campus transit 
service. However, indications are that transit service to the outlying 
residence halls would significantly improve overall pedestrian safety.

Parking
There are currently 19 designated parking lots serving the campus 
which provide a supply of approximately 2,850 spaces. Parking lots are 
generally located along the perimeter of the campus and are accessed 
via the principal streets mentioned above. Most of these lots are illu-
minated and are generally in good repair. Asphalt paving is generally 
in fair to good condition. Each of these parking areas is designated as 
one or more category of parking user (i.e. student, faculty, etc.) and is 
assigned using a parking permit system. The campus‐wide breakdown 
of these categories is as follows:

Students 1,915 spaces (67%)

Faculty 590 spaces (21%)

Sorority 114 spaces (4%)

Handicapped 92 spaces (3%)

Special 81 spaces (3%)

Timed 58 spaces (2%)

The current peak usage for all parking areas on campus is well below 
capacity. Only 76% of the total parking supply provided was needed 
for a 2012 student population of 12,000 (see Figure 6‐4 for a 2012 peak 
usage summary).

Conclusions
The existing conditions analysis shows:

1) That the University currently enjoys good vehicular access to the sur-
rounding roadway network via SH 24, Live Oak Street, Monroe Street 
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and Culver Street.

2) That the existing parking supply is adequate.

3) That pedestrian safety could be improved by eliminating the SH 24 
and Culver Street crossings.

Future Conditions
The transportation goal of the master plan is to provide an integrated 
transportation and parking demand strategy for the campus that 
addresses pedestrian, bicycle, transit and vehicular circulation as well 
as parking. This includes improving and extending the pedestrian core 
of the campus and decreasing the automobile activity to and within 
the campus. Both of these goals are directly related to the University’s 
strategy to increase the on‐campus residential population by requiring 
one or two years of mandatory on‐campus living.

Roadways and Vehicular Access
In an effort to streamline the number of access points and to push 
vehicular traffic towards the perimeter of the campus, the proposed 
master plan limits the number of streets that penetrate the heart of 
the campus. In the south Stonewall Street reduces its campus access by 
diverting it at Campbell Street. Further south, Jackson Street is removed 
entirely to better accommodate a quality student living atmosphere in 
the southerly student housing.

To improve upon the drive approaches to the campus, formal points 
of arrival have been provided at the eastern and western gateways. 
University Drive, which terminates at the McDowell Building, has been-
reconfigured to better promote a strong sense of arrival to the heart of 
campus. Similarly, along the campus’ east perimeter, Education Drive 
has been reconfigured by reducing the size of the parking lot facing 
Ferguson Hall, as well as reducing the number of cars in this area—
pushing these spaces towards the northern and southern perimeters.

Pedestrian, Bicycle and Transit Access
The primary pedestrian‐related goals of the master plan are to increase 
the overall pedestrian corridor network serving the campus and coor-
dinate these corridors with the existing and future city sidewalk and 
bicycle networks.

The master plan proposes several recommendations to improve the 
pedestrian environment including:

• Closure of Stonewall between Bryan and Campbell

• Closure of Bois d’Arc north of Morris
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• The elimination of Jackson east of SH 24 and

• Widening walkways and adding landscaping and pedestrian‐level 
lighting campus‐wide.

In addition, the University should encourage the City of Commerce to 
include sidewalk and lighting upgrades as a part of all future roadway 
reconstruction projects off campus (such as those initiated in January 
of 2013).

As an extension of and enhancement to the pedestrian‐related goals, 
the University should plan and implement an on‐campus shuttle system 
to serve the outlying parking areas and the Whitley, Berry and Smith 
residence halls. This shuttle system will improve pedestrian safety by 
eliminating the need to cross high‐volume/high‐speed roadways and 
will increase the utilization of perimeter parking facilities by reduc-
ing the required walking distance from parking to class. Figure 6‐5 
illustrates one possible shuttle plan for the University. It includes three 
potential routes which can be served constantly or alternately based 
on pedestrian and parking area demand. The core loop will connect 
the existing remote parking areas to the primary classroom locations 
while the south and west residence hall routes will reduce or eliminate 
the hazardous crossings of SH 24 and Culver Street.

Parking
While the existing conditions analysis showed the current parking 
supply to be adequate, the student population is in fact expected to 
increase by at least 3,000 students by the year 2015 (and 1,000 students 
per year every year thereafter for the next 17 years). Thus, there will 
likely be substantial building and parking improvements needed on 
campus. The master plan calls for roughly 550 net additional spaces 
after all improvements are made using a 20 year timeframe. The master 
plan accomplishes this by relocating and expanding the parking areas 
to campus perimeter locations not currently being used for parking as 
well as plots of land the University does not currently own, such as along 
Cooper and Walnut Streets. It should be noted that some existing park-
ing lots near the campus core will be claimed as building sites during 
this 20‐year time horizon and that no structured parking is planned as 
part of the master plan.

2013‐2017

By 2017, the student population is expected to grow from its 2012 level 
of 12,000 students to approximately 17,000 students. This increase in 
student numbers will increase the overall parking need to approxi-
mately 3,363 parking spaces. The master plan indicates a 2017 parking 
supply of approximately 3,400 spaces. It should be noted, however, that 
over 300 of these spaces are located adjacent to Smith and Berry Halls 
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west of SH 24 and are of little useable value unless the campus shuttle 
system is in place.

2018‐2022

By 2022, the student population is expected to reach approximately 
19,700 students. This increase in student numbers will increase the 
overall parking need to approximately 3,890 parking spaces. The master 
plan indicates a 2022 parking supply of approximately 3,510 spaces.
Again, it should be noted, however, that over 300 of these spaces are 
located adjacent to Smith and Berry Halls west of SH 24 and are of little 
useable value unless the campus shuttle system is in place. Based on 
this comparison of need vs. supply, an additional 350‐400 spaces will 
be required to serve the University’s need.

2023‐2027

By 2027, the student population is expected to reach approximately 
22,300 students. This increase in student numbers will increase the 
overall parking need to approximately 4,418 parking spaces. The master 
plan indicates a 2027 parking supply of approximately 4,183. It should 
be noted, however, that over 900 of these spaces are located adjacent 
to Smith and Berry Halls west of SH 24 and are of little useable value 
unless the campus shuttle system is in place. Based on this comparison 
of need vs. supply, an additional 250+/‐ spaces will be required to serve 
the University’s need.

2028‐2032

By 2032, the student population is expected to reach approximately 
25,000 students. This increase in student numbers will increase the 
overall parking need to approximately 4,945 parking spaces. The master 
plan indicates a 2032 parking supply of approximately 4,543. It should 
be noted, however, that over 900 of these spaces are located adjacent 
to Smith and Berry Halls west of SH 24 and are of little useable value 
unless the campus shuttle system is in place. Based on this comparison 
of need vs. supply, an additional 400+/‐ spaces will be required to serve 
the University’s need.
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Conclusions
The future conditions analysis shows:

1) That the University will continue to enjoy good vehicular access to 
the surrounding roadway network via SH 24, Live Oak Street, Monroe 
Street and Culver Street,

2) That the University should encourage the City of Commerce to include 
sidewalk and lighting upgrades as a part of all future roadway recon-
struction projects off campus,

3) That, beginning in 2022, an additional 250‐400 spaces (in addition 
to those shown on the proposed master plan) will be required to serve 
the University’s parking need and

4) That the University should plan and implement an on‐campus shuttle 
system immediately to serve the outlying parking areas and the Whitley, 
Berry and Smith residence halls. This shuttle system will improve pedes-
trian safety by eliminating the need to cross high‐volume/high‐speed 
roadways and will increase the utilization of perimeter parking facilities 
by reducing the required walking distance from parking to class



Figure 6-1

Existing Campus Roadway Access Network
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Figure 6-3

City of Commerce Street Reconstruction Projects
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Chapter 7  Pedestrian Systems, Open Space and Landscape

he following landscape standards are important to ensure 
quality and compatible landscaping throughout the TAMU 
Commerce campus.  It is important to emphasize the his-
torical significance and keep “Dr. Mayo’s College” alive.  The 
intent is that the campus site development should comple-

ment the built environment by blending the natural elements with the 
existing and proposed architecture in an organized manner.  These 
landscape elements utilize a variety of plant materials indigenous or 
adapted to the Blackland Prairies of North Texas.  The Blackland Prairies 
are said to have some of the richest soil in the world with its rolling, 
grassed meadows surrounded by oak and elm groves.

Considering the aforementioned Guiding Principles for Campus 
Development for these design guidelines, the over arching theme 
presented is to respect the existing campus heritage and preserve as 
much of the existing campus landscape and historical architectural 
elements as possible.  For example, it is important to analyze Gee Lake 
when considering the views and sight lines into the campus. At the 
main entrance, Gee Lake is the main welcoming element to the campus 
from State Highway 50.

The plant materials and site furnishings list were specifically created for 
the TAMU Commerce campus.  The plants selected are a combination of 
native and adapted species.  It is the goal of the master plan to encour-
age a visually pleasing environment and identify and reinforce certain 
elements that add continuity to the campus.  The following guidelines 
communicate the design intent and vision for the campus landscaping 
through a series of images and corresponding text. 

There are several important key areas of the campus plan that are the 
most visible and require particular attention; for example, gateways, 
streets, pathways, pedestrian spaces and parking.  The adherence to the 
standards and guidelines in designing these areas will work to relieve 
the overall mass and scale of the structures, frame outdoor spaces and 
create a unique sense of place. 

This chapter covers the following subjects related to the campus master 
plan update: 

 � Pedestrian Circulation Systems

 � Campus Open Space, Gathering Spaces and Recreation

 � Urban Design Standards

•	 Gateways

•	 Campus Edge

•	 Parking

•	 Streets

 � Landscape Standards

•	 Hardscape and Furnishings

•	 Lighting

•	 Plant Material List

•	 Irrigation

•	 Tree Preservation

T

Dr. Mayo

Landscape	Design	Intent
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Pedestrian circulation is a key component in creating a clear, unified, and 
meaningful campus.  TAMU Commerce has made thoughtful and con-
crete steps in recent years to begin an outstanding pedestrian system.

Improvements have been constructed recently to make the campus 
core more pedestrian-friendly.  A series of pedestrian-only enhanced 
walks traverse the core and contribute to the cohesion of the campus. 
Improvements made prior to 2013 have included over half a mile of gen-
erously sized walks with paver and stamped colored concrete accents. 
Some of these enhanced walks serve as both walks and as fire lanes.  
This network of paths results in flowing routes for pedestrians and 
bicyclists navigating the site. 

The master plan capitalizes on these improvements by adding an addi-
tional 4,400 linear feet of pedestrian-friendly byways throughout the 
campus.  These walks should be designed in a consistent manner, 
utilizing a standardized paving width and pattern, complemented by 
lighting, benches, trash receptacles and adjacent vegetation.  Some of 
the new walks would double as fire lanes and access for deliveries to 
buildings.  Older walks already constructed would be updated to cor-
respond to the new standard prototype.  See graphics on page 7.10.  
An expanded network of pedestrian walks throughout the campus is 
essential to improving both the pedestrian connectivity of the campus 
as well as the first impressions of visitors to the university.  Refer graphic 
on page 7.7 for the pedestrian network master plan.

Master plan recommendations for the pedestrian network include:

Widths 

Widths must accommodate large movements and groupings of pedes-
trians, as well as provide space for bicycles, and building access for 
service vehicles.  Reference page 7.10 for standard widths.

Pavement Design 

Pavements must accommodate the weight of emergency/service 
vehicles and be constructed on a stable, well drained base.  Provide a 
minimum of 3500psi 6” thick reinforced concrete with expansion joints 
placed at a minimum of 30’ on center.

Pavement Material Finishes

Continue the use of the existing pallet consisting of medium broom 
finish concrete walks with banding, panels, or inlays to help unify the 
campus and provide a safe, non-skid surface.  Reference page 7.10 for 
standard finishes.

Pedestrian	Circulation	Systems

Proposed Updated Enhanced Walk

Existing Gee Lake Loop Walk
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The pedestrian circulation system referenced above provides linkages to 
the major buildings throughout the campus but actually works within 
a network of open spaces, gathering areas, and recreation areas that 
give the campus its unique feel and character.  

The Great Lawn
The most significant formal gesture of this master plan update in re-
structuring the organization of the campus is the creation of a great lawn 
between the Performing Arts Center and the future relocated library.  
This significant space will provide a unifying element for the campus 
that would allow buildings along its perimeter to engage it with entries, 
porches, terraces, and arcades to ensure that building users utilize and 
enliven this important space. 

Campus	Open	Space,	Gathering	Spaces	and	Recreation

Great Lawn

Performance Lawn at Great Lawn
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Campus	Open	Space,	Gathering	Spaces	and	Recreation

East and West Arrival Courts
New arrival courts are created in front of the Ferguson Social 
Sciences Building on the east side of the campus and the McDowell 
Administration Building on the west side.  These courts provide an 
organized and visually enhanced entry for those arriving on campus 
by automobile as well as a more formalized setting for two of the main 
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Gee Lake
Gee Lake is an important space that provides a very positive setting for 
the University from Highway 50.  Improvements to this space should 
center on shoreline stabilization and tree replacements as existing 
trees decline and suffer storm or insect damage. 

Campus	Open	Space,	Gathering	Spaces	and	Recreation

Gee Lake

Mayo Memorial Plaza

Performing
Arts 
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Mayo Memorial Plaza

Currently located south of Lee Street and adjacent to Henderson Hall 
is the memorial of William Mayo the founder of TAMU Commerce.  
The gravesite area should be enhanced with special paving and 
landscaping and provided with clear pedestrian linkages back to the 
core of the campus and the Great Lawn.
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Campus	Open	Space,	Gathering	Spaces	and	Recreation

Active Recreation Space
TAMU Commerce has developed a very fine intramural athletic 
complex west of Highway 50 composed of multipurpose fields for 
soccer and flag football as well as for softball.  With the expansion 
of student housing on the main campus, additional open space 
dedicated to intramural sports should be developed on the main 
campus east of the existing Jerry Morris Recreation Center.  This will 
provide needed recreation space adjacent to the recreation center 
and further reinforce the perception of the open and green nature of 
the campus.  

Intramural Recreation Space

Jerry 
D. Morris

Recreational 
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Sam Rayburn
Student
Center



Pedestrian Systems, Open Space and Landscape

 Master Plan Update
 Texas A&M University - Commerce
 Page 7.7

Gathering Spaces and Pedestrian Node.  
The Master Plan recommends the continued development of gathering 
places and pedestrian nodes in the form of plazas, courtyards and 
informal seating areas to increase opportunities for expression, social 
interaction, recreation, and relaxation.  These spaces occur at major 
intersection points of the pedestrian circulation system and at other 
focal points as shown on the master pedestrian circulation plan.  
Variety of size and character is key in developing these spaces as each 
should respond to the nature of its particular location.  Standards for 
seating and related furnishings are set forth in a later section of this 
narrative.

Campus	Open	Space,	Gathering	Spaces	and	Recreation

Keith McFarland
Science Building

Planetarium
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Gateways
Gateways are the first impression of the TAMU Commerce campus. 
The landscaping at the gateways and along the main entry roadways 
must set the tone and reflect the overall vision for the campus.

 � Gateways signage should serve to delineate campus boundaries 
with unifying plant material at the base of the entry element that 
do not obstruct lettering and readability.

 � Large specimen street trees should be used and tree species and 
size should be the same at all similar gateways.

 � Gateway element materials include: cast stone walls, decorative 
cmu and blue metal signage as well as ornamental metal fences 
with masonry columns..

Campus Edge
The campus edge is important to help delineate the TAMU Commerce 
campus from the surrounding residential neighborhood.  The edge 
consists of repetitive elements that help to secure the campus, introduce 
entry hierarchy, showcase the university identity and provide campus 
wayfinding. Some of the possible campus edge elements are

 � An ornamental metal fence with masonry columns to delineate 
the campus and accentuate the entrances. The university should 
continue to use the black wrought iron fence with masonry accent 
columns as needed.  

 � The repetitive use of trees and shrubs.

 � Wayfinding such as signage and university banners.

Parking
The design of parking facilities shall be accentuated with high-quality 
landscape treatments to provide shade in the hot, summer months as 
well as adding visual appeal to those often forgotten spaces on the 
campus.

Landscape buffers between parking lots and the street edge should be 
a min of 15 feet wide. Shade trees should be planted where possible in 
and around the lots. Planting and maintenance of trees within parking 
lots should maintain clear lines of sight for safety. Arrange tree planting 
pockets at regular intervals to soften the appearance of parking areas. 
Low shrubs are suggested to screen the adjacent properties from car 
lights. Reference the plant list on page 7.15 for the appropriate tree 
species. Existing trees should be preserved wherever it is reasonable, 
but islands should be large enough to encompass the drip line of the 
tree canopy. 

Urban	Design	Standards

Main Campus Gateway Monument

Informative Gateway Signage

Gateway to Cain Sports Complex

Proposed Banner

Parking Signage
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Streets
The streets of the TAMU Commerce campus should be seen as public 
spaces that provide a strong sense of place and contribute to the overall 
vision for the campus. The street network should be designed not only 
to move vehicular traffic, but also to extend and enrich the network of 
pedestrian and bicycle pathways. The streets within the campus should 
be pedestrian-friendly promoting day and evening activity in a safe 
and effective manner. It is also important to move vehicular traffic out 
of the heart of the campus to promote internal pedestrian movements.

General Requirements
Landscaping along streets can be useful in stewarding different types of 
movement between the pedestrians, bicycles and vehicles. Street trees 
should be provided to enhance the pedestrian experience, through 
the following:

 � Street edge should be defined by groups of trees. 
 � Street trees should be planted in the space between the sidewalk 

and back of curb, known as the parkway, and shall be spaced to 
allow for the ultimate canopy growth. A minimum of 5 feet by 5 
feet of permeable surface should be provided for each tree planted. 

 � The parkway should be a minimum width of 5 feet to prevent tree 
root damage to the curb or sidewalk.

 � Streets with generous building setbacks should include canopy 
trees to reinforce the intended street width proportions. Reference 
7.15 for street tree list. 

 � Trees should be required to have a root barrier installed if located 
within 3 feet of a wall, sidewalk, street or utility easement adjacent 
to a street. The root barrier shall be placed against and run parallel 
to the concrete or wall for a minimum length of 5 feet.

State Highway 24/50
The landscape treatment that occurs at the edges of the highways, 
adjacent to the campus perimeter, is envisioned to reflect the vernacular 
of North Texas and Hunt County. These areas will require landscaping 
to provide a cohesive appearance. Wide landscape buffers adjacent to 
the highways are encouraged with open, informal tree plantings tran-
sitioning to more formal groupings closer to the campus entry points 
and gateways.

Urban	Design	Standards

Existing Campus Street

Proposed Tree-lined Streets

Proposed Pedestrian-friendly Crosswalks

Typical Street Cross Section
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Typical Enhanced Pedestrian Pathway / Firelane Cross Section

Landscape	Standards

Enhanced Paving Materials

Enhanced Entry Paving 
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Hardscape and Furnishings

A consistent palette of landscape materials, lighting, and street 
furniture forms a sense of place for the TAMU Commerce campus. These 
elements, combined create active gathering spaces and reinforce the 
linkages and gateways within the campus and its edge. The following 
elements comprise the character and identity of the campus.

Paving
Paving is intended to emphasize areas of pedestrian circulation and 
accent architectural elements. The paving design shall provide a uni-
fied architectural vision throughout the campus and shall be of like 
material throughout. Paving also gives a sense of continuity between 
different areas, in particular, when a single material is used for edges 
and pathways. Paving elements include walks, paths, drives, plazas, 
steps and ramps. 

 � The enhanced pedestrian pathways should be gray or subtle-colored 
concrete with paver accents. 

 � Entry locations should be constructed of accent materials such as 
brick, concrete pavers, colored concrete or patterned concrete to 
signify arrival at a special place. 

 � Street crossing locations should also be constructed of a specific 
paving material to warn vehicular traffic of pedestrian crossing. 

 � Special paving materials include colored, scored or stamped concrete 
and unit pavers.

The following describes the appropriate width depending on the use:

 � Sidewalks adjacent to streets to be a minimum width of 6 feet (widths 
will vary depending upon location and volume of pedestrian traffic).

 � Sidewalks between campus buildings and housing are to be a mini-
mum 8 feet wide.

 � 10 feet between major central spaces

 � 20 feet walks are required for emergency vehicle access.

Landscape	Standards

Unlit Bollard

Planting Pots
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Bollards	and	Barriers
Bollards tend to be fixed objects used to delineate an area, prevent 
vehicles from entering an area and often to provide additional pedes-
trian scale lighting. Use of bollards in a college campus environment is a 
useful way to buffer bicyclists and pedestrians from automobile traffic. 
Bollards help to make the streets and pathways safer by designating 
pedestrian and bicycle-only areas. They form a useful barrier for vehicles 
but should be located to direct traffic rather than obstruct traffic. 

 � Desired style of the bollards for the TAMU Commerce campus is:

Manufacturer:  Sternberg Lighting
Lighted Bollard Model:  Lincoln - 2501LED-LBS
Unlit Bollard Model:  Lincoln - 2501BS
Quick Release Bollard Model:  Lincoln - 2501BS-QR 
Color:  Black

 � The quick release bollard allows for quick removal of the bollard 
for convenience or emergency access. The quick release system 
shall allow for a flush pavement installation after temporary bol-
lard removal. 

 � In addition to the bollards, additional barrier devices such as plant-
ers or walls should be required to provide a continuous barrier from 
structure to structure. 

 � The service drives adjacent to the buildings should be controlled 
with operable barrier gates or removable bollards. Removable bol-
lard are preferable in order to prevent unauthorized vehicles from 
accessing the service drives and driving underneath the buildings

Planting	Pots
Plant containers shall be used where trees and shrubs cannot be planted 
directly in the ground and in conjunction with seating and plaza areas. 
They help to articulate the edges and act as anchors for plaza areas. 
Buildings should incorporate planters to enliven the entry and exit 
experience. Planters may also be used as a barrier to direct pedestrian 
and vehicular traffic, similar to the use of a bollard.

 � Planters may contain grasses, ornamental shrubs or flowers and 
should be replaced seasonally or as needed. 

 � A consistent planting pot style should be used throughout the TAMU 
Commerce campus.

Landscape	Standards

Bench

Site Furnishings Family

Trash Receptacle

Tables
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Benches
A consistent style of site furnishings is encouraged throughout the 
TAMU Commerce campus. Sustainability, durability and weathering 
are important factors to consider when choosing products. Benches 
should be located where students congregate or relax and be located 
in many different situations for a variety of experiences. All site furnish-
ings should be standardized in both style and color and come from the 
same manufacturer. 

Manufacturer:  Landscape Forms, Inc. 
Style:  Backed Scarborough Bench
Length:  72 inches
Seat Pattern:  Strap
Mount:  Surface
Color:  Black

Trash	Receptacles
Trash receptacles are a necessity on a college campus. The intent is 
to limit the visual clutter of receptacles in view and to integrate the 
receptacles into the environment of gathering areas, pedestrian paths 
and building entrances without dominating the view. Trash receptacles 
should be located with careful attention to their servicing needs and 
aesthetic orientation and should be located in close proximity to seat-
ing, benches and entrances.

Manufacturer:  Landscape Forms, Inc. 
Style:  Side Opening Scarborough Trash Receptacle
Liner:  30 Gallon - Black
Side Panel:  Vertical Strap
Mount:  Surface
Additional Options:  Sand Pan and Keyed Lock
Color:  Black

Landscape	Standards

Tree Grate

Bike Rack

Typical Bike Rack Layout
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Tables:
Tables with fixed seating should be used in pedestrian gathering spaces 
to provide for informal social interaction, facilitate food service activi-
ties or to provide a quite place to study. It is proposed that gathering 
spaces be developed with a variety of opportunities to provide a sense 
of place and evoke student interaction.

Manufacturer:  Landscape Forms, Inc. 
Style:  Carousel Table
Seat Style:  Perforated Metal with Back
Table Top Style:  Catena
Mount:  Surface
Color:  Black or Silver

Landscape	Standards

Pole Lights at Enhanced Walk

Pole Lights

Lighted Bollard
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Landscape	Standards

Plant List

Various types of plants articulate and define the landscapes of the 
TAMU Commerce campus. Primarily, specific plants are used to create 
compositions based on the plants form, height, texture or color. 

The following is a list of plant materials approved for installation. The 
abridged list indicates plant type and species and is intended to be 
used as a guide to aid designers in selecting plant material suitable 
for the campus.

Canopy	Trees:
 � American Elm* Ulmus americana

 � Bald Cypress*  Taxodium distichum

 � Bur Oak  Quercus macrocarpa

 � Cedar Elm*  Ulmus crassifolia

 � Chinkapin Oak* Quercus muehlenbergii

 � Lacebark Elm* Ulmus parvifolia

 � Live Oak*  Quercus virginiana

 � Overcup Oak* Quercus lyrata

 � Pecan   Carya illinoensis

 � Shumard Oak* Quercus shumardii

 � Sycamore*  Platanus occidentalis

(* Street Tree)

Evergreen	Screen	Trees:
 � Eastern Red Cedar Juniperus virginiana

 � Mary Nell Holly Ilex x ‘Mary Nell’

 � Nellie R. Stevens Holly Ilex x ‘Nellie R. Stevens’

 � Southern Magnolia Magnolia grandiflora

Pecan Tree at Gee Lake

Magnolia Trees

Bald Cypress and Pecan Trees at Gee Lake
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Bicycle	Racks:
To encourage and facilitate biking as a means of transportation, bicycle 
racks shall be provided. Adequate and convenient racks located through-
out the campus and adjacent to major activity centers and parking lots 
is encouraged. 

 � Bicycle parking will be located in close proximity to the entrances 
and in a well-lit area. 

 � Bicycle racks should be 50 ft. from the entrance or closer than the 
nearest car parking stall

 � Bicycle racks should have a 3 foot minimum clearance between 
bicycles parked at racks and other site furniture.

 � The racks should not obstruct the pedestrian right-of-way.

 � Bike parking should be provided at a ratio of 5% per total peak user 
for each building. Therefore if one building on campus will have 1,000 
peak users, 50 bike parking spaces should be provided.

 � This bike rack offers two distinct contact points, at front and rear, 
for secure locking. 

 � The bike rack to be used throughout the campus is: 
Manufacturer:  Madrax
Model:  ORN-LB-2-SF-P
Finish:  Black Powder Coat

Tree	Grates:
Tree grates have been used for many years to help integrate trees into 
the hardscape. Tree grates provide space for the tree while allowing 
pedestrian traffic over the tree planting area. They help to suppress 
weeds and trash accumulation in the tree planting area. 

Manufacturer:  Ironsmith
Model:  6042 Parkway Tree Grate
Size:  60”x60”
Color:  Black

Landscape	Standards

Crape Myrtle Tree

Dwarf Yaupon Holly

Dwarf Nandina
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Landscape	Standards

Shrubs	Continued:
 � Fatsia  Fatsia japonica

 � Loropetalum   Loropetalum chinensis ‘Burgundy’

   Loropetalum chinensis ‘Zhouzhou’

   Loropetalum chinensis ‘Petite Delight’

   Loropetalum chinensis ‘Suzanne’

 � Oakland Holly Ilex hybrid ‘Magland’ 

 � Oakleaf Hydrangea Hydrangea quercifolia

 � Red Yucca  Hesperaloe parvifolia

 � Rose   Rosa banksiae

   Rosa  ‘Nearly Wild’ 

   Rosa ‘The Drift Rose Family’

   Rosa ‘The Knock-out Rose Family’

   Rosa ‘Nearly Wild’ 

 � Rose of Sharon Hibiscus syricus

 � Variegated Hydrangea Hydrangea macrophylla ‘Variegata’

 � Variegated Pittosporum Pittosporum tobira ‘Variegata’

 � Waxleaf Ligustrum Ligustrum japonicum ‘Waxleaf’

Ornamental	Grass:
 � Dwarf Fountain Grass Pennisetum alopercuriodes  ‘Hamelin’ 

   Pennisetum alopercuriodes  ‘Little Bunny’

 � Gulf Muhly Grass Muhlenbergia capillaris

 � Miscanthus  Miscanthus sinensis  ‘Adagio’

   Miscanthus sinensis ‘Gracillimus’ 

   Miscanthus sinensis  ‘Morning Light’

 � Purple Fountain Grass Pennisetum setaceum  ‘Rubrum’

 � Weeping Love Grass Eragrostis curvula

Ornamental Grass in Rachel’s Garden

Knock-out Rose

Waxleaf Ligustrum
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Perennials:
 �  Artemisia   Artemisia absinthium  ‘Powis Castle’

 � Autumn Aster  Aster frikarti

 � Autumn Fern   Dryopteris erythrosora

 � Autumn Sage   Salvia gregii

 � Black-eyed Susan  Rudbeckia fulgida

 � Daylily   Hemerocallis sp.

 � Dwarf Mexican Petunia Ruellia brittoniana  ‘Katy’s Dwarf’

 � Echinacea   Echinacea purpurea

 � Hardy Hibiscus  Hibiscus coccineus

 � Holly Fern   Crytomium falcatum

 � Lamb’s Ears   Stachys byzantina

 � Lantana   Lantana horrida

 � Mexican Petunia  Ruellia brittoniana

 � Rosemary   Rosemarinus officinalis 

 � Salvia   Salvia gregii

 � Turk’s Cap   Malvaviscus arboreus ‘Drummondii’

 � Wood Fern   Dryopteris normalis

Groundcovers:
 � Asian Jasmine  Trachelospermum asiaticum

 � Dwarf Monkey Grass  Ophiopogon japonicus  ‘Nana’

 � English Ivy   Hedera helix

 � Liriope   Liriope muscari  ‘Big Blue’

    Liriope muscari ‘Monroe White’

 � Monkey Grass  Ophiopogon japonicus

 � Purple Wintercreeper  Euonymus fortunei ‘Colorata’

 � Variegated Liriope  Liriope muscari ‘Variegata’

Vines:
 � Boston Ivy   Parthenocissus tricuspidata

 � Cross Vine   Bignonia capreolata

 � Trumpet Vine   Campsis radicans

 � Wisteria   Wisteria sinensis

Mexican Petunia near Education Building

‘Big Blue’ Liriope

Wisteria



Pedestrian Systems, Open Space and Landscape

 Master Plan Update
 Texas A&M University - Commerce
 Page 7.19

Irrigation

The irrigation guidelines are established for design and installation of 
cost effective, reliable irrigation systems for landscape areas on the 
TAMU Commerce campus. 

 � Small turf or shrub areas of 25’ or less shall utilize pop up spray 
heads. Large turf areas 25’ or greater shall utilize rotary style heads. 

 � A rain/ freeze/ wind sensor should be installed with all irrigation 
controls. 

 � A centralized control system should be used on all campus irriga-
tion systems. 

 � Use hydro zoning when designing campus irrigation systems

Tree Preservation

Large and significant trees contribute to the TAMU Commerce’s special 
character and add interest to the campus. Such trees take thirty years 
or more to develop and cannot easily be replaced. Therefore, all 
significant trees, such as Oaks, should be protected. Tree preservation 
must be programmed and planned from the beginning. 

 � Buildings shall be sited so as to preserve as many large trees as 
possible. 

 � Existing large trees shall be incorporated into the landscape design 
of the building where possible. 

 � Trees that must be removed should be replaced with a 4” minimum 
caliper tree. 

 � Sites shall be graded so as to preserve the root system of existing 
large trees within the drip line of the tree. 

 � No construction, grading or storage of material shall occur in the 
drip line of an large tree intended for preservation. 

 � Large trees intended for preservation shall be protected by a 4 feet 
tall construction fence that is placed outside of the drip line of the 
tree or group of trees to be preserved.

 � The fencing should be of a highly visible material (orange vinyl) and 
shall have a tree protection sign affixed to the fence.

 � All protective fencing shall be in place prior to commencement of 
any site work and remain in place until all exterior work has been 
completed.

Existing Tree Preservation



Environmental Graphics and Wayfinding

Overview
In an environment as complex and disorienting as a college campus, good 
wayfinding tools are essential to crafting a positive visitor experience. 
Likewise, signage standards help to brand the psychical space. 

Therefore, a good graphics system contributes not only to the functional 
aspects of navigating a place, but also to the psychological effects of 
being in a particular place — most importantly one’s sense of place 
and brand perception.

It’s very clear that Texas A&M University Commerce has gone to great 
lengths to establish a beautiful and consistent graphic message across 
campus.  We applaud the efforts thus far and seek only to offer a few 
suggestions to take developments a bit further in the right direction.

Sign Types
The following sign types were observed on our site visit:

 � Campus Identity

 � Directional Signage

 � Parking Identification

 � Information Directories/Kiosks

 � Building Identity Monuments

 � Building Mounted Identities

 � Regulatory

 � Specialty Signage Elements

 Campus Master Plan
 Texas A&M University-Commerce
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Environmental Graphics and Wayfinding

Campus Identity
Campus identity signage announces arrival to and indicates the 
boundaries of the Texas A&M University Commerce campus. These sign 
types set the tone of the campus graphics and establish the aesthetic 
going forward. The stone wall elements are elegant  and contrast well 
with the blue, white and yellow color scheme of the brand identity. 
Trajan lettering is another elegant touch. 

Our one recommendation is that the lettering beneath the seal on the 
Performing Arts Center be changed to the Trajan typeface to better 
match with the brand.

Campus Master Plan
Texas A&M University-Commerce 
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Environmental Graphics and Wayfinding

Directional Signs 
There are three sizes of directional signs around campus. These sizes 
have been appropriately distributed depending on number of messages 
and/or the speed of traffic on a given street. Contrasting colors, a clean 
san-serif font and appropriate lettering sizes all contribute to a very 
legible and useful design.

Text content is usually grouped by arrow direction which  helps promote 
understanding of content. Stone bases and application of the brand 
text help to tie the signs to the vernacular of the campus identity signs 
promoting brand.

In a few locations the text includes abbreviations where space is available 
to spell out the words. Though these are often easily understandable, 
we recommend using the full word wherever possible. Likewise, for text 
that needs to be placed on more than one line, the interline spacing 
would benefit from slightly more space. However, the indention of the 
second line is an excellent way to subjugate the second line.

We observed one directional sign at the Sam Rayburn Student Center 
that did not fit within the campus standards.

 Campus Master Plan
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Parking Identification
Each parking lot across campus has been identified with a unique 
number. This system is easy is to understand and is made even more 
comprehensible by the signage prevalent at parking lot entries and on 
light posts within the lots.

Primary parking lot identification monuments follow the sign design 
standards of the campus and are appropriately located at lot entrances. 
The monuments clearly display the parking lot number as well as permit 
or user restrictions.

Light post mounted signs are also easy to read and fit within the overall 
system. However on the west side of the highway, there are a few older 
signs that we recommend replacing with the newer style.

Various areas of campus have curb painting (green, brown, blue, etc.) 
that denotes which user groups are to use particular parallel parking 
spots. Overall, the color coding for parking lots was not very clear and we 
recommend incorporating the color coding into the system standards.

Environmental Graphics and Wayfinding
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Directories
There are two styles of directories located on the campus, both for the 
use of pedestrians. The larger of the two is a roofed structure with a 
large campus map and directory listing and symbol key. One of these 
is located at the main vehicular entrance to the campus and parallel 
parking is available adjacent to the location so that drivers can leave 
their car for a few minutes to view the information. The second location 
is on the pedestrian plaza and is easy to access. 

The second directory size is smaller, built on the design of the parking lot 
identity but with stone bases, which extends the systematic approach 
to the sign system. These also were appropriately places along the 
pedestrian promenade and displayed the same information as the 
larger counterparts. 

Our recommendations for this sign type include the addition or 
replacement of “You Are Here” stars for those that are missing from 
the maps (only one map had it). We also recommend consideration of 
orienting the maps to the viewer’s stance. Studies show orientation to 
the viewer helps promote cognitive processing. These updates could 
be implemented at the time new buildings are added to the campus, 
requiring map updates in the process.

Environmental Graphics and Wayfinding
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Building Identity Monuments
Building Identity signs are about the same dimensions as the smaller of 
the directional signs. They feel pedestrian in scale, but have an elegance 
and sophistication that helps communicate the importance of the 
buildings as well as campus pride in general.

Layouts are clear and legible and elements or organizations within 
particular buildings have been appropriately identified within a 
typographic hierarchy.

In general, these signs are located along the main pedestrian promenades. 
One obvious exception to this is the Wathena Temple Fine Arts Building 
sign which appears to be located at the back door or service yard gate. 
We recommend moving this sign to the promenade side of the building.

One exception to the monument design standard is the Sam Rayburn 
Student Center. This monument is red brick with cut lettering in a typeface 
that does not match the campus standard. We do not recommend any 
changes to this sign at this time.

Environmental Graphics and Wayfinding
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Building Mounted Identities
A wide variety of installations exist for this category. Most are cut or 
fabricated letters, while two are plaque style. Type styles vary from 
building to building although some consistency seems to be present. 
All letters are consistently uppercase and building address numbers 
all appear to be the same size Helvetica letters (which means they are 
often out of proportion for their location). Materials and colors vary as 
well. Some provide good contrast with their background color, while 
some do not. 

The two plaque style identities are located on the Hall of Languages 
building and on the Ferguson Social Sciences building. It is presumed 
that these plaques were used as a method to display the new building 
names while covering incised lettering of the original  building names. 

Our recommendations include selecting a singular typeface for use 
in building identification, sized appropriately for each location and  
in a material that will provide good contrast to the background upon 
which the letters will be mounted. As for the plaques, we recommend 
replacements with the same selected type face with backers of 
an appropriately sized and colored material to cover what may be 
underneath.

Environmental Graphics and Wayfinding
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Regulatory Signage
One of the most effective ways to pull a campus together visually is to 
use and maintain a consistent regulatory signage program. Even these 
utilitarian sign types affect visitor perception of the University brand. 

It appears that a program of custom street signs has begun on certain 
parts of campus. We recommend continuing these efforts as road work 
and renovation projects are undertaken. 

However, a number of regulatory signs are in poor condition or are 
inconsistent in their graphic. For instance, we counted no less than 
three (3) styles of handicap parking signs. We recommend a manual be 
developed that would act as a guide for replacement of these signs so 
that consistency can be accomplished and future signage meets the 
brand and campus standards.

Environmental Graphics and Wayfinding
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Specialty Signage Elements
The Lions are a proud group as well they should be. There are a number 
of specialty signs that dedicate buildings, display fraternity/sorority 
emblems or display honorarium of donor names. The vary in material 
from cast bronze and zinc on brick or stone supports, to etched 
aluminum, stone, or cut lettering on stone retaining walls. These special 
elements provide a glimpse to visitors and future Lions of those who 
have gone before and the proud legacy they leave behind. Other than 
cleaning and maintaining them, we have no other recommendations.

Environmental Graphics and Wayfinding
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Chapter 8  Campus Infrastructure

Introduction
As part of the Master Plan, Pacheco Koch was tasked with identifying 
the current campus utilities and the necessary improvements required 
for the future developments across the TAMU Commerce campus.  The 
goal of this report is to outline the broad scoping infrastructure improve-
ments required for future developments and identify large scale utility 
projects that may be required to serve said developments.

Development Guidelines
Projects outlined in the Texas A&M Commerce 2032 Master Plan shall be 
designed in accordance with the Texas A&M University Facility Design 
Guidelines (FDGs).  All work within TxDOT right-of-way shall conform 
to TxDOT design standards and shall be approved/permitted by the 
appropriate TxDOT department.  Storm sewers shall be designed to 
convey the 100-year storm and shall conform to the guidelines set forth 
by the City of Commerce, Hunt County, and Texas A&M Commerce in 
addition to the Texas A&M FDGs. 

Existing Utilities
The utility information shown in the following exhibits is a combination 
of past project on-the-ground surveys performed by Pacheco Koch, 
City of Commerce GIS utility shape files, and information provided by 
Texas A&M Commerce.  All utility information shown herein should be 
verified by the individual project design teams prior to construction.  
Existing water, sanitary sewer, and gas utilities are present in abundance 
across the campus (Refer to Exhibit A – Existing Utilities).  In general, 
these utilities are not expected to require significant upgrades to serve 
the developments outlined in this Master Plan.  Any work associated 
with water, sanitary sewer and gas services can be found in the project 
outlines included below.  Existing storm sewer is limited across the 
existing campus (Refer to Exhibit A – Existing Utilities).  If future develop-
ments cannot sheet flow into adjacent streets, large scale storm sewer 
improvements may be required.  These storm sewer improvements are 
discussed in more detail below.

Storm Sewer Improvements
The TAMU Commerce campus is currently divided into four (4) main 
watersheds (Refer to Exhibit F).  The drainage areas shown were found 
based on aerial topography and are intended to convey general drain-
age patterns only.  The project design team shall investigate current 
drainage patterns prior to each construction project.
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The first drainage area covers the southwestern-most portion of campus 
and is bounded by Jackson Street and Culver Street to the north and 
south and TX-50 to the west.  This drainage area is currently served 
by a storm sewer system installed as a portion of the Phase 1 Student 
Housing Complex project.  No additional storm sewer projects are 
anticipated for this drainage area.  The second campus drainage area 
is approximately bounded by Culver Street to the south and Campbell 
Street to the east.  A large portion of this drainage area is residential 
housing not currently owned by Texas A&M Commerce.  An existing 
storm sewer system is presently being installed to serve the Phase 2 
Student Housing Complex which is currently under construction.  No 
additional storm sewer projects are anticipated for this drainage area.

The Drainage Area 3, as indicated on Exhibit F, is approximately bounded 
by Campbell Street to the west, Live Oak Street to the north and Culver 
Street to the south.  Since no new development is planned within this 
drainage area, no storm sewer improvements are anticipated.

The Drainage Area 4 shown on Exhibit F covers the central and northern 
portions of the existing campus and drains into Gee Lake.  The drainage 
area is approximately bounded by Live Oak Street to the north, Campbell 
Street to the east, Jackson Street to the south and TX-50 to the west.  
Based on existing utility information available, it appears two large scale 
storm sewer projects will be necessary to provide adequate drainage 
capacity to future developments within the drainage area.  The first 
storm sewer project consists of the installation of approximately 1450 
LF of pipe along the TX-50 and Walnut Street right-of-ways, beginning 
at the existing 9’x6’ box along TX-50 and ending at a point near the 
intersection of Walnut and Neal Street.  This storm sewer should be 
sized to serve the future Phase 3, 4 and 5 Student Housing Complexes 
as well as any other projects in the immediate vicinity, including the 
future Alumni Center (Refer to Exhibit G for the proposed storm sewer 
alignment).  The second storm sewer project includes the installation of 
approximately 1450 LF of storm sewer main beneath University Drive, 
beginning at the existing Administration Building and ending near 
the future Library Building.  This storm sewer should be sized to serve 
all future construction projects in the central campus area and should 
be evaluated via a hydrologic and hydraulic analysis to evaluate the 
required storm sewer size.  It is recommended that the University and/
or the City of Commerce plan to install the above storm sewer mains in 
order to aid in the campus development as defined in this Master Plan.  
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Phase 1 Improvements (Present – 2017)
Campus improvements planned for the first build out phase includes 
the demolition of the existing journalism building; the construction of 
a new library, parking lot, student center expansion, student housing 
complexes and central utility plant; and the renovation of the existing 
Gee Library into a learning center and the renovation of the Hall of 
Languages.  Existing utilities with respect to the first build out state are 
shown on Exhibit B.  Specific utility improvements associated with the 
above projects are listed below:

Project #1 – Complete Second Student Housing Complex (Phase 2)

• Project is currently under construction with an expected completion 
date in Summer 2014.  Infrastructure changes required for this project 
have been addressed by Pacheco Koch as the civil engineer of record 
and are reflected as existing utilities in the attached Exhibits.  Refer to 
plans prepared by Pacheco Koch as part of that project for all utility 
adjustments associated with the project.

Project #2 – Complete Student Center Dining Hall Expansion

• Project is currently under construction with an expected completion 
date in Summer 2014.  Infrastructure changes required for this project 
have been addressed by Pacheco Koch as the civil engineer of record 
and are reflected as existing utilities in the attached Exhibits.  Refer to 
plans prepared by Pacheco Koch as part of that project for all utility 
adjustments associated with the project.

Project #3 – Construct General Academic Building “A”

• Install water and sanitary sewer service connections to existing City 
mains in Stonewall Street.

• Since existing storm sewer is not present near the project site, it may 
be necessary to install storm sewer for new academic building per the 
storm sewer improvements listed above.

• As a potential alternative to the storm sewer improvement project, 
stormwater flows may be routed via overland flow to existing streets.  
This option must be further evaluated by the project design team 
at the time of construction.

Project #4 – Construct First Phase of New Central Plant

• Install water and sanitary sewer service connections to existing City 
mains in Campbell and Cooper Street.

• Based on information available at the time of this report, existing gas 
mains are not located adjacent to the project site.  If gas services are 
required, an offsite gas main will be required to serve the development.

• Since existing storm sewer is not present near the project site, it may 
be necessary to install storm sewer for the new central plant per the 
storm sewer improvements listed above.
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• As a potential alternative to the storm sewer improvement project, 
stormwater flows may be routed via overland flow to existing streets.  
This option must be further evaluated by the project design team 
at the time of construction.

Project #5 – Demolition of Existing Journalism Building

• Remove existing water line within Journalism Building footprint.

• Reconnect water service to Heritage Hall to 8” main in Stonewall Drive.

• Cap existing sanitary sewer service for future connection to the new 
library building (Refer to Project #6).

• Cap existing gas services at a point 5’ from the building face.

Project #6 – Construction of a New Library Building

A new library building is planned to be constructed on the site of the 
former Journalism Building (Refer to Exhibit B).

• Existing wastewater service is available adjacent to the project site 
north of Heritage Hall.  It is anticipated new services can be provided 
from this line or from the main in Stonewall Street. 

• Relocate existing water beneath Journalism building around new 
building footprint.

• Install a new water service line to new library.

• Relocate existing gas line to the south of the existing Journalism 
Building around new library site.

• The gas line to the south of the Heritage Hall Building contains a 
main gas meter that must remain connected.

• Since existing storm sewer is not present near the project site, it may 
be necessary to install storm sewer for new library building per the 
storm sewer improvements listed above.

• As a potential alternative to the storm sewer improvement project, 
stormwater flows may be routed via overland flow to existing streets.  
This option must be further evaluated by the project design team 
at the time of construction.

Project #7 – Renovate Gee Library into a Learning Center

• Depending on renovations, Pacheco Koch recommends the relocation 
of the existing 6” sanitary sewer line beneath Gee Library outside the 
building footprint to provide easier maintenance in the future.

• Confirm the existing chilled water main does not run beneath the 
building footprint.  Relocate as necessary.

Project #8 – Expand Parking @ Bois D’Arc/Walnut

• Cap all private utilities at the right-of-way prior to demolition of exist-
ing residential developments.
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Project #9 – Renovate Hall of Languages

• Utilize existing service connections.

• No foreseeable infrastructure improvements required.

Project #10 – Construct the Third Student Housing Complex

• Cap existing water, sanitary sewer and gas connections to Leberman 
Hall at a point 5’ off the building face.  Remove existing services beneath 
proposed building footprint.

• Demolish Leberman Hall.

• Extend water service connection from existing 8” water line to the 
west of the project area.

• Connect to existing sewer services to east and west of the project area.

• Existing sewer connection to west may be removed as a portion of 
Project #25.  If western service connection is utilized for this project, 
said line will require future rerouting to avoid future developments.

• Reuse existing gas service connection for new Student Housing 
Complex.

• Since existing storm sewer is not present near the project site, it may 
be necessary to install storm sewer for new Student Housing Complex 
per the storm sewer improvements listed above.

• As a potential alternative to the storm sewer improvement project, 
stormwater flows may be routed via overland flow to existing streets.  
This option must be further evaluated by the project design team 
at the time of construction.
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Phase 2 Improvements (2018 – 2022)

Campus improvements planned for the second build out phase in-
cludes the demolition of the football locker room, the fieldhouse and 
Whitley Gym, the art sculpture lab, the art building and the Wathena 
Temple Building; the construction of an arena/special events center 
and welcome center, an arts building, a nursing building, the main 
entrance loop road and campanile, the science building addition 
and the fourth student housing complex; expansion of the parking 
on Lee Street; creation of the first part of the “Great Lawn”; improve-
ments to the existing Farm Building; and renovations to Henderson 
and Binnion Halls.  Existing utilities with respect to the second build 
out state are shown on Exhibit C.  Specific utility improvements as-
sociated with the above projects are listed below:

Project #11 – Construct the Arena/Special Events Center &
 Welcome Center

• Reroute existing 2” gas line (Refer to Exhibit C) around proposed 
building footprint.

• Reroute existing water line around proposed building footprint.

• Water service can be removed following demolition of the exist-
ing football locker room (See Project #9).

• Reroute existing 60” storm sewer around the south end of the pro-
posed facility.

• Install water and sewer service connections to existing City services 
in Neal Street .

• Existing water and sewer service connections may be utilized 
if the project design team determines they are large enough to 
handle the proposed development.

• Chilled water services can be installed from existing services east 
of Neal Street that currently serve the Fieldhouse (Refer to Exhibit C).  
The Fieldhouse is planned to be demolished as a portion of Project 
#13.  The project design team shall confirm chilled water services 
provide adequate capacity prior to construction.

• Existing storm sewer is available adjacent to the project site.  The 
existing 60” storm sewer shown to run beneath the proposed build-
ing footprint will require relocation.  At that time, the project design 
team shall confirm available capacity in existing storm sewer and 
make upgrades as appropriate within the project site limits to convey 
future upstream flows.

• If the existing storm sewer is undersized, a large scale improve-
ment project may be necessary to upgrade the existing storm 
lines to convey the proposed design flows.  
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Project #12 – Demolish Football Locker Room

• Cap water, sewer and gas services at street.

• Water service can be removed to Neal Street if Project #11 and 
Project #12 are constructed concurrently.

Project #13 & Project #14 – Demolish Fieldhouse and Whitley 
Gym & Expand Parking on Lee Street

• Cap water and sewer services at the street.  Remove water and 
sewer services upstream of the cap.

• Fire hydrant at the southeast corner of the project area shall remain 
in place.

• Existing gas line shall be capped on the east side of a tee at the 
northwest corner of the project area (Refer to Exhibit C).  The gas line 
running north/south within the project limits shall remain in place.

• Existing storm sewer at the northwest corner of the project site may 
be utilized to direct proposed drainage to the underground system in 
lieu of overland flow.

• Although the downstream storm sewer system should be up-
graded, if necessary, during the construction of the new arena/
special events center (Project #11), if the existing storm sewer 
is undersized, a large scale improvement project may be neces-
sary to upgrade the existing storm lines to convey the proposed 
design flows.  

• As a potential alternative to the storm sewer improvement pro-
ject, stormwater flows may be routed via overland flow to exist-
ing streets.  This option must be further evaluated by the project 
design team at the time of construction.

Project #15 – Construct the Visual Arts & Communication Building

• Reuse existing water, sewer and gas services for new Arts Building.

• Existing water, chilled water and storm sewer along the western 
portion of the project area should be rerouted if within the proposed 
building footprint.

• Existing storm sewer is available adjacent to the project site.  Design 
team shall confirm available capacity in existing storm sewer prior to 
construction.

• If the existing storm sewer is undersized, a large scale improve-
ment project may be necessary to upgrade the existing storm 
lines to convey the proposed design flows.  
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Project #16 – Demolish Art Building, Art Sculpture Lab & 
Wathena Temple Building

• Cap water, sewer and gas services to existing facilities.  

• Rerouting of existing services is not required since these project 
areas will remain as open space at Final Build Out.

Project #17 – Construct the Nursing Building

• Extend water service connection from existing City service in Morris 
Drive.

• Extend sanitary sewer service connection from existing service 
immediately to the south of the proposed development (Refer to 
Exhibit C).

• Extend existing gas service connection from existing gas line to the 
north of the Science Building/Planetarium. 

• Reroute existing storm at the northwest corner of the project site to 
remain outside the proposed building footprint.

• Extend storm sewer connection to existing storm sewer along the 
west side of the project site.

• If the existing storm sewer is undersized, a storm sewer improve-
ment project may be necessary to upgrade the existing storm 
lines to convey the proposed design flows.  

• As an alternative to the storm sewer connection, storm sewer flows 
may also be routed to Gee Lake via overland flow or a new storm 
sewer system for the project site.  This option must be further evalu-
ated by the project design team at the time of construction.

Project #18 – Demolish the Existing Nursing Building

• Cap all utilities at the street and remove utilities.

Project #19 – Construct the Main Entrance Loop “The Oval”

• Existing utilities to remain in place beneath proposed entrance loop.

• No foreseeable infrastructure improvements are necessary.  How-
ever, if site design features create conflicts with existing utilities, the 
project design team will be required to either plan around or relocate 
the affected utilities.
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Project #20 – Construct the Science Building Addition

• Utilize interior connections from existing Science Building/Plan-
etarium if possible.

• If interior connections are not plausible, exterior storm, gas, water, 
and sanitary sewer connections are available to the south, south, 
west and west respectively (Refer to Exhibit C).

Project #21 – Create First Part of the “Great Lawn”

• Existing utilities to remain in place beneath proposed “Great Lawn”.

• No foreseeable infrastructure improvements are necessary.

Project #22 – Construct the Campanile

• Reroute existing chilled water mains around the proposed Campa-
nile footprint.

Project #23 – Morris Recreation Center Additions
• Utilize interior connections from existing Recreation Center, if pos-
sible.

• If interior connections are not plausible, exterior gas, water, and 
sanitary sewer connections are available to the east and north (Refer 
to Exhibit D).

• Since existing storm sewer is not present near the project site, it 
may be necessary to install storm sewer for the new recreation center 
expansion per the storm sewer improvements listed above.

• As a potential alternative to the storm sewer improvement pro-
ject, stormwater flows may be routed via overland flow to exist-
ing streets.  This option must be further evaluated by the project 
design team at the time of construction.

• Storm sewer discharges may also be routed to TX-50 via over-
land flow or a new storm sewer system serving the project site.  
This option must be further evaluated by the project design team 
at the time of construction.

Project #24 – Renovate Henderson Hall & Binnion Hall

• Utilize existing service connections.

• No foreseeable infrastructure improvements required.
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Project #25 – Construct the Fourth Housing Complex

• Demolish existing tennis courts, Fling Hall, Webster Hall, Wray Hall, 
Craddock Hall, Neu Hall, and Bledsoe Hall.

• Cap existing water and sewer services at the street.

• Cap existing sewer service beneath the southern portion of the pro-
posed building at a point 5’ from the western face (Refer to Exhibit D).  
Remove portion of sanitary sewer service to east.

• Sewer service referenced above may have been utilized for 
Project #10.  If this is the case, reroute the existing sewer service 
around the proposed building footprint.

• Existing water and gas service connections available to north and 
east of the project site, respectively.

• Since existing storm sewer is not present near the project site, it 
may be necessary to install storm sewer for the new student housing 
complex per the storm sewer improvements listed above.

• As a potential alternative to the storm sewer improvement pro-
ject, stormwater flows may be routed via overland flow to exist-
ing streets.  This option must be further evaluated by the project 
design team at the time of construction.

• Storm sewer discharges may also be routed to TX-50 via over-
land flow or a new storm sewer system serving the project site.  
This option must be further evaluated by the project design team 
at the time of construction.

Project #26 – Farm Building Improvements

• Utilize existing service connections.

• No foreseeable infrastructure improvements are necessary.
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Phase 3 Improvements (2023 – 2027)

Campus improvements planned for the third build out phase in-
cludes the demolition of the football stadium’s west side, Berry Hall, 
and Smith Hall; the construction of a new west side of the football 
stadium and a one stop building adjacent to the existing Student 
Center; and the renovation of the McDowell Building, the Ferguson 
Building, the existing one stop building, and Halladay Hall.  Existing 
utilities with respect to the third build out state are shown on Exhibit 
D.  Specific utility improvements associated with the above projects 
are listed below:

Project #27 – Demolish and Rebuild New Stadium West Side/
Health & Human Performance

• Utilize existing water, sewer and gas service connections.

• Stormwater discharges can be routed to the existing storm system 
located beneath the football field and to the south of the stadium 
complex.  The project design team shall confirm available capacity in 
existing storm sewer prior to construction.

• If the existing storm sewer is undersized, a large scale improve-
ment project may be necessary to upgrade the existing storm 
lines to convey the proposed design flows.  

• Storm sewer discharges may also be routed to TX-50 via over-
land flow or a new storm sewer system serving the project site.  
This option must be further evaluated by the project design team 
at the time of construction.

Project #28 – Construct the New One Stop with Meeting Space

• Existing water, sewer and gas services are available in the streets 
adjacent to the project site.

• Reroute or remove existing water, sewer and chilled water services 
located beneath the proposed building footprint in Bryan Street 
(Refer to Exhibit D).  

• Existing storm sewer in the area is not sized to handle proposed 
flows from the project site.  Therefore, it may be necessary to install 
storm sewer for the new one stop building per the storm sewer im-
provements listed above.

• As a potential alternative to the storm sewer improvement pro-
ject, stormwater flows may be routed via overland flow to exist-
ing streets.  This option must be further evaluated by the project 
design team at the time of construction.
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Project #29 – Renovate McDowell and Ferguson Buildings

• Utilize existing service connections.

• Reroute existing water main located beneath the existing building 
outside the proposed building limits.

• No additional foreseeable infrastructure improvements required.

Project #30 – Renovate Existing One Stop to Police, Printing, Post 
Office and Storage

• Utilize existing service connections.

• No foreseeable infrastructure improvements required.

Project #31 – Renovate Halladay Hall

• Utilize existing service connections.

• No foreseeable infrastructure improvements required.

Project #32– Demolish Berry & Smith Halls/Construct New 
Parking Lot

• Cap all utilities at the street and remove utilities.



TAMU-COMMERCE
MASTER PLAN

N.T.S.
VICINITY MAP
I

0 400200
Feet

1 inch = 400 feet

°

MAP 1 OF 1May 14, 2013

2027 BUILD OUT

TX
 R

EG
. E

NG
IN

EE
RI

NG
 FI

RM
 F-

46
9  

    
    

   T
X 

RE
G.

 S
UR

VE
YIN

G 
FIR

M 
LS

-10
00

80
-00

KEY TO FEATURES

CHILLED WATER

GAS

SANITARY SEWER

STORM SEWER

WATER

DATUM
NAD 1983 Texas State Plane 
North Central Zone FIPS 4202 

Pa
th:

 M
:\D

WG
-21

\21
62

-12
.31

3\D
es

ign
\G

IS
\M

ap
s\P

rin
ted

\20
22

 BU
ILD

 O
UT

.m
xd

EXHIBIT "D"



 Campus Master Plan
 Texas A&M University-Commerce
 Page 8.15

Campus Infrastructure

Phase 4 Improvements (2028 – 2032)

Campus improvements planned for the fourth build out phase 
includes the demolition of the existing Eng. and Tech Building; the 
construction of the alumni/conference center, Greek row housing, 
a general academic building, a new lobby for the Performing Arts 
Center, a new Eng. and Tech Building, and the fifth Student Hous-
ing Complex; the renovation of the Heritage House & Garden; and 
improvements to the Mayo Memorial.  Existing utilities with respect 
to the fourth build out state are shown on Exhibit E.  Specific utility 
improvements associated with the above projects are listed below:

Project #33 – Construct the Alumni Center/Conference Center

• Cap all utility services to existing residential lots at the surrounding 
streets and remove all underground utilities that will not be utilized 
with the proposed design.  Based on information received from 
the City of Commerce and Texas A&M Commerce, Pacheco Koch is 
unable to confirm the locations of the utility services to the existing 
residential lots.

• Demolish existing residential structures and appurtenances.

• Utilize existing water, sewer and gas service connections if possible.

• If the reuse of the existing utility connections is not plausible, exist-
ing water, sewer and gas connections are available in Cooper Street 
(Refer to Exhibit E).

• If undergone at the same time, the southern half of the project 
area and the entirety Project #34 may be served by the installation 
of a single sanitary sewer line extending from Jackson Street.

• Since existing storm sewer is not present near the project site, it 
may be necessary to install storm sewer for the new alumni center 
per the storm sewer improvements listed above.

• As a potential alternative to the storm sewer improvement pro-
ject, stormwater flows may be routed via overland flow to exist-
ing streets.  This option must be further evaluated by the project 
design team at the time of construction.

Project #34 – Construct Greek Row Housing

• Cap all utility services to existing residential lots at the surrounding 
streets and remove all underground utilities that will not be utilized 
with the proposed design.  Based on information received from 
the City of Commerce and Texas A&M Commerce, Pacheco Koch is 
unable to confirm the locations of the utility services to the existing 
residential lots.
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• Demolish existing residential structures and appurtenances.

• Utilize existing water, sewer and gas service connections if possible.

• If the reuse of the existing utility connections is not plausible, exist-
ing gas services are available in Neal Street and sewer services are 
available in Jackson Street (Refer to Exhibit E).  Water services are 
available across Neal Street or may be installed to the project site 
from Cooper Street or Bois D Arc Street if existing services cannot be 
reused.

• If undergone at the same time, the entirety of the project area 
and the southern half of Project #33 may be served by the installa-
tion of a single sanitary sewer line extending from Jackson Street.

• Since existing storm sewer is not present near the project site, it 
may be necessary to install storm sewer for the new Greek housing 
per the storm sewer improvements listed above.

• As a potential alternative to the storm sewer improvement pro-
ject, stormwater flows may be routed via overland flow to exist-
ing streets.  This option must be further evaluated by the project 
design team at the time of construction.

Project #35 – Construct General Academic Building “B”

• Demolish Sorority and Women’s Hall and adjacent parking/street 
areas as required.

• Reroute existing chilled water main outside proposed building 
footprint.

• Install sewer service connection to existing City sewer in Lee Street.

• Install water service connection to existing water line south of the 
proposed building.  Reroute existing water line if it is located beneath 
the proposed building footprint.

• Install gas service connection to the existing gas line to the south-
east of the project site.

• Since existing storm sewer is not present near the project site, it 
may be necessary to install storm sewer for the new academic build-
ing per the storm sewer improvements listed above.

• As a potential alternative to the storm sewer improvement project, 
stormwater flows may be routed via overland flow to existing streets.  
This option must be further evaluated by the project design team at 
the time of construction.
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Campus Infrastructure

Project #36 – Construct the New Lobby/Renovate Performing 
Arts Center

• Relocate existing water and sewer services outside of proposed 
building footprint (Refer to Exhibit E).

• Utilize interior connections to the existing Performing Arts Center if 
possible.

• If interior connections are not plausible, install water, sewer and gas 
service connections to existing lines located to the east of the project 
site.  Connect to existing storm sewer system to the northwest of the 
existing Performing Arts Building or install a new storm sewer system 
to discharge into Gee Lake. 

• As a potential alternative to the storm sewer installation, storm-
water flows may be routed via overland flow to Gee Lake.  This 
option must be further evaluated by the project design team at 
the time of construction.

Project #37– Construct New Eng. & Tech Building/Demolish Exist-
ing Building

• Relocate existing wastewater main outside of proposed building 
footprint (Refer to Exhibit E). 

• Install water service connection to existing water line west of the 
proposed building.  Reroute existing water line if it is located beneath 
the proposed building footprint.

• Install gas service connection to the existing gas line to the west of 
the project site. 

• Since existing storm sewer is not present near the project site, it 
may be necessary to install storm sewer for the new Eng. & Tech 
Building per the storm sewer improvements listed above.

• As a potential alternative to the storm sewer improvement pro-
ject, stormwater flows may be routed via overland flow to exist-
ing streets.  This option must be further evaluated by the project 
design team at the time of construction.

• For the existing building demolition, cap existing utility services at a 
point 5’ outside the existing building footprint.  Services can remain 
in place beneath the proposed “Great Lawn”

Project #38 – Renovate the Heritage House & Garden/Complete 
the “Great Lawn” & East Circle Drive

• Utilize existing service connections.
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Campus Infrastructure

• No foreseeable infrastructure improvements required.

Project #39 – Mayo Memorial Improvements

• Utilize existing service connections, if needed.

• No foreseeable infrastructure improvements required.

Project #40 – Complete the Fifth Student Housing Complex with 
Dining Hall & Intramural Field

• Demolish existing residence halls.

• Remove and cap all existing utilities at the street.

• Relocate existing gas lines beneath building footprint if necessary 
to maintain gas loop.

• Install water service connection to existing water line to the west or 
south of the project area.

• Install sewer service connection to the existing City services in Neal 
Street or Walnut Street.

• Connect to the existing storm sewer system to the north in Morris 
Street.  If the existing storm sewer system is undersized, it may be 
necessary to install storm sewer for the new student housing com-
plex per the storm sewer improvements listed above or upgrade the 
existing storm sewer system to handle the proposed flows.

• If the existing storm sewer is undersized, a large scale improve-
ment project may be necessary to upgrade the existing storm 
lines to convey the proposed design flows.  

• As a potential alternative to the storm sewer improvement pro-
ject, stormwater flows may be routed via overland flow to exist-
ing streets.  This option must be further evaluated by the project 
design team at the time of construction.
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Conclusion
In general, water, sanitary sewer and gas services are available across 
the existing campus and will require little large scale improvement as 
the campus proceeds through the 2032 Master Plan.  However, the 
storm sewer system both in and around the campus is largely defi-
cient.  The potential storm sewer improvement plan was outlined as a 
means to provide a large portion of the campus with adequate storm 
sewer coverage.  This includes the installation of approximately 1450 
LF of storm sewer along University Drive to serve the central portion of 
campus and approximately 1450 LF storm sewer along TX-50 and Wal-
nut Street to serve the southern portion of campus (Refer to Exhibit G).  
Utility relocations and service connections located with each individual 
project proposed in the Master Plan should be covered within each 
project’s individual budget.  However, large scale utility improvements 
and extensions, such as the storm sewer improvements described 
above, should be considered peripheral to each individual project and 
will require additional budgeting and planning by Texas A&M Com-
merce and the City of Commerce.
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WATERSHED TABLE
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Geographical Information Services (GIS)
As part of the Master Plan process, the Master Plan Team was tasked 
with developing a GIS database for the main A&M-Commerce cam-
pus, including the following layers:

• Aerial imagery
• Building footprints
• Streets (centerlines and curb areas)
• Parking areas
• Sidewalks
• Open areas
• Current land use
• Electric infrastructure
• Thermal utility infrastructure
• Water utility infrastructure
• Sanitary sewer utility infrastructure
• Gas utility infrastructure
• Land ownership parcels from City of Commerce or Appraisal District 
   information

Pacheco Koch met with the City of Commerce to obtain any available 
GIS information.  Representatives from Pacheco Koch also met with 
members from A&M-Commerce Facilities & Support Services to review 
the general location and sizes of underground utilities across main 
campus.  This information was combined with approximately 100 acres 
of on-the-ground survey data collected by Pacheco Koch through 
various campus projects since 2005.  The location and sizes of under-
ground utilities and appurtenances shown in the data base are based 
on information provided by the City and University.  The data base 
should be used for general locations and sizes only, as the informa-
tion provided was not verified by an on-the-ground survey and record 
drawings were unavailable.  GIS shape files may be shared between 
the University and City of Commerce to integrate the two databases.

Aerial Imagery – Pacheco Koch recommends using an online service 
for background aerial imagery.  The NCTCOG aerials for the campus 
were last updated in 2007, while the freely available Bing service ap-
pears more recent with 2011 aerials.  Additionally, 1 meter resolution 
images, dated 2011, are publicly available through the Texas Natural 
Resource Information System (www.TNRIS.org) and could be down-
loaded provided space is available on the University’s servers.

Building Footprints – Existing buildings were drawn into the GIS 
database utilizing a combination of the aerial imagery detailed above 
and the on-the-ground survey information previously collected by Pa-
checo Koch.  Additionally, any projects currently under construction for 
which Pacheco Koch possessed the design plans were drawn into the 
database as existing buildings.  Furthermore, the name of the building, 
according to the Campus Map available online, was added as an at-
tribute for each individual structure.  As illustrated in the figure below, 

Campus Infrastructure
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Campus Infrastructure

buildings can be identified to show the attributes of 
each structure.

Attributes provided with this layer include the building name, ad-
dress, and data derivation source.  Additional attributes may be 
added, as determined relevant by the University, such as the number 
of floors, breakout of usable space, architect of record and design 
team, and dates of major renovation projects.

Streets – GIS information detailing existing street limits was delivered 
to Pacheco Koch by the City of Commerce and was included in the 
GIS database.  All streets names were added as an attribute for each 
individual street. 

Parking Areas – Campus parking areas were drawn into the GIS 
database utilizing a combination of the aerial imagery detailed above 
and the on-the-ground survey information previously collected by 
Pacheco Koch.  Parking areas were labeled according to use (e.g. Stu-
dent Parking, Faculty Parking) as defined by the Campus Map avail-
able online.  Within the GIS database, parking areas can be identified 
to display relevant information (depicted below).
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As shown in the figure above, the identified parking area is accessed 
via a Facility, Staff, or SOR permit.

Current Land Use – Pacheco Koch defined the various parcels within 
the Texas A&M Commerce Campus according to its land use (e.g. 
Residential, Office, Open Space).  Each parcel was drawn and defined 
according to the information available, such as the Campus Map, on-
the-ground survey information and aerial photography.  All land uses 
can be displayed or each land use can be isolated to display common 
uses around the campus.

Sanitary Sewer Infrastructure – Pacheco Koch combined informa-
tion gathered from on-the-ground survey previously performed by 
Pacheco Koch, Pacheco Koch campus knowledge and information 
provided by Texas A&M Commerce to define the sanitary sewer utility 
infrastructure within the campus.  Defined attributes include pipe 
diameter, length and structure type.  Pipe sections can be identified 
within the GIS database to display relevant attributes about the pipe 
segment (depicted below).
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As illustrated in the figure above, the identified pipe segment is an 
8” sanitary sewer line approximately 480 linear feet in length.  Ad-
ditional attributes may be added, as determined relevant by the 
University, such as pipe material, depth of line(s), date of installation 
and maintenance.

Storm Sewer Infrastructure - Pacheco Koch combined information 
gathered from on-the-ground survey previously performed by Pa-
checo Koch, Pacheco Koch campus knowledge and information pro-
vided by Texas A&M Commerce to define the storm sewer infrastruc-
ture within the campus.  Defined attributes include pipe diameter, 
length and structure type.  Additional attributes could be added to 
the data base, as determined relevant by the University.

Water Utility Infrastructure – Pacheco Koch combined informa-
tion gathered from on-the-ground survey previously performed by 
Pacheco Koch, Pacheco Koch campus knowledge and information 
provided by Texas A&M Commerce to define the water utility infra-
structure within the campus.  Defined attributes include pipe diam-
eter, length and structure type.  Additional attributes could be added 
to the data base, as determined relevant by the University.

Electric Infrastructure – Pacheco Koch combined information gath-
ered from on-the-ground survey previously performed by Pacheco 
Koch, ONCOR locator maps and information provided by Texas A&M 
Commerce to define the underground and overhead electric infra-
structure within the campus.  Defined attributes include overhead 
line/underground line, structure type, and run length.  Additional 



 Campus Master Plan
 Texas A&M University-Commerce
 Page 8.25

attributes could be added to the data base, as determined relevant 
by the University.

Thermal Utility Infrastructure – Pacheco Koch combined informa-
tion gathered from on-the-ground survey previously performed by 
Pacheco Koch, Purdy-McGuire campus knowledge and information 
provided by Texas A&M Commerce to define the thermal utility in-
frastructure, such as chilled water lines, within the campus.  Defined 
attributes include pipe diameter, length, and material conveyed.  
Additional attributes could be added to the data base, as determined 
relevant by the University.

Gas Utility Infrastructure – Pacheco Koch combined information 
gathered from on-the-ground survey previously performed by Pa-
checo Koch, Pacheco Koch campus knowledge and information pro-
vided by Texas A&M Commerce to define the gas utility infrastructure 
within the campus.  Defined attributes include pipe diameter, length 
and structure type.  Additional attributes could be added to the data 
base, as determined relevant by the University.

Land Ownership Parcels – Pacheco Koch utilized information pro-
vided by the City of Commerce to define the land ownership parcels 
in and around the Texas A&M Commerce campus.  Furthermore, 
defined attributes for each parcel include parcel ownership, parcel 
area and assorted parcel information.

Attributes in the GIS database may be expanded, as determined 
relevant by the University, based on the campus’s needs.  The initial 
data base frame work could be expanded to include, but not limited 
to the following attributes:

• Record drawing information after each construction project
• City vs. University roadways
• Maintenance records on buildings, roads, parking lots, utilities, etc.
• Dates of building and pavement construction 
• Locations of utility appurtenances
• Fire hydrant pressure and flow tests

Online capabilities may be added using location maps to provide 
routing instructions to identify walking paths throughout campus, as 
well as allow for spatial complaint logging and hyperlinking record 
drawings.

The initial framework prepared as part of this process was geared to 
compile existing available information and provide a stepping stone 
on which the University may expand.  As a final deliverable, A&M-
Commerce will receive all GIS data in an ESRI 10.1 Geodatabase, MXD 
documents or an alternative version compatible with the University’s 
system.  Example GIS exhibits are included as exhibits in this Master 
Plan.
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Chilled Water Distribution
The existing cooling sources for the buildings consist of chilled water 
central plants, stand-alone air cooled chillers, and packaged DX 
systems.

The basis of this study is the chilled water central plants and how 
the capacity can be increased to support the new building loads. 
The study does briefly address the request by Mr. Dan Kennedy in a 
recent review meeting to determine the impact if the entire campus 
were converted to chilled water and served by one central plant.

Based on our past central plant experiences, we believe the most 
efficient central plants are modularity in nature with similar chiller 
tonnage and variable primary pumping.  So this will become the road 
map for chiller additions as building loads increase. 

Figure M-1 (Campus Site Plan):

Notes 1 and 2 indicate Central Plant o. 1 (east of Journalism Building) 
and Central Plant no. 2 (in basement of Art Sculpture building). Cen-
tral Plant no 1 contains a 13 year old 725 ton and a 2 year old 1000 
ton chiller. Central Plant no 2 contains a 13 year old 925 ton chiller. All 
three chillers are in good condition and have significant life remain-
ing (normal chiller lifespan is approximately 25 to 30 years).

The blue lines represent the underground chilled water supply and 
return piping (single pipe shown for clarity only) extended from the 
two central plants to the buildings served (denoted in red).

The building not in red are served either by their own stand-alone air 
cooled chillers or self-contained DX units. As noted the primary study 
does not include adding them to the existing loop.

Figure M-2 (2013):

Based on conversation with Facilities Staff, the existing peak chilled 
water load is currently 1700 tons. So the buildings can be served by 2 
of the 3 chillers. We agree with the Facility Team’s concept of hav-
ing a fully redundant chiller and that is our proposed strategy going 
forward.  

The location of Central Plant no 1 is problematic since it shares a com-
mon wall with the Journalism Building which is being demolished in 
Phase 1 and replaced with a new General Academic A building.

Campus Infrastructure
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Figure M-3 (2017):

To solve the problem associated with existing Central Plant no 1 loca-
tion, we propose a new central plant building (new Central Plant no. 
1) be constructed in the southern sector of the campus prior to the 
demolition of the Journalism Building. 

The building shall be sized to support multiple chiller modules for 
build-out through 2032. This new location will require new chilled 
water mains be extended from the new central plant to the existing 
loop. Then the two existing chillers from Central Plant no. 1 can be re-
located.  The chiller relocation can be phased during winter so Central 
Plant no. 2 chiller can support the building loads. 

The relocation of the 2 chillers will require new cooling towers and 
pumps since their life span is less than the chillers. 

The net add to the loop is approximately 246,000 sf as three buildings 
are added and one is demolished.  This net increase will add approxi-
mately 500 tons to the central plant load so to maintain one chiller 
module of redundancy, a new 1000 ton chiller, pumps, and cooling 
tower will be added to the new Central Plant no. 1.

Figure M-4 (2022):

Prior to the demolition of the Art Sculpture Building (which houses 
Central Plant no 2)  the existing 925 ton chiller will be moved from 
Central Plant no. 2 to the Central Plant constructed in Figure M-3.

The net add to the chilled water loop is approximately 85,000 sf as 
two building are added and four are removed. 

This net increase will add approximately 300 tons to the central plant 
load. With the relocation of the 925 ton chiller, no new chillers will 
need to be added for this phase. 

This net add however does reach the limit for the 10” underground 
chilled water loop. Expansion in the next phase is required.

The Nursing Building and Science Wing will be served by expanding 
the air cooled chiller system serving the Science Building so it’s ad-
ditional load is not added to the campus chilled water loop. 

Figure M-5 (2027):

This time frame requires significant capital investment in the chilled 
water infrastructure. As noted above the chilled water loop has 
reached it’s maximum capacity so as loads are added during this 
phase, the mains will need to be upgraded in size. 

Based on building square footage added, the cooling loads will in-
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crease to 2700 tons. So this will require an additional 1000 ton chiller 
for load.

In addition, the 725 ton and 900 ton chillers will have reached the end 
of their useful life (27 years), so they shall be replaced with two new 
1000 ton chillers. 

Therefore during this phase, three new 1000 ton chillers (and associ-
ated pumps and cooling towers) will need to be provided as well as 
upgrades to the chilled water loop.

Figure M-6 (2032):

The net adds of 117,000 sf will increase the campus loop load to 3,000 
tons, but the additions in 2027 will support this increase with no ad-
ditional equipment or piping impact. 

The central plant consisting of four 1000 ton chillers meets the objec-
tive of the original concept of modular tonnage chillers and one 
redundant module. 

Commentary on Entire Campus Chilled Water System:

Per Mr. Dan Kennedy’s request, we have analyzed the impact of a 
single central plant to support the entire campus serving chilled water 
to all buildings.

The majority of the buildings not served by the chilled water loop are 
in the western and southwestern areas of the campus (Performing Art 
Center, Science Building,  Student Housing, and Recreation Center).

Based on total campus building square footage in 2032, the additional 
cooling load to serve buildings not served by campus chilled water 
loop will be an additional 1500 tons.  This would create a total load 
of 4500 tons (3000 tons noted in Fig M-6 plus 1500 tons). So this will 
require the New Central Plant no. 1 located on south side of campus 
be built for six 1000 ton chillers (one chiller module being redundant). 
New underground chilled water piping will be extended to the west 
to serve a new loop to support these buildings. The size will be in the 
12” to 14” range.
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Existing Campus Chilled Water Distribution 

1 

1 Central Plant No. 1
East of Journalism Building
(1000 ton + 725 ton)

Central Plant No. 2
In Basement
(925 ton)

Building shown in 
Red are served from
Chilled Water Loop

2 

Purdy-McGuire 

2 

Figure M-1  
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Existing Campus Chilled Water Distribution 

2013 
960,000 SF Served by Chilled Water Loop 
Peak Tonage:  1,700 tons 
Total Installed Tonnage: 2675 tons Purdy-McGuire 

Figure M-2  

New Campus Chilled Water Distribution 

2017  
Net Add to Loop:     246,000 SF 
New Dining Hall Expansion:           32,000 SF 
New Library:                                 157,000 SF 
New Gen Academic ‘A':            100,000 SF 
Deduct Journalism:    (43,000) SF 
 

Purdy-McGuire 

Figure M-3  

New Central Plant 
Building on South 
Side of Campus 
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New Campus Chilled Water Distribution 

2022 
Net Adds to Loop:     85,000 SF 
New Arena:     160,000 SF 
New Arts Building:    125,000 SF 
Deduct Art Sculpture Building (57,125 SF) 
Deduct Field House:   (89,300 SF) 
Deduct Whitley Gym:   (29,800 SF) 
Deduct Wathena Temple:   (23,000 SF) 
(Nursing Building and Science Wing would be on Science chillers)  
 
 

Purdy-McGuire 

Figure M-4 

New Campus Chilled Water Distribution 

2027 
Net Adds to Loop:    75,000 SF 
New One Stop/Mtg/Cinema:   75,000 SF 
(New Stadium West Side would not be connected) 
(New Rec Center exp would be served from Rec chillers) 
 Purdy-McGuire 

Figure M-5 

Campus Infrastructure



 Campus Master Plan
 Texas A&M University-Commerce
 Page 8.33

New Campus Chilled Water Distribution 

2032 
Net Adds to Loop:      117,000 SF 
General Academic Building 'B':     100,000 SF 
Alumni Center:        17,000 SF 

Purdy-McGuire 

Figure M-6 

New Campus Chilled Water Distribution 

From Figure M-1, Buildings 
shown in Red are served 
from Chilled Water Loop

Bold green line represents 
new chilled water piping 
distribution from New 
Central Plant to current 
campus Chilled Water Loop 
(shown with thin blue line)

Purdy-McGuire 

Figure M-7  

New Central Plant 
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Voice Data and Infrastructure
The technology infrastructure part of the campus master plan 
focuses on the voice and data infrastructure, CATV distribution, and 
security infrastructure on campus. An analysis has been conducted 
to evaluate the existing technology infrastructure conditions, current 
capabilities and deficiencies, and enhancements necessary to sup-
port the overall campus master plan.

Existing Technology Infrastructure 

The technology systems supported by the existing technology infra-
structure at TAMU Commerce campus includes the following main 
sub systems: voice, data network, security, and CATV. 

• Data 

Campus Information technology department provide network 
services to all departments with core network switches based on HP 
5400 platform. The central switching facility is located in the campus 
MDF in the Ferguson Social Sciences Building. The data services are 
routed through two core routers with gigabit uplinks and distributed 
throughout the campus via singlemode optical fiber cables utiliz-
ing underground ductbank to other buildings. Inside each building, 
data services are distributed via 62.5/125um multimode optical fiber 
cables and Cat5 and/or Cat6 horizontal cables to each data terminal 
devices (computers, printers, etc.).

• Voice 

The current voice (phone) system utilizes hybrid phone switches (Al-
catel Lucent Omnipcx), and the central switching facility for voice is 
located in the Ferguson Social Sciences Building. The analog portion 
of the voice services are distributed throughout the campus via cop-
per backbone (Cat3 multipair voice) cables in underground ductbank 
to other buildings. Building Entrance Terminals (BET) are provided 
at each end of the OSP cables. Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) 
services are distributed via the data network. Inside the buildings, 
voice services are distributed through copper and fiber riser cables 
between MDF and IDFs and Cat5 and/or Cat6 horizontal cables to 
each voice terminal devices (fax, phones, etc.).

• Security

The campus security system includes access control, intrusion detec-
tion and duress alarm, and video surveillance. Access control and 
video surveillance systems are IP based and distributed via data net-
work and monitored by campus police department. Alarm systems 
are configured to use standard POTS (analogy) lines to be connected 
to the monitoring facility.
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• CATV 

The current CATV headend is located in the New Pride Apartments. 
CATV services are provided via satellite dish and is distributed to 
other campus buildings via multimode (62.5/125um) optical cables 
utilizing underground ductbank, and use coax cables for distribution 
inside each building. 

• Data Center and Campus MDF

The main computer equipment room is located inside the McDowell 
Administrative Building with a raised floor, emergency generator 
power and redundant cooling system, serves as the Data Center of 
this campus. The computer and voice equipment room in Ferguson 
Social Sciences Building services as the central switching facility 
(MDF) and communication service entrance room for both voice and 
data. Emergency generator power and redundant cooling system are 
provided for this room. A raised floor environment is not utilized in 
the MDF. 

• Communications from Main Campus to Satellite Campuses and 
Outside World

NETNET and TTVN are the two telephone and high speed internet 
services providers for this campus. The incoming service cables enter 
from two locations off-campus and route in the same underground 
communications ductbank path to MDF room in the Ferguson Social 
Sciences Building. There are five (5) satellite campuses connected to 
the Commerce main campus through Multiprotocol Label Switching 
(MPLS) links.

• Concerns and Deficiencies

Based on interviews with TAMU Commerce ITrepresentatives, the fol-
lowing is a list of concerns on the current technology infrastructure 
and future expansion of the campus:

1. Security of the incoming services: Two incoming services fol-
low the same path to campus MDF, and existing communications 
handholes along the path are shallow and don’t have lockable cover. 
If there is vandalization or accident (fire, etc.) at any point along this 
path, the campus communications (voice, data, etc.) services will be 
impacted.

2. Potential impact from the future expansion:  According to the Mas-
ter Plan initiatives, some portions of the existing communications 
ductbanks are under areas of future expansion and renovation. There 
is one handhole located at the elevated lawn area, which is expected 
to be part of the Grand Lawn. 
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3. Redundancy: TAMU IT is considering providing redundancy to the 
current computer and phone equipment. Some redundant equip-
ment is already provided in the Data Center in the Admin building 
and campus MDF in the Ferguson Building. But not all equipment has 
redundant components at another location, and there is no redun-
dant central switching in the Data Center to mirror the switching 
facility in the campus MDF room.

4. Congested Communications Pathway: some section of the un-
derground ductbank has very limited space for future growth and 
expansion.

Technology Infrastructure Master Plan 

The following goals are considered desirable by the TAMU Commerce 
IT and are put forward for campus planners to consider:

1. Provide a reliable, scalable, resilient, secure and flexible technology 
infrastructure. 

2. Be a next-generation solution and have the ability to be expand-
able and handle new types of services and features.

3. Accommodate new users in an easy, affordable manner. 

4. Be a scalable centrally distributed solution.

5. Incorporate redundant routing, back-up systems and preventative 
methodologies in the design of the campus infrastructure.

6. Minimize the effects of integration of the new facilities. 

7. Evaluate and understand the impact of the construction on exist-
ing facilities. 

• Communications Pathway

When extending this network into the areas on campus planned for 
expansion many factors need to be considered. Some of the issues 
that must be considered are:

1. Capacity for current and future operations. 

2. The routing of the systems along right of way.

3. Locations of the maintenance points, survivability, security, conduit 
identification, and as-built records.  

4. Redundancy should be considered for incoming services, redun-
dant central switching, and for mission critical buildings on campus.  
Additionally, the pathways should be designed using current best 
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practices by not having more than 180˚ of bends between pulling 
points and not having any outside runs longer than 500 feet without 
a pulling point.  This practice will assure that the system of conduits 
may be re-used for future media types.  Plugging unused conduits 
and filling the voids in the other conduits are important maintenance 
practices.  A system of labels based on ANSI/TIA–606A identifying 
what each conduit is allocated for along with the “to” and “from” 
information are extremely beneficial for disaster recovery operations 
and to facilitate ongoing maintenance. A commitment to the impor-
tance of correctly designing and maintaining a system of campus 
backbone pathways, and communicating to decision makers how 
this type of technology infrastructure adds to the value and security 
of a viable infrastructure is a must. 

• Communications Cabling Media

Attempting to predict what types of media will be available years 
into the future is difficult if not impossible.  Because of this, the best 
way to prepare for future requirements is to design a system of path-
ways that can be re-used many times over, and to establish a process 
for keeping record drawings up to date.  The expense of setting up a 
system of pathways that can be evacuated and repopulated with the 
current techology will be easily recovered in future savings by not 
having to pay to disrupt hardened surfaces and established land-
scaping for the purpose of placing new conduits. It is recommended 
that a budget for updating the permanent records for existing 
conduit be added as a requirement, as well as the completed as-built 
drawings for all expansion areas.  

The type of backbone media placed into the conduit network will af-
fect the types of services that can be distributed. It is recommended 
that at a minimum, the following combination of backbone cables be 
provided from the campus MDF to each building:

1. Singlemode (SM) fiber (minimum of 24-strand), and

2. OM3 Multi-Mode (MM) fiber (minimum of 24-strand), and 

3. Multi-pair copper cables(minimum of 100-pair).   

• Telecommunications Room (MDF and IDF) Requirements

For cabling distribution inside a building, we recommend that:

1. Telecommunication rooms be located close to center of the floor 
and on the floor plan such that no one cable run to any work area will 
exceed a cable distance of 295 feet.  Due to the extreme sensitivity 
of the newer high-speed copper UTP cables (Category 6) and the real 
life limitations of installing the cabling at a “safe” distance from power 
cabling and conduits. 
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2. In a multi-story building it is recommended that there be a mini-
mum of one room per floor and that the rooms from the other floors 
in the building be stacked with at least three of the walls stacked. 

3. A system of pathways leading from the MDF/IDF to the individual 
work areas should be carefully designed.  As with the campus back-
bone conduit network, a system of pathways should be designed 
that has been sized for future capacities, is accessible, and is resilient.  
If multiple services are to be distributed using a single pathway, it is 
recommended that a means of segregating the services be em-
ployed.  Each pathway would be labeled with the name of the MDF/
IDF room of origin.  To facilitate the re-use of the horizontal pathways, 
an effort to remove all abandoned cables should be considered. 
Code may also require all abandoned cables be removed.   

4. In the existing campus MDF, there is no dedicated service entrance 
room for service providers. We recommend that demarcation room 
be provided at the campus MDF.

• Bandwidth Requirements

Technology in general and the Internet specifically, has become an 
integral part of the educational experience. The TAMU Commerce 
campus IT infrastructure gives students access to the wealth of infor-
mation only available on the Internet. As students and staff utilize the 
Internet more intensively, demand for access will grow. For example, 
individual password controlled e-mail accounts and the use of these 
accounts to communicate with faculty for the purpose of submitting 
course work, places greater demands on connections to the data 
network and the Internet.  These factors should be taken into consid-
eration when planning current and future technology infrastructure 
requirements. That is, both instructional technologies and support 
technologies require an infrastructure that not only meets the cur-
rent needs but also allows for growth and reconfiguration as needs 
and emphasis change.

One study has found that the bandwidth requirements of users have 
been doubling every 3 to 4 years.  This is due to the fact that users 
are, in general, sending larger files within their own systems, and 
also external to their systems. Users are also sending more of their 
traffic outside the campus system than previous years.  The old rule 
was that 20% of network traffic moved across the backbone and 80% 
of network traffic was local.  This rule has done a 180-degree turn: 
today 80% of network traffic moves across the backbone or into the 
internet and only 20% of network traffic is local. This is due to the col-
laborative nature of education and increased use of cloud computing 
and storage.  It is clear that the more traffic that is sent externally to 
the system, the greater the bandwidth capacity needs to be for the 
backbone cabling. The external traffic is typically emails with attach-
ments. In past years a simple email text message was the predomi-
nant communication. Now, email text and one or more attachments  
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make up a larger percentage of the regular traffic.  

It is recommended that:

1. An assessment of the different campus departments’ inter and 
intra-campus connections be conducted in the near future. This 
could be accomplished automatically from a network operations 
center that can monitor network utilization. 

2. Once the bandwidth analysis is completed and network utilization 
is known, equipment may be upgraded that can allocate idle band-
width to the services that have a greater demand.  This will provide 
enhanced services and more efficient use of resources

• Network Redundancy
Information technology requires careful attention to redundancy 
in all areas to avoid costly outages and information loss.  Security 
requirements are also now calling for redundant physical pathways 
and cables. Areas requiring redundancy include physical pathways, 
the network equipment itself, and information backup.

At the present time there are areas of conduit congestion where 
limitted conduit pathways are available.  This would mean allocat-
ing funds for strategic upgrades and maintenance of the pathway 
system. 

Examples of physical redundancy in buildings is illustrated in the fol-
lowing diagrams:

Copyright © DataCom Design 2013 5

1. An assessment of the different campus departments’ inter and intra-campus 
connections be conducted in the near future. This could be accomplished 
automatically from a network operations center that can monitor network 
utilization. 

2. Once the bandwidth analysis is completed and network utilization is known, 
equipment may be upgraded that can allocate idle bandwidth to the services that 
have a greater demand.  This will provide enhanced services and more efficient 
use of resources

• Network Redundancy
Information technology requires careful attention to redundancy in all areas to avoid 
costly outages and information loss.  Security requirements are also now calling for 
redundant physical pathways and cables. Areas requiring redundancy include 
physical pathways, the network equipment itself, and information backup.

At the present time there are areas of conduit congestion where limitted conduit 
pathways are available.  This would mean allocating funds for strategic upgrades 
and maintenance of the pathway system. 

Examples of physical redundancy in buildings is illustrated in the following diagrams:

Building 1

Building 1

Redundant Entrance Campus 
Conduit Pathway Scheme
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Copyright © DataCom Design 2013 6

EastWest

IDF #1 IDF #2

(4) 4" Conduits to Campus Network(4) 4" Conduits to Campus Network

Dual Entrance Diagram

Campus Building

MDF/IDF or 
Entrance Facility

= Work Area Voice/Data Drop

Note: The MDF may also be
used as an IDF room.

MDF/IDF or 
Entrance Facility

= Fiber & Copper Backbone
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Group of Residential Buildings with Connecting Conduits and Redundant Duct
Banks From Opposite Ends

A complete inventory of this system should be made in order to assess its capacity to 
adding cabling for future building on campus.

The TAMU Commerce campus has some physical network redundancy today, but it is 
not considered adequate. For example, both incoming services to the campus is through 
the same underground ductbank route to campus MDF.  If this is damaged, the whole 
campus may experience significant down time.  The ideal redundant system is a ring of 
fiber optic and copper cable to ensure a failure in one segment would not cause a 
network outage.  This approach will provide network redundancy and should be 
considered for all campus plans. The approach is also costly.

New infrastructure will be installed in the new facilities.  Even though these new facilities 
will be constructed to current standards, they will ultimately be connected back to the 
existing backbone cabling. Therefore distances are also an important issue.  When the 
new infrastructure is designed, careful consideration should be given to installing 
adequately sized pathway and backbone cables.

• Regulated Power 
Computer-based systems need clean power. Computers, point of sale equipment, 
telecommunications and building management systems all rely on semiconductors to 
operate. Semiconductors perform by processing electric signals of less than a few 
volts each. Transient voltage disturbances confuse that process and data may be 
lost or corrupted, with IP packets garbled and processes stopped. Systems would 
then need to be reset. In the worst case, electrical overstress can destroy or degrade 
semiconductor material. The results are increasingly unreliable operation or 
seemingly random, sudden failures. 

Until recently, clean power requirements have not been a part of overall planning.  
New construction requirements should specify reliable power that is free from voltage 
drops over a certain percentage, be free from disturbing harmonics, and be 
consistent.  To ensure power delivery within acceptable limits for IT infrastructure, 
the consideration of UPS, PDU, and generators would be necessary.  As the cost for 

A complete inventory of this system should be made in order to as-
sess its capacity to adding cabling for future building on campus.

The TAMU Commerce campus has some physical network redun-
dancy today, but it is not considered adequate. For example, both 
incoming services to the campus is through the same underground 
ductbank route to campus MDF.  If this is damaged, the whole 
campus may experience significant down time.  The ideal redundant 
system is a ring of fiber optic and copper cable to ensure a failure 
in one segment would not cause a network outage.  This approach 
will provide network redundancy and should be considered for all 
campus plans. The approach is also costly.  

New infrastructure will be installed in the new facilities.  Even though 
these new facilities will be constructed to current standards, they 
will ultimately be connected back to the existing backbone cabling. 
Therefore distances are also an important issue.  When the new 
infrastructure is designed, careful consideration should be given to 
installing adequately sized pathway and backbone cables.

• Regulated Power 

Computer-based systems need clean power. Computers, point of sale 
equipment, telecommunications and building management systems 
all rely on semiconductors to operate. Semiconductors perform by 
processing electric signals of less than a few volts each. Transient 
voltage disturbances confuse that process and data may be lost or 
corrupted, with IP packets garbled and processes stopped. Systems 
would then need to be reset. In the worst case, electrical overstress 
can destroy or degrade semiconductor material. The results are 
increasingly unreliable operation or seemingly random, sudden 
failures. 
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Until recently, clean power requirements have not been a part of 
overall planning.  New construction requirements should specify 
reliable power that is free from voltage drops over a certain percent-
age, be free from disturbing harmonics, and be consistent.  To ensure 
power delivery within acceptable limits for IT infrastructure, the 
consideration of UPS, PDU, and generators would be necessary.  As 
the cost for these items is generally high, and as they are usually in 
competition for limited resources, there is a tendency to limit their 
implementation.  It is therefore recommended that they be consid-
ered in a strategic sense (included in budget planning) and installed 
only in main communication and server rooms, with individual 
circuits for critical electronics in floor serving telecom rooms.

Note: With the advent of audio visual systems becoming more 
digitally (IP) based, attention must be paid to clean power and the 
grounding of the systems.  Isolated grounding systems must be con-
sidered where the AV systems contain digital signal processors (DSP).  
Put succinctly, a small amount of garbage in, a lot of garbage out. 
Translated: Significant and unwanted noise on speaker systems. 

• CATV Headend

The CATV headend is currently located in the New Pride Apartments. 
According the Master Plan initiatives, this building will be demol-
ished and replaced with a new housing complex. We recommend:

1. The CATV headend be relocated to the campus MDF room as part 
of the master plan.

2. Provide new optical fiber cables to buildings not having existing 
fiber cable runs from the campus MDF.

Recommendations for the use of this Master Plan Document

Creation of Technology Infrastructure Construction Guidelines and 
Standards

It is recommended that TAMU Commerce create a set of system-wide 
design criteria for the Technology Infrastructure that would integrate 
with TAMU Commerce’s specific campus needs. These standards 
should be based on Red Book, TIA standards and would provide for a 
consistent application of technology infrastructure as new buildings 
are designed.  These standards should be comprehensive and should 
be regarded as a living document that must be periodically reviewed 
and updated.  This set of standards would be used as a blueprint and 
protocol for vendors, contractors, consultants, planners, etc.  It would 
include all aspects of the TAMU Commerce communications infra-
structure (voice, video, data, broadband television, CATV, security 
and Building Management System(BMS)).  The document should be 
submitted for approval and acceptance by college administration.  
Following the document’s acceptance, it should be included as part 

Campus Infrastructure



Campus Master Plan 
Texas A&M University-Commerce  
Page 8.44

of the campus’s general construction guidelines as a required part 
of any future construction project.  We would recommend that once 
updated that they be posted on campus web pages.

Once approved, this Master Plan document will contain information 
that can be valuable to the creation of construction guidelines and 
standards for the campus technology infrastructure.  It is recom-
mended that it be used in its entirety and not have sections used 
without reference to the whole document.  It should be considered a 
living document that must maintain its relevancy to the TAMU Com-
merce changing environment. It is also recommended that proce-
dures be established for periodic review and updating as conditions 
within TAMU Commerce change and as standards evolve. 

Utilize the most recent editions of the following:

Codes

• International Building Code (IBC)
•  International Building Code (IBC)
•  NFPA, including 101, Life Safety Code
•  National Electrical Code (NEC/NFPA 70)
•  National Electrical Safety Code (NES IEEE)
•  IEEE Std. Recommended Practice for Powering and Grounding 
   Sensitive Electronic Equipment.
•  Uniform Fire Code
•  Local Codes, amendments, and ordinances.
•  Americans with Disabilities Act Guidelines

Standards

•  ANSI/TIA-568 Commercial Building Telecommunications Cabling 
   Standard
•  ANSI/TIA-455 Standard Test Procedures for Fiber Optic Cables.
•  ANSI/CEA S83-596: fiber Optic Premises Distribution Cable.
•  ANSI/TIA-526-7: Optical Power Loss Measurements Of Installed 
   Single Mode Fiber Cable Plant-OFSTP-7.
•  ANSI/TIA-526-14-A: Optical Power Loss Measurements Of Installed 
   Multi Mode Fiber Cable Plant-OFSTP-14A.
•  ANSI/TIA-569 Commercial Building Standards for Telecommunica-
   tions Pathways and Spaces.
•  ANSI/TIA-606 The Administration Standard for the Telecommunica-
   tions infrastructure of Commercial Building.
•  ANSI/TIA-607A Commercial Building Grounding and Bonding 
   Requirements for Telecommunications.
•  TIA/EIA 758-April: Customer-Outside Plant Telecommunications 
    Cabling Standard.
•  ATSM Standards
•  Texas Accessibility Standards (TAS)
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Chapter 9  Architectural Design Standards

he purpose of these architectural design standards is to 
establish harmony and compatibility among campus build-
ings and enhance the sense of place for the overall campus 
environment at Texas A&M-Commerce. If these standards are 

shared with all design professionals engaged in building construction 
and renovation for the University, it can be expected that buildings will 
reflect their time and place and express their unique functions, yet do 
so with a consistent design language.

Building Orientation
In keeping with site planning traditions pre-existing on the Commerce 
campus, buildings should be aligned parallel and perpendicular to the 
streets and pedestrianways which create the campus grid. Buildings 
and building additions should respect established setbacks along the 
blockface they occupy in order to create ordered relationships among 
adjacent buildings. Building entries should be positioned to address the 
primary pedestrianways and entries should be designed expressively 
to improve the sense of orientation for visitors and new users.

The Campus Master Plan for “full build out” in 2032 carefully depicts 
suggested new building sites and footprint sizes and shapes which 
follow the planning precepts state above. Buildings are positioned to 
provide containment of special gathering places and placed with key 
features to provide “closure” of important axes.

Form and Massing
Buildings should establish a quality of repose and order in their form 
and massing, and then where practical, take advantage of specialized 
elements of a building program to break the regular rhythms of the 
building form. Special use elements such as a large lecture hall, library 
reading room, converged newroom, art gallery, large science lab, cinema 
space and other large volumed spaces offer the best opportunities for 
these expressive breaks. To respond to harsh hot sunlight and protect 
from sudden downbursts of rain, covered walkways, arcades and entry 
porches are desireable features for the campus. these can function as 
protection at building entries as well as to provide linkage elements 
between related buildings. Likewise, trellis-like shade structures as 
adjuncts to buildings can create dappled shadow patterns for terraces 
that invite students and faculty to pause and gather between classes. 
To continue the established pedestrian scale for the A&M-Commerce 
campus, it is suggested that building heights remain (on average) 4 
stories. An important exception might be the proposed new Library 
building, which deserves to function as a symbolic center for learning 
not only in its position on campus but also in some aspect of its height. 
For example, on the Campus, Master Plan, it is portrayed as the anchor 
of the east end of the Great Lawn, with an entry tower equal in height 
to the proposed campanile on the west end of the same axis.

T
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Facade Materials
Our observation is that the design element which currently contributes 
the greatest consistency to the Commerce campus sense of place is the 
use of a blended red clay face brick as the dominant facade material. 
Over the 80 years of building construction represented on campus, the 
nature of this brick blend has changed and evolved. And it is precisely 
this subtle evolution which works to create a “family” of similar effects 
without dulling samenss. The recently completed Music Building hit 
upon this characteristic cleverly with its “patchwork” of brick blends 
on the main facade. We recommend that this approach continue with 
the requirement that every campus building must use the “University 
Blend” Acme Tulsa Blend 4 Rough or must use a similar red brick blend 
for a minimum of 50% of the facade area, exclusive of window and 
door openings.

Again following a tradition of campus consistency, the secondary mate-
rial on most existing building facades is a contrasting accent in a light 
neutral color that ranges from white to a limestone gray. On the oldest 
buildings it is indeed limestone trim. On the buildings of the 1950’s 
and 1960’s, it is white painted concrete columns and fascias. On newer 
structures it is light colored stucco, painted steel and sheet metal panels 
and suncreens. As was suggested in the discussion of building massing, 
a good strategy might be to render the special use programmatic spaces 
in this contrasting material. The use of materials which are reflective of 
today’s technology of manufacturing can ensure that new buildings 
and additions are positioned clearly of their time, recognizeable to all 
campus users and telling a legible story of campus history and physical 
development.

One of the best methods for expressing the use of today’s advanced 
technology in the campus buildings will be through the use of curtain-
wall glazing systems in areas where introducing a significant amount 
of natural light is desireable. Glazing materials should be insulated 
units with low-E coatings to achieve the best solar performance yet 
with maximum transparency. The preferred color effect is clear grey 
to pale green, rather than bronze, brown or blue. Exposed mullions, 
both in larger windowall applications or in punched window openings, 
should be white.

Any visible (sloped) roofed elements on new campus buildings or addi-
tions must be natural slate or a standing seam metal panel in a factory 
Kynar-finished medium to charcoal grey color.
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Sustainable Design
All campus construction projects should be designed utilizing princi-
ples of sustainable design. The US Green Building Council’s Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) program is a well-known 
credentialing program for benchmarking building projects against 
sustainable design principles.

Designing toward a goal of a LEED Silver rating is practical, affordable 
and consistent with the performance objectives of the Texas A&M 
System. This will require conscientious selection of building materials, 
design of the building envelope, mechanical, electrical and plumbing 
systems and careful construction management to achieve the goal. 
As of the date of this report, the TAMU System is not requiring actual 
registration of project with USGBC, but encouraging its architects to 
design to a LEED Silver standard. This will result in an enhanced experi-
ence for the building users and a better return on investment for the 
University and the System.

Heritage Buildings
A great university campus not only satisfies the functional requirements 
for research, teaching and learning, but establishes a recognizable 
sense of place and of belonging. More than merely serving as a venue 
for university community events, signature campus places, such as 
architecturally significant buildings and the proposed new great lawn, 
define the character of the campus. Interviews with users and direct 
observation by the design team identified Ferguson Hall (1923), the 
Hall of Languages (1929) and Heritage House (1928) as architecturally, 
historically and culturally significant for the University. Among the 
oldest structures on campus, these buildings are certainly worthy of 
careful rehabilitation to allow them to function well into the future 
while maintaining their historic character. 

The US Secretary of the Interior Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties are the guidelines by which all preservation and historic reno-
vation projects are evaluated by regulatory agencies.  While no campus 
buildings are listed as historic structures, the Standards provide a useful 
point of reference for renovations in a historic context. Renovation of 
campus buildings will always be informed by evolving pedagogy and 
functional requirements, but stewardship of the most culturally signifi-
cant buildings on campus should at least consider the implications of 
the Standards, which define four treatments: Preservation, Restoration, 
Rehabilitation and Reconstruction.

Preservation places a high priority on the retention of all historic fabric 
through conservation, maintenance and repair. It reflects a build-
ing’s continuum over time, through successive occupancies. Since 
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Preservation fixes a building in time and limits future modification, it 
is generally not the preferred overall treatment for university buildings, 
though it might be considered for Heritage House.

Restoration focuses on the retention of materials from the most signifi-
cant time in the building’s history, while permitting removal of materials 
from later periods. Restoration looks backward, returning the building 
to its appearance at its most significant moment. Because this approach 
limits future modifications and may even eliminate current capabilities, 
it is generally not the preferred overall treatment for university buildings.

Rehabilitation emphasizes the retention and repair of historic materials, 
but provides latitude for replacement or modification of deteriorated 
architectural elements, and allows for additions which allow an existing 
structure to adapt to accommodate new uses or technology. Additions 
are required to be compatible with the historic materials, features, scale 
and proportion, but new work must be differentiated from the original. 
Since Rehabilitation allows the incorporation of new features to meet 
modern functional requirements, it is the most appropriate treatment 
for campus buildings.

Reconstruction allows limited opportunities to re-create a non-surviving 
site, landscape, building or structure in all new materials. It is based on 
the accurate duplication of historic features and elements substantiated 
by documentary or physical evidence rather than conjectural designs.

The character of the campus is expressed by the full range of build-
ings, from oldest to newest. While the original buildings may carry 
the greatest cultural significance, many of the buildings on campus 
are functional, adaptable and well worth continued use. In particular, 
the new Music Building expands the campus architectural vocabulary, 
utilizing the blended red brick, limestone accents and white structural 
frame used on many campus buildings, while introducing new materials 
and a much more expansive and transparent expression. This building 
should be considered a campus landmark. The Science and Technology 
Center, Sam Rayburn Student Center and Morris Recreation Center all 
contribute to the quality of life at Texas A&M University – Commerce 
in a meaningful way. As some of the most recent buildings on campus, 
they will continue to serve as important resources for years to come. 
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Chapter 10   The Action Plan Summary...The Next Five Years

The usual criticism of campus master plans is that they por-
tray a snapshot of campus development at a distant point 
in time, without a useful road map of the detailed sequence 
of steps required to accomplish the future vision. Our plan 

for Texas A&M University-Commerce has been designed with a specific 
action plan of initiatives outlined in “5-year plan” phases with projects 
described and costs assigned for each. Most often, the sequence relies 
upon the careful implementation of infrastructure construction, exist-
ing building demolition and new building construction in a specific 
chronological order as the only way to maintain functionality of campus 
operations, whether it be number of classrooms, quantity of office space, 
number of housing beds or tons of cooling capacity in the central plant.

The action plan for the first five years under this campus master plan has 
10 major construction initiatives. Two of these are currently underway: 

Item 1: The second phase of the housing master plan will accommodate 
542 beds in a four story complex scheduled for occupancy in Fall of 2013. 

Item 2: A new 28,000 SF dining hall is being construction of the south 
side of the Sam Rayburn Student Center.

Item 3: The next important initiative in the Plan is the construction of 
General Academic Classroom Building “A.” This building will provide 
the opportunity to deliver an array of correctly sized classrooms to 
better match the demand of the class section capacities being sched-
uled, and to do so in a “college/division neutral” structure which can 
be scheduled by any of the academic divisions at TAMU-Commerce. A 
four-story building of 100,000 GSF at a total project cost of $37 million 
is recommended to meet the needs outlined in the Campus Program of 
Needs in Chapter 4. We have suggested that the best building site for 
this structure is to displace the parking lot on the south side if Stonewall 
Street, between Bois D’arc and Campbell, immediately to the west of the 
Student Access Building. This site faces Heritage House and Garden and 
will ultimately address the Great Lawn across a future stonewall pedes-
trianway. Approximately half of the parking in this block can remain.

Item 4: To replace parking lost by construction of the General Academic 
Building “A” we have shown the addition of a new 280-car parking lot 
on the property bounded by Cooper, Bryan, Bois D’arc and Walnut. This 
2.5-acre block of land is not currently owned by the University.

Item 5, 6 and 7: The creation of new classroom space for the University 
allows for the demolition of the Journalism Building. The functions cur-
rently accommodated in the Journalism Building can be temporarily 
met in General Academic Building “A” until they find a permanent home 
in the future Visual Arts and Communication Building planned for the 
2018 - 2022 five-year plan. A chilled water plan attached to the east face 
of the Journalism Building currently provides 2/3 of the campus central 
plant capacity. Before this element is taken out of service, a new Central 
Plant shell must be constructed to house the two existing chiller, plus 

T
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an additional new 1000-ton chiller.

A tuition revenue bond request in the amount of $82 million has been 
submitted for construction of a new main university library of 157,000 
GSF. Our recommendation for the location of this most significant 
campus structure in on the main axis anchoring the east end of the 
future Great Lawn. The reasons behind this recommendation are several: 
recent growth and construction initiatives have favored the west edge 
of campus. To locate this important structure here creates appropriate 
weight and balance which will ensure pedestrian vitality and serve as 
a focus of campus life for the eastern half of the campus for the long 
term. The Library will have a beautiful prospect looking out over the 
campus’ signature space as a symbol of learning. It will be easily acces-
sible to visitors with a significant amount of convenient parking nearby. 
In the demolition of the Journalism Building, we recommend that extra 
care be taken to salvage and conserve the ceramic tile mosaic above 
the main entrance for use at another location on campus. Perhaps 
most appropriately, it should find a home at the future Visual Arts and 
Communication Building.  With the completion of the new library, the 
primary east-west pedestrianway south of Ferguson Social Sciences 
should be fully developed. We have suggested that the eastern termi-
nus of this pedestrianway be a tower form which serves as the entry to 
the library and acts as a counterpoint to future iconic campanile at the 
western terminus of that axis.

Item 8: When the main library vacates the existing Gee Library Building, 
that structure may be re-purposed as a learning center, providing a mix 
of tutoring rooms and academia support spaces, computer labs and 
IT support, and classrooms of varying sizes. The building should also 
accommodate spaces for team-based learning, conference rooms and 
offices for faculty and staff. The existing popular food service opera-
tion in the building should remain and may be expanded by adding a 
second concession.

Item 9: In each five-year plan it will be important to complete a substan-
tial renovation or rehabilitation project in one of the University’s heritage 
buildings. With the new space created in General Academic Building “A”, 
the new university library and the renovation Gee Library Building, it will 
be practical to take the Hall of Languages out of service over a summer 
and perhaps a fall or spring semester for a comprehensive renovation.

Item 10: By 2016 or 2017, it should be feasible to undertake the “Phase 
3” project of the campus housing master plan. This residence hall, to 
be located at the southwest corner of Neal and Walnut will be a near-
duplicate of the 542-bed Phase 2 housing. We recommend, however, 
that certain architectural roof, facade or entry elements be changed in 
order to give each of the residence halls a unique character.
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Alternate Sequence: We should note again here that, because the 
University has already placed a tuition revenue bond request with the 
THECB it is possible that the Library will be funded early and can move 
up in the cycle to be constructed in advance of the demolition of the 
Journalism Building. (That is, before the General Academic Building is 
constructed, making the Journalism Building expendable.) If this comes 
to pass, we recommend that the new library be sited at the southwest 
corner of Stonewall and Campbell, in the location originally proposed 
for the General Academic Building.

We further propose that the conversion and renovations to Gee Library 
can cause it to function as “swing” space, offering classroom space that 
will then allow the demolition of Journalism and replacement with the 
General Academic Building on that same site. Refer to the Full Build Out 
Plan - Alternate to see the proposed alternative siting of these buildings.

The total investment on the Texas A&M University-Commerce campus 
between 2013 and 2017 will be in the range of $239 million in total 
project cost. These ten construction and renovation initiatives will result 
in 684,400 GSF of new space and 181,785 GSF of newly renovated space 
which, taken together are highly responsive to the space requests and 
highest priority needs and objectives expressed to the campus master 
plan team.
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Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 3 2,700 General Academic Spaces 4 3,600

110-Classroom 3 2,700 110-Classroom 4 3,600

Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 0 0

Office Spaces 11 1,985 Office Spaces 4 480 Office Spaces 6 720

310-Office 9 1,403 310-Office 4 480 310-Office 6 720

315-Office Service 2 582

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0

Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Accounting 11 1,985 Total Requests 4 480 Total Requests 6 720

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 3 2,700 Total Shared Spaces 4 3,600

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 2,465 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 3,185

Department of Accounting

SUMMARY:  Inadequate office space for full-time faculty was mentioned as an issue with the department.  Presently two full-time faculty have offices on the second floor.  The offices open out into the hall and the noise factor makes work time difficult.  The 

require more instructors and more classroom space.

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.

TAMU-Commerce
Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING SPACES.
THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



 

Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0

Laboratory Spaces 1 804 Laboratory Spaces 8 3,000 Laboratory Spaces 4 1,500

220-Special Class Open Laboratory 1 804 250-Research/Non-Class Laboratory 4 2,400 250-Research/Non-Class Laboratory 2 1,200

255-Research/Non-Class Laboratory Service 4 600 255-Research/Non-Class Laboratory Service 2 300

Office Spaces 58 12,735 Office Spaces 12 1,840 Office Spaces 9 1,450

310-Office 40 7,243 310-Office 8 1,040 310-Office 5 650

315-Office Service 15 2,874 315-Office Service 4 800 315-Office Service 4 800

350-Conference Room 3 2,618

Study Spaces 4 6,108 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0

410-Study Space 1 616

420-Stack 2 3,677

440-Processing Room 1 1,815

Special Use Spaces 1 703 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

530-Media Production 1 703

General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Business Administration 64 20,350 Total Requests 20 4,840 Total Requests 13 2,950

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 25,190 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 28,140

Department of Business Administration

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.

TAMU-Commerce
Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING SPACES.
THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 2 3,600 General Academic Spaces 2 3,600

110-Classroom 2 3,600 110-Classroom 2 3,600

Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 6 2,400 Laboratory Spaces 0 0

250-Research/Non-Class Laboratory 4 1,600

255-Research/Non-Class Laboratory Service 2 800

Office Spaces 12 2,139 Office Spaces 5 560 Office Spaces 8 900

310-Office 9 1,554 310-Office 3 360 310-Office 5 600

315-Office Service 3 585 315-Office Service 2 200 315-Office Service 3 300

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 2 360 Study Spaces 2 360

410-Study Space 2 360 410-Study Space 2 360

Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Finance/Economics 12 2,139 Total Requests 13 3,320 Total Requests 10 1,260

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 2 3,600 Total Shared Spaces 2 3,600

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 5,459 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 6,719

Department of Finance/Economics

availability is an issue.

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.

TAMU-Commerce
Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING SPACES.
THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 5 6,250 General Academic Spaces 2 2,500

110-Classroom 5 6,250 110-Classroom 2 2,500

Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 0 0

Office Spaces 10 1,427 Office Spaces 6 920 Office Spaces 8 1,250

310-Office 8 1,381 310-Office 4 520 310-Office 5 650

315-Office Service 2 46 315-Office Service 2 400 315-Office Service 3 600

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0

Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Marketing/Marketing 

Management
10 1,427 Total Requests 6 920 Total Requests 8 1,250

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 5 6,250 Total Shared Spaces 2 2,500

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 2,347 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 3,597

Department of Marketing/Marketing Management

SUMMARY:   Existing space does not serve the department needs as some of the Marketing faculty are within the adjacent offices with the Department Head and Administrative Assistant..  Some of the Management faculty are on another floor.  And additional 

members of both the Marketing and Management department are on another floor quite some distance from the Department Head and Administrative Assistant.  In addition with the growth of faculty to meet student growth we are out of space for faculty 

offices.   In addition our 8 Graduate Assistants are located in yet another 4th distant location from their assigned faculty.   Enrollment growth will adversely impact our existing classroom space due to other Colleges utilizing our now existing classroom space in 

above should occur it will cause additional pressure in classroom scheduling and additional use of our existing classroom space for business courses in the BA building.  At that time, then severe shortages will occur.   

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.

TAMU-Commerce
Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING SPACES.
THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



Academic Department

Teaching Space 

(100s, 200s, 500s, 600s)

(Except 250, 255)

Library Space

(400s)

Research Space

(250 & 255)

Office Space

(300s)

Support Space

(700s)
Total

Accounting 2,700 0 0 480 0 3,180

Business Administration 0 0 3,000 1,840 0 4,840

Finance/Economics 3,600 360 2,400 560 0 6,920

Marketing/Marketing Management 6,250 0 0 920 0 7,170

Totals 12,550 360 5,400 3,800 0 22,110

Academic Department

Teaching Space 

(100s, 200s, 500s, 600s)

(Except 250, 255)

Library Space

(400s)

Research Space

(250 & 255)

Office Space

(300s)

Support Space

(700s)
Total

Accounting 3,600 0 0 720 0 4,320

Business Administration 0 0 1,500 1,450 0 2,950

Finance/Economics 3,600 360 0 900 0 4,860

Marketing/Marketing Management 2,500 0 0 1,250 0 3,750

Totals 9,700 360 1,500 4,320 0 15,880

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY - COMMERCE
Current Requested Space Analysis (5-Factor Model)

Future Requested Space Analysis (5-Factor Model)



Department of Accounting 1,985 2,465 480 3,185 720

Department of Business Administration 20,350 25,190 4,840 28,140 2,950

Department of Finance/Economics 2,139 5,459 3,320 6,719 1,260

Department of Marketing/Marketing Management 1,427 2,347 920 3,597 1,250

Total 25,901 35,461 9,560 41,641 6,180

TAMU-Commerce

Total Existing Area (Sq/Ft)
Total Area 

(Sq/Ft)

Total 

Area 

College of Business and Entrepreneurship Space Requests

Department

Current Need Future Need

Space Request
Difference 

(Sq/Ft)

Difference 

(Sq/Ft)



Name of Space

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

Total College of Business and 

Entrepreneurship
25,901 Total Requests 9,560 Total Requests 6,180

Total General Academic Space 0 Total General Academic Requests 12,550 Total General Academic Requests 9,700

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 35,461 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 41,641

College of Business and Entrepreneurship

TAMU-Commerce
Summary of Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S 

EXISTING SPACES.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY 

REQUESTED SPACES TO MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY 

REQUESTED SPACES TO MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



Department Existing ASF Requested ASF % of Current ASF

% of Total Space 

Requested by ALL 

Depts
Department of Accounting 1,985 1,200 60% 8%
Department of Business Administration 20,350 7,790 38% 49%
Department of Finance/Economics 2,139 4,580 214% 29%
Department of Marketing/Marketing Management 1,427 2,170 152% 14%

Total 25,901 15,740

% of Total Space Requested by ALL Depts

Department of Accounting 8%

Department of Business Administration 49%

Department of Finance/Economics 29%

Department of Marketing/Marketing Management 14%

TAMU-Commerce

College of Business and Entrepreneurship

Department of 
Accounting, 8% 

Department of Business 
Administration, 49% 

Department of Finance/Economics, 29% 

Department of 
Marketing/Marketing 

Management, 14% 

% of Total Space Requested by ALL Depts 



Department

Standard 

Classroom 

(Capacity: 36)

Medium Classroom

(Capacity: 50)

Large 

Classroom

(Capacity: 72)

Medium 

Lecture Hall

(Capacity: 100) Total Square footage
Department of Accounting 7 0 0 0 7 6,300
Department of Business Administration 0 0 0 0 0 0
Department of Finance/Economics 0 0 4 0 4 7,200
Department of Marketing/Marketing Management 0 7 0 0 7 8,750

Total 7 7 4 0 18 22,250

Classroom Requests

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

30,000

Department of Accounting Department of Business Administration Department of Finance/Economics Department of Marketing/Marketing Management

1,985 

20,350 

2,139 1,427 

1,200 

7,790 

4,580 

2,170 

AS
F 

COBE Space Requests 

Existing ASF Requested ASF



Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 2 1,800 General Academic Spaces 0 0

110-Classroom 2 1,800

Laboratory Spaces 6 4,131 Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 0 0

210-Class Laboratory 1 888

220-Special Class Open Laboratory 3 3,203

225-Special Class Open Laboratory Service 2 40

Office Spaces 52 11,142 Office Spaces 0 0 Office Spaces 0 0

310-Office 33 6,560

315-Office Service 13 2,962

350-Conference Room 5 1,453

355-Conference Room Service 1 167

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0

Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

General Use Spaces 2 1,238 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

620-Exhibition 1 415

650-Lounge 1 823

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Curriculum and 

Instruction
60 16,511 Total Requests 0 0 Total Requests 0 0

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 2 1,800 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 16,511 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 16,511

Department of Curriculum and Instruction

SUMMARY:  The existing space serves current needs well according to faculty.  The increase in enrollment at the university has meant more students from various other programs using the rooms in Ed. South.   The hallways and classrooms are more crowded and 

require a classroom-sized space.  There is an area on the second floor  at the west end of the building that has an entry area/hallway leading to two rooms.  There are no windows in these rooms although they are in  use.  The one nearest to the door into this 

someone trying to break into this back area and now no one wants to be back there alone; thus, the room that is the farthest away from the door leading into the hallway space is now a storage room (something we need) but we may soon need another office 

more.  

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.
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Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0

Laboratory Spaces 1 462 Laboratory Spaces 1 1,800 Laboratory Spaces 1 1,800

220-Special Class Open Laboratory 1 462 220-Special Class Open Laboratory 1 1,800 220-Special Class Open Laboratory 1 1,800

Office Spaces 100 22,275 Office Spaces 5 690 Office Spaces 6 700

310-Office 70 12,299 310-Office 2 240 310-Office 5 600

315-Office Service 24 8,255 315-Office Service 2 200 315-Office Service 1 100

350-Conference Room 6 1,721 350-Conference Room 1 250

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0

Special Use Spaces 3 339 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

530-Media Production 2 275

535-Media Production Service 1 64

General Use Spaces 1 215 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

650-Lounge 1 215

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Education 105 23,291 Total Requests 6 2,490 Total Requests 7 2,500

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 25,781 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 28,281

Department of Education

SUMMARY:  The department of educational leadership is primarily engaged in online delivery of coursework. The physical facilities are not as critical to us as to other departments. There is a need for additional space devoted to technology.  There is also a need 

for additional office space for faculty.

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.

TAMU-Commerce
Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING SPACES.
THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0

Laboratory Spaces 4 3,511 Laboratory Spaces 11 9,680 Laboratory Spaces 6 4,600

210-Class Laboratory 2 2,734 210-Class Laboratory 6 7,200 210-Class Laboratory 3 3,600

220-Special Class Open Laboratory 1 98 215-Class Laboratory Service 2 600 215-Class Laboratory Service 2 600

250-Research/Non-Class Laboratory 1 679 220-Special Class Open Laboratory 1 1,080 250-Research/Non-Class Laboratory 1 400

250-Research/Non-Class Laboratory 2 800

Office Spaces 39 6,827 Office Spaces 9 1,190 Office Spaces 20 2,370

310-Office 24 4,418 310-Office 7 840 310-Office 11 1,320

315-Office Service 13 1,815 315-Office Service 1 100 315-Office Service 8 800

350-Conference Room 2 594 350-Conference Room 1 250 350-Conference Room 1 250

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 1 180 Study Spaces 2 360

410-Study Space 1 180 410-Study Space 2 360

Special Use Spaces 14 60,441 Special Use Spaces 1 3,200 Special Use Spaces 4 5,400

520-Athletic or Physical Education 7 55,830 520-Athletic or Physical Education 1 3,200 520-Athletic or Physical Education 2 3,200

525-Athletic or Physical Education Service 7 4,611 525-Athletic or Physical Education Service 2 2,200

General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 2 900 General Use Spaces 4 1,800

680-Meeting Room 1 750 680-Meeting Room 2 1,500

685-Meeting RoomService 1 150 685-Meeting RoomService 2 300

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Health and Human 

Performance
57 70,779 Total Requests 24 15,150 Total Requests 36 14,530

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 85,929 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 100,459

Department of Health and Human Performance

SUMMARY:  The requirements for increased scholarship and research for faculty make it necessary for the Health and Human Performance Department to upgrade classrooms, labs, and meeting spaces.  The department recently lost four classrooms because they 

were not ADA compliant.  The loss of these classrooms cut classroom space by half just as our numbers grew by several hundred students. Existing classrooms are too small.  Students are being underserved with adequate offerings at this time.  The Department 

requested a building last year, but were not put on the master building plan because nursing was a priority.  In 2009, external reviewers evaluated the graduate programs in the HHP department.  One of their suggestions was to upgrade facilities, classrooms and 

laboratories so that advanced research and graduate studies could be supported.  The department's labs, classrooms, and equipment needs have outgrown current space and technology requirements.  Additionally our mission and vision support the 

development of new programs that will require updated facilities, faculty release-time for research and doctoral student advisement.  Also required are meeting rooms for seminars, defenses, state-of-the-art classroom spaces, a computer lab and additional 

office space for new faculty.  Because, the Athletics Department is growing and is in need of more space it is an  anticipated that more storage and lab space will be at risk of being lost to the Athletics Department.  It was also mentioned that, exercise physiology, 

nutrition, biomechanics, and athletic training lab spaces need adjoining classroom space.  Also, because of the addition of Heat Studies research in the near future there will be a need for space to accomodate a Heat Chamber.

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.
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Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 1 1,800 General Academic Spaces 3 5,400

110-Classroom 1 1,800 110-Classroom 3 5,400

Laboratory Spaces 3 842 Laboratory Spaces 13 7,540 Laboratory Spaces 17 12,500

210-Class Laboratory 1 558 210-Class Laboratory 2 2,400 210-Class Laboratory 2 2,400

220-Special Class Open Laboratory 2 284 220-Special Class Open Laboratory 7 5,040 220-Special Class Open Laboratory 14 10,000

225-Special Class Open Laboratory Service 4 100 225-Special Class Open Laboratory Service 1 100

Office Spaces 7 1,478 Office Spaces 5 710 Office Spaces 33 4,150

310-Office 5 770 310-Office 3 360 310-Office 20 2,400

315-Office Service 2 708 315-Office Service 1 100 315-Office Service 8 800

350-Conference Room 1 250 350-Conference Room 3 750

355-Conference RoomService 2 200

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 2 360 Study Spaces 4 720

410-Study Space 2 360 410-Study Space 4 720

Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 2 1,950

650-Lounge 1 1,200

680-Meeting Room 1 750

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Nursing 10 2,320 Total Requests 20 8,610 Total Requests 56 19,320

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 1 1,800 Total Shared Spaces 3 5,400

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 10,930 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 30,250

Department of Nursing

SUMMARY: Current space is not adequate to accommodate an entire class of students in one classroom space.  Classes and labs must be divided into sections for practice, lectures, and check-offs.  There is no space in current facility for a classroom.  All faculty 

offices are currently occupied with no room for new faculty.  Faculty are required by the Board of Nursing to have a private space to counsel students.  We will be out of compliance by next September.  Simulation lab space is limited and unable to accommodate 

more than 3-4 students at a time.  There is no opportunity for students to observe simulation scenarios as they are conducted.  At least 4 patient rooms are needed in the Simulation Lab, so that they can remain set up for birthing, infant/newborn care, pediatric 

care, and adult scenarios such as resuscitation, surgical complications, and medical-surgical interventions. The Simulation Lab patient room should allow 4-6 students to participate in the scenario with 10-15 students observing.  Space is then needed for all 

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.
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Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 2 5,000 General Academic Spaces 0 0

110-Classroom 2 5,000

Laboratory Spaces 18 5,072 Laboratory Spaces 2 1,440 Laboratory Spaces 4 2,880

220-Special Class Open Laboratory 1 418 220-Special Class Open Laboratory 2 1,440 220-Special Class Open Laboratory 4 2,880

230-Individual Study Laboratory 11 3,431

250-Research/Non-Class Laboratory 6 1,223

Office Spaces 74 14,026 Office Spaces 6 640 Office Spaces 8 880

310-Office 59 11,098 310-Office 2 240 310-Office 4 480

315-Office Service 13 2,111 315-Office Service 4 400 315-Office Service 4 400

350-Conference Room 2 817

Study Spaces 2 403 Study Spaces 2 360 Study Spaces 0 0

410-Study Space 2 403 410-Study Space 2 360

Special Use Spaces 37 6,362 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

540-Clinic (Non-Health Professions) 18 3,169

545-Clinic Service (Non-Health Professions) 19 3,193

General Use Spaces 1 502 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

650-Lounge 1 502

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Psychology and Special 

Education
132 26,365 Total Requests 10 2,440 Total Requests 12 3,760

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 2 5,000 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 28,805 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 32,565

Department of Psychology and Special Education

SUMMARY: The department is in need of not only lab and office space, but classroom space as well as we only have two small classrooms.  Each of the faculty members has an office and there is one adjunct office and two TA offices. Several of the rooms are used 

as lab space to run experiments.  Thre are only two classrooms which fit only 35 students.  As of right now we are in need of more lab and classroom space. We need classrooms that can accommodate more students as our classes have grown in size from previous 

years (e.g., we teach several sections of 75 or more students). Additionally, the classrooms do not function well for teaching as they are old dorm rooms that have been converted to make classroom space. Therefore they are of unusual dimensions.

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.
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Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 2 2,500 General Academic Spaces 2 2,500

110-Classroom 2 2,500 110-Classroom 2 2,500

Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 1 1,200 Laboratory Spaces 1 1,200

210-Class Laboratory 1 1,200 210-Class Laboratory 1 1,200

Office Spaces 32 7,280 Office Spaces 7 1,000 Office Spaces 10 1,450

310-Office 18 4,173 310-Office 3 450 310-Office 6 900

315-Office Service 11 1,854 315-Office Service 1 100 315-Office Service 2 200

350-Conference Room 3 1,253 350-Conference Room 1 250 350-Conference Room 1 250

355-Conference Room Service 2 200 355-Conference Room Service 1 100

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 2 360 Study Spaces 2 360

410-Study Space 2 360 410-Study Space 2 360

Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 1 1,200 General Use Spaces 0 0

650-Lounge 1 1,200

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Social Work 32 7,280 Total Requests 11 3,760 Total Requests 13 3,010

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 2 2,500 Total Shared Spaces 2 2,500

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 11,040 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 14,050

Department of Social Work

SUMMARY:  The current on-campus space is inadequate to meet the needs of the undergraduate BSW program.  the maximum seating (very crowded and not conducive to good classroom management and interaction) is 36 for Hen. 302 and 26 for Hen. 304.  As 

the department have no additional office space to accommodate additional faculty.  The space for classrooms is functional, but not ideal.  All of Henderson Hall is modified from original residence hall structure; therefore, classrooms have been made by opening 

up two-three rooms, with remaining headers and inserts delineating the original rooms, making for limited visual frames for students.  We also have several students with physical disabilities (in wheelchairs) and our current classroom design (and crowded 

conditions) makes it difficult to accommodate these students.
NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.
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Academic Department

Teaching Space 

(100s, 200s, 500s, 600s)

(Except 250, 255)

Library Space

(400s)

Research Space

(250 & 255)

Office Space

(300s)

Support Space

(700s)
Total

Curriculum and Instruction 1,800 0 0 0 0 1,800

Education 1,800 0 0 690 0 2,490

Health and Human Performance 12,980 180 800 1,190 0 15,150

Nursing 9,340 360 0 710 0 10,410

Psychology and Special Education 6,440 360 0 640 0 7,440

Social Work 4,900 360 0 1,000 0 6,260

Totals 25,920 540 800 2,590 0 29,850

Academic Department

Teaching Space 

(100s, 200s, 500s, 600s)

(Except 250, 255)

Library Space

(400s)

Research Space

(250 & 255)

Office Space

(300s)

Support Space

(700s)
Total

Curriculum and Instruction 0 0 0 0 0 0

Education 1,800 0 0 700 0 2,500

Health and Human Performance 11,400 360 400 2,370 0 14,530

Nursing 19,850 720 0 4,150 0 24,720

Psychology and Special Education 2,880 0 0 880 0 3,760

Social Work 3,700 360 0 1,450 0 5,510

Totals 33,050 1,080 400 7,220 0 41,750

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY - COMMERCE
Current Requested Space Analysis (5-Factor Model)

Future Requested Space Analysis (5-Factor Model)



Department of Curriculum and Instruction 16,511 16,511 0 16,511 0

Department of Education 23,291 25,781 2,490 28,281 2,500

Department of Health and Human Performance 70,779 85,929 15,150 100,459 14,530

Department of Nursing 2,320 10,930 8,610 30,250 19,320

Department of Psychology and Special Education 26,365 28,805 2,440 32,565 3,760

Department of Social Work 7,280 11,040 3,760 14,050 3,010

Total 146,546 178,996 32,450 222,116 43,120

Difference 

(Sq/Ft)

TAMU-Commerce
College of Education and Human Services Space Requests

Department

Total Existing 

Area

(Sq/Ft)

Current Need Future Need

Space Request

Total Area 

(Sq/Ft)

Difference 

(Sq/Ft)

Total Area 

(Sq/Ft)



Name of Space

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

Total College of Education and 

Human Services
146,546 Total Requests 32,450 Total Requests 43,120

Total General Academic Space 0 Total General Academic Requests 11,100 Total General Academic Requests 7,900

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 178,996 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 222,116

College of Education and Human Services
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Department Existing ASF Requested ASF % of Current ASF

% of Total Space 

Requested by ALL 

Depts
Department of Curriculum and Instruction 16,511 0 0% 0%
Department of Education 23,291 4,990 21% 7%
Department of Health and Human Performance 70,779 29,680 42% 39%
Department of Nursing 2,320 27,930 1204% 37%
Department of Psychology and Special Education 26,365 6,200 24% 8%
Department of Social Work 7,280 6,770 93% 9%

Total 146,546 75,570

% of Total Space Requested by ALL Depts

Department of Curriculum and Instruction 0%

Department of Education 7%

Department of Health and Human Performance 39%

Department of Nursing 37%

Department of Psychology and Special Education 8%

Department of Social Work 9%

TAMU-Commerce

College of Education and Human Services
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9% 

% of Total Space Requested by ALL Depts 



Department

Standard 

Classroom 

(Capacity: 36)

Medium 

Classroom

(Capacity: 50)

Large 

Classroom

(Capacity: 72)

Medium 

Lecture Hall

(Capacity: 100) Total Square footage
Department of Curriculum and Instruction 2 0 0 0 2 1,800
Department of Education 0 0 0 0 0 0
Department of Health and Human Performance 0 0 0 0 0 0
Department of Nursing 0 0 4 0 4 7,200
Department of Psychology and Special Education 0 0 0 2 2 5,000
Department of Social Work 0 2 0 0 2 2,500

Total 2 2 4 2 10 16,500

Classroom Requests
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CEHS Space Requests 

Existing ASF Requested ASF



Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0

Laboratory Spaces 42 16,873 Laboratory Spaces 24 9,600 Laboratory Spaces 0 0

210-Class Laboratory 2 1,285 250-Research/Non-Class Laboratory 16 6,400

220-Special Class Open Laboratory 9 8,818 255-Research/Non-Class Laboratory Service 8 3,200

225-Special Class Open Laboratory Service 7 900

230-Individual Study Laboratory 24 5,870

Office Spaces 30 3,916 Office Spaces 37 4,200 Office Spaces 0 0

310-Office 17 2,402 310-Office 25 3,000

315-Office Service 12 1,215 315-Office Service 12 1,200

350-Conference Room 1 299

Study Spaces 1 413 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0

410-Study Space 1 413

Special Use Spaces 11 2,002 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

535-Media Production Service 11 2,002

General Use Spaces 14 7,096 General Use Spaces 6 14,485 General Use Spaces 0 0

620-Exhibition 3 2,973 610-Assembly 1 5,000

625-Exhibition Service 4 913 620-Exhibition 3 8,685

635-Food Facility Service 2 475 660-Merchandising 1 600

650-Lounge 3 956 660-Merchandising Service 1 200

660-Merchandising 1 1,435

665-Merchandising Service 1 344

Supporting Spaces 5 2,436 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

720-Shop 4 1,866

750-Central Service 1 570

Total Department of Art 103 32,736 Total Requests 67 28,285 Total Requests 0 0

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 61,021 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 61,021

Department of Art

SUMMARY: The National Association of Schools of Art and Design, has asked the department to come up with a plan/timeline to consolidate our Commerce Campus facilities into one building and in the interim, address safety/ventilation issues in the 

Photography Facility located on the third floor of the Journalism Building.  Photography Program is currently split between two buildings and the space is Journalism building is particularly troubling, as no major upgrades have been made to the space since it 

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.
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Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 6 7,500 General Academic Spaces 0 0

110-Classroom 6 7,500

Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 0 0

Office Spaces 23 5,519 Office Spaces 0 0 Office Spaces 0 0

310-Office 17 4,084

315-Office Service 4 878

350-Conference Room 2 557

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0

Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

General Use Spaces 1 31 General Use Spaces 1 750 General Use Spaces 0 0

620-Exhibition 1 31 680-Meeting Room 1 750

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of History 24 5,550 Total Requests 1 750 Total Requests 0 0

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 6 7,500 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 6,300 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 6,300

Department of History

SUMMARY:  While there are four class rooms assigned on the room inventory to the History Department, they are quite small.  Three of them hold between 34 and 36 students (using fire safety code maximum capacity numbers), and one of them holds 45 

students.  The class cap for the history classes that are part of the core curriculum is normally 55 (unless the instructor is a GAT).  Consequently, the majority of our classes simply do not fit in the rooms assigned to us.  If enrollment continues to grow, then there 

may not be enough room.  Also, many of our larger classes are taught in the BA building.  Those rooms are available because so many of the courses in the Business College are taught online.  The auditoriums used as classrooms in Ag/It and Journalism and much 

less satisfactory.  The acoustics are poor, as is the ability of the instructor to see all the students.  The auditorium in the Hall of Languages, while recently refurbished, is a difficult space for a class of about 55 because it is so large that most of the students can sit in 

the back leaving mostly empty seats in the front, and that arrangement can lead to a lack of student engagement.  The graduate classes are run as group discussions.  They are best run around a table or in a space where the desks can be arranged in a circle. The 

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.
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Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0

Laboratory Spaces 3 1,309 Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 0 0

220-Special Class Open Laboratory 1 261

230-Individual Study Laboratory 1 141

250-Research/Non-Class Laboratory 1 907

Office Spaces 43 9,515 Office Spaces 0 0 Office Spaces 0 0

310-Office 32 8,254

315-Office Service 10 882

350-Conference Room 1 379

Study Spaces 2 1,397 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0

410-Study Space 2 1,397

Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

General Use Spaces 2 788 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

650-Lounge 1 198

680-Meeting Room 1 590

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Literature 50 13,009 Total Requests 0 0 Total Requests 0 0

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 13,009 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 13,009

Department of Literature

SUMMARY: 

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.

TAMU-Commerce
Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING SPACES.
THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0

Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 0 0

Office Spaces 3 294 Office Spaces 0 0 Office Spaces 0 0

310-Office 3 294

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0

Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Liberal Studies 3 294 Total Requests 0 0 Total Requests 0 0

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 294 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 294

Department of Liberal Studies

SUMMARY: 

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.

TAMU-Commerce
Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING SPACES.
THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0

Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 0 0

Office Spaces 2 129 Office Spaces 0 0 Office Spaces 0 0

310-Office 2 129

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0

Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

General Use Spaces 4 2,802 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

610-Assembly 1 2,242

615-Assembly Service 3 560

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Communications and 

Speech
6 2,931 Total Requests 0 0 Total Requests 0 0

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 2,931 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 2,931

Department of Communications and Speech

SUMMARY: 

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.

TAMU-Commerce
Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING SPACES.
THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0

Laboratory Spaces 1 847 Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 0 0

210-Class Laboratory 1 847

Office Spaces 11 2,240 Office Spaces 0 0 Office Spaces 0 0

310-Office 6 1,490

315-Office Service 5 750

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0

Special Use Spaces 4 1,114 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

530-Media Production 4 1,114

General Use Spaces 2 628 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

650-Lounge 2 628

Supporting Spaces 1 112 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

715-Central Computer/Tele-communication Service 1 112

Total Department of Mass Media 19 4,941 Total Requests 0 0 Total Requests 0 0

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 4,941 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 4,941

Department of Mass Media

SUMMARY: 

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.

TAMU-Commerce
Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING SPACES.
THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0

Laboratory Spaces 39 10,587 Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 0 0

210-Class Laboratory 6 7,687

220-Special Class Open Laboratory 1 227

225-Special Class Open Laboratory Service 4 166

230-Individual Study Laboratory 28 2,507

Office Spaces 32 7,016 Office Spaces 0 0 Office Spaces 0 0

310-Office 26 5,884

315-Office Service 5 796

350-Conference Room 1 336

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0

Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

General Use Spaces 12 11,621 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

610-Assembly 4 9,258

615-Assembly Service 6 1,809

635-Food Facility Service 1 107

650-Lounge 1 447

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Music 83 29,224 Total Requests 0 0 Total Requests 0 0

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 29,224 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 29,224

Department of Music

SUMMARY: 

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.

TAMU-Commerce
Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING SPACES.
THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0

Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 0 0

Office Spaces 14 2,876 Office Spaces 0 0 Office Spaces 0 0

310-Office 9 1,958

315-Office Service 4 688

350-Conference Room 1 230

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0

Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Political Science 14 2,876 Total Requests 0 0 Total Requests 0 0

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 2,876 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 2,876

Department of Political Science

SUMMARY: 

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.

TAMU-Commerce
Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING SPACES.
THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0

Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 0 0

Office Spaces 20 4,084 Office Spaces 0 0 Office Spaces 0 0

310-Office 13 3,082

315-Office Service 5 555

350-Conference Room 2 447

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0

Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

General Use Spaces 1 555 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

650-Lounge 1 555

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Sociology & Criminal 

Justice
21 4,639 Total Requests 0 0 Total Requests 0 0

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 4,639 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 4,639

Department of Sociology & Criminal Justice

SUMMARY: 

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.

TAMU-Commerce
Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING SPACES.
THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0

Laboratory Spaces 4 1,992 Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 0 0

230-Individual Study Laboratory 4 1,992

Office Spaces 20 3,233 Office Spaces 0 0 Office Spaces 0 0

310-Office 16 2,603

315-Office Service 4 630

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0

Special Use Spaces 6 1,810 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

530-Media Production 2 999

535-Media Production Service 4 811

General Use Spaces 17 12,599 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

610-Assembly 2 6,751

615-Assembly Service 11 5,223

625-Exhibition Service 1 78

630-Food Facility 1 133

650-Lounge 1 22

660-Merchandising 1 392

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Theatre and Dance 47 19,634 Total Requests 0 0 Total Requests 0 0

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 19,634 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 19,634

Department of Theatre and Dance

SUMMARY: 

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.

TAMU-Commerce
Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING SPACES.
THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



Academic Department

Teaching Space 

(100s, 200s, 500s, 600s)

(Except 250, 255)

Library Space

(400s)

Research Space

(250 & 255)

Office Space

(300s)

Support Space

(700s)
Total

Art 14,485 0 9,600 4,200 0 28,285

History 8,250 0 0 0 0 8,250

Literature 0 0 0 0 0 0

Liberal Studies 0 0 0 0 0 0

Communications and Speech 0 0 0 0 0 0

Mass Media 0 0 0 0 0 0

Music 0 0 0 0 0 0

Political Science 0 0 0 0 0 0

Sociology & Criminal Justice 0 0 0 0 0 0

Theatre and Dance 0 0 0 0 0 0

Totals 22,735 0 9,600 4,200 0 36,535

Academic Department

Teaching Space 

(100s, 200s, 500s, 600s)

(Except 250, 255)

Library Space

(400s)

Research Space

(250 & 255)

Office Space

(300s)

Support Space

(700s)
Total

Art 0 0 0 0 0 0

History 0 0 0 0 0 0

Literature 0 0 0 0 0 0

Liberal Studies 0 0 0 0 0 0

Communications and Speech 0 0 0 0 0 0

Mass Media 0 0 0 0 0 0

Music 0 0 0 0 0 0

Political Science 0 0 0 0 0 0

Sociology & Criminal Justice 0 0 0 0 0 0

Theatre and Dance 0 0 0 0 0 0

Totals 0 0 0 0 0 0

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY - COMMERCE
Current Requested Space Analysis (5-Factor Model)

Future Requested Space Analysis (5-Factor Model)



Department of Art 32,736 61,021 28,285 61,021 0

Department of History 5,550 6,300 750 6,300 0

Department of Literature 13,009 13,009 0 13,009 0

Department of Liberal Studies 294 294 0 294 0

Department of Communications and Speech 2,931 2,931 0 2,931 0

Department of Mass Media 4,941 4,941 0 4,941 0

Department of Music 29,224 29,224 0 29,224 0

Department of Political Science 2,876 2,876 0 2,876 0

Department of Sociology & Criminal Justice 4,639 4,639 0 4,639 0

Department of Theatre and Dance 19,634 19,634 0 19,634 0

Total 115,834 144,869 29,035 144,869 0

Difference 

(Sq/Ft)

TAMU-Commerce
College of Humanities, Social Sciences & Arts Space Requests

Department

Total Existing 

Area 

(Sq/Ft)

Current Need Future Need

Space Request
Total Area 

(Sq/Ft)

Difference 

(Sq/Ft)

Total Area 

(Sq/Ft)



Name of Space

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

Total College of Humanities, 

Social Sciences & Arts
115,834 Total Requests 29,035 Total Requests 0

Total General Academic Space 0 Total General Academic Requests 7,500 Total General Academic Requests 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 144,869 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 144,869

College of Humanities, Social Sciences & 

Arts

TAMU-Commerce
Summary of Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S 

EXISTING SPACES.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY 

REQUESTED SPACES TO MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY 

REQUESTED SPACES TO MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



Department Existing ASF Requested ASF % of Current ASF

% of Total Space 

Requested by ALL 

Depts
Department of Art 32,736 28,285 86% 97%
Department of History 5,550 750 14% 3%
Department of Literature 13,009 0 0% 0%
Department of Liberal Studies 294 0 0% 0%
Department of Communications and Speech 2,931 0 0% 0%
Department of Mass Media 4,941 0 0% 0%
Department of Music 29,224 0 0% 0%
Department of Political Science 2,876 0 0% 0%
Department of Sociology & Criminal Justice 4,639 0 0% 0%
Department of Theatre and Dance 19,634 0 0% 0%

Total 115,834 29,035

% of Total Space Requested by ALL Depts

Department of Art 97%

Department of History 3%

Department of Literature 0%

Department of Liberal Studies 0%

Department of Communications and Speech 0%

Department of Mass Media 0%

Department of Music 0%

Department of Political Science 0%

Department of Sociology & Criminal Justice 0%

Department of Theatre and Dance 0%

TAMU-Commerce

College of Humanities, Social Sciences & Arts

CHSSA Space Requests 

Department of Art 
97% 

Department of History 
3% 

Department of Literature 
0% Department of Liberal Studies 

0% 

Department of Communications and Speech 
0% 

Department of Mass Media 
0% 

Department of Sociology & Criminal Justice 
0% 

% of Total Space Requested by ALL Depts 



Department

Standard 

Classroom 

(Capacity: 36)

Medium Classroom

(Capacity: 50)

Large 

Classroom

(Capacity: 72)

Medium 

Lecture Hall

(Capacity: 100) Total Square footage
Department of Art 0 0 0 0 0 0
Department of History 0 6 0 0 6 7,500
Department of Literature 0 0 0 0 0 0
Department of Liberal Studies 0 0 0 0 0 0
Department of Communications and Speech 0 0 0 0 0 0
Department of Mass Media 0 0 0 0 0 0
Department of Music 0 0 0 0 0 0
Department of Political Science 0 0 0 0 0 0
Department of Sociology & Criminal Justice 0 0 0 0 0 0
Department of Theatre and Dance 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 0 6 0 0 6 7,500

Classroom Requests
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CHSSA Space Requests 

Existing ASF Requested ASF



Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 1 1,800 General Academic Spaces 0 0

110-Classroom 1 1,800

Laboratory Spaces 20 12,734 Laboratory Spaces 9 10,560 Laboratory Spaces 3 3,480

215-Class Laboratory Service 10 4,214 210-Class Laboratory 7 8,400 210-Class Laboratory 2 2,400

220-Special Class Open Laboratory 3 6,221 220-Special Class Open Laboratory 2 2,160 220-Special Class Open Laboratory 1 1,080

225-Special Class Open Laboratory Service 5 1,007

250-Research/Non-Class Laboratory 2 1,292

Office Spaces 32 5,038 Office Spaces 10 1,200 Office Spaces 5 600

310-Office 22 4,071 310-Office 10 1,200 310-Office 5 600

315-Office Service 9 674

350-Conference Room 1 293

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0

Special Use Spaces 27 35,938 Special Use Spaces 4 5,000 Special Use Spaces 0 0

560-Field Building 21 28,993 570-Animal Facilities 1 2,300

570-Animal Facilities 1 2,303 575-Animal Facilities Service 3 2,700

575-Animal Facilities Service 5 4,642

General Use Spaces 4 822 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 2 1,200

650-Lounge 2 792 630-Food Facility 1 1,000

655-Lounge Service 2 30 635-Food Facility Service 1 200

Supporting Spaces 4 3,182 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

720-Shop 1 2,639

725-Shop Service 2 353

760-Hazardous Materials Storage 1 190

Total Department of Agricultural Sciences 87 57,714 Total Requests 23 16,760 Total Requests 10 5,280

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 1 1,800 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 74,474 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 79,754

Department of Agricultural Sciences

faculty-size office and that works well.  The department has an open-type office complex that houses about seven graduate assistants.  Conventional classroom space is close to adequate but the department needs one more.  Lab classroom space is beyond 

insufficient in both quality and quantity.  They also have a need for a larger computer lab.  The current computer lab has 12 computers but we need space for 20 computers and students.  Off-Campus:  The department needs to remodel an animal science lab 

teaching facility at the Dairy Complex located on the east of Hwy 24-50.   This facility is approximately 40 years old and could use a major overhaul.  We also need to remodel our lab teaching facility at the equine facility.  This facility is old and can barely host a 

class.  With the new arena, this class-lab needs immediate modernization since students and the public will expect to see a modern classroom associated with a brand new arena.  The Equine site will host outside events and seminars so our need there extends 

beyond the classroom.  At the Plant Science Complex, we need to construct a lab teaching facility.  Currently, the labs at the Plant Science Complex are taught in a large storage shed (aka headhouse).  Numerous complaints from students have resulted because 

Equine Facility, and the Blueberry Farm is inadequate.  Depending on the direction the University wants to go, we need either a water tower, a new well, or for the water supply company to increase the diameter of our incoming line.

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.

TAMU-Commerce
Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING SPACES.
THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 3 7,500 General Academic Spaces 0 0

110-Classroom 3 7,500

Laboratory Spaces 23 11,579 Laboratory Spaces 12 7,880 Laboratory Spaces 3 2,000

210-Class Laboratory 7 6,066 210-Class Laboratory 3 3,600 210-Class Laboratory 1 1,200

215-Class Laboratory Service 6 2,404 220-Special Class Open Laboratory 1 1,080 250-Research/Non-Class Laboratory 2 800

220-Special Class Open Laboratory 4 926 250-Research/Non-Class Laboratory 4 1,600

250-Research/Non-Class Laboratory 6 2,183 255-Research/Non-Class Laboratory Service 4 1,600

Office Spaces 23 3,703 Office Spaces 12 1,360 Office Spaces 0 0

310-Office 21 3,318 310-Office 8 960

315-Office Service 2 385 315-Office Service 4 400

Study Spaces 2 1,279 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0

410-Study Space 2 1,279

Special Use Spaces 10 1,724 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

570-Animal Facilities 5 973

575-Animal Facilities Service 4 644

590-Other (All Purpose) 1 107

General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Biological & 

Environmental Science
58 18,285 Total Requests 24 9,240 Total Requests 3 2,000

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 3 7,500 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 27,525 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 29,525

Department of Biological & Environmental Science

SUMMARY:  Teaching lab space is a little bit of a bottleneck, but careful scheduling makes it workable.  Lecture space is at a premium.  There are only three lecture halls in the science building.  The Department is often put in lecture halls in other building, which 

is O.K., but sometimes (not often) the rooms are less than satisfactory, lacking in adequate whiteboard space, seating students behind posts, and such.  Maps and such things needed by some courses are never present, but are available via Internet connection 

and projectors.  There is no further research lab space available.  The Department has no room for growth in faculty who need a lab, and there is no available office space either without deleting one of the GA offices.  Because present core course requirements call 

for 8-hours of science, all of the University Studies science courses have a lab component.  Enrollment growth is already putting a strain on teaching lab space, causing us to slight expand crowding, and also offer some morning labs, which of course conflict with 

available lecture sections.  In 2014, core course requirements will be reduced the science requirement 6 hours, and science courses for non-majors will no longer have teaching labs.  This should reduce our needs for teaching lab space so that our existing teaching 

lab space should be adequate.  Anticipated growth in the new pre-nursing program may offset the reduction of core requirements, specifically requiring an increase in lab sections for our anatomy & physiology course.  Our computer lab is definitely out of date, 

more so than any other computer lab on campus.  Our newest computers were obtained from another college on campus;  We were able to acquire their rejects when they updated their lab.  Our lab has capacity for 40 computers.  Currently there are 25 to 30, 

some of which, do not work.  

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.

TAMU-Commerce
Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING SPACES.
THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0

Laboratory Spaces 25 10,803 Laboratory Spaces 7 3,120 Laboratory Spaces 4 1,600

210-Class Laboratory 4 2,666 220-Special Class Open Laboratory 1 720 250-Research/Non-Class Laboratory 4 1,600

215-Class Laboratory Service 8 2,062 250-Research/Non-Class Laboratory 6 2,400

220-Special Class Open Laboratory 3 2,473

250-Research/Non-Class Laboratory 9 3,499

255-Research/Non-Class Laboratory Service 1 103

Office Spaces 22 4,914 Office Spaces 4 480 Office Spaces 2 240

310-Office 18 3,350 310-Office 4 480 310-Office 2 240

315-Office Service 2 448

350-Conference Room 2 1,116

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 1 180

410-Study Space 1 180

Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

General Use Spaces 2 345 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

625-Exhibition Service 1 106

680-Meeting Room 1 239

Supporting Spaces 1 879 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 1 250

760-Hazardous Materials Storage 1 879 760-Hazardous Materials Storage 1 250

Total Department of Chemistry 50 16,941 Total Requests 11 3,600 Total Requests 8 2,270

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 20,541 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 22,811

Department of Chemistry

SUMMARY:  It was mentioned that there is not enough office space for graduate assistants in order for the department to hold office hours for student visits.  There is also no office space for the department to hire more faculty for growth.  The same applies to 

research space for current research students.  (There are about 50 research students in the department)  The total number of hoods is 9 and there are 5 research faculty for the department.  On average, 5-6 students are sharing one hood which is not adequate for 

safety and productivity purposes. Therefore, additional research space is needed under the current situation and for the department to grow.  There is a plan to start the environmental chemistry program which will further intensify the needs of office and 

research space.  It is expected that 8 proposals will be submitted to the Welch foundation in October 2012 to January 2013. Any additional grants will require more students to participate in research which will increase the needs of research space.

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.

TAMU-Commerce
Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING SPACES.
THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 2 2,500 General Academic Spaces 0 0

110-Classroom 2 2,500

Laboratory Spaces 5 2,114 Laboratory Spaces 7 4,075 Laboratory Spaces 3 1,680

210-Class Laboratory 1 1,153 210-Class Laboratory 1 1,200 210-Class Laboratory 1 1,200

255-Research/Non-Class Laboratory Service 4 961 220-Special Class Open Laboratory 1 875 255-Research/Non-Class Laboratory Service 2 480

250-Research/Non-Class Laboratory 5 2,000

Office Spaces 28 3,677 Office Spaces 5 770 Office Spaces 4 450

310-Office 23 3,214 310-Office 2 300 310-Office 2 300

315-Office Service 4 299 315-Office Service 2 150 315-Office Service 2 150

350-Conference Room 1 164 350-Conference Room 1 320

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0

Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Computer Science & 

Information Systems
33 5,791 Total Requests 12 4,845 Total Requests 7 2,130

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 2 2,500 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 10,636 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 12,766

Department of Computer Science & Information Systems

SUMMARY:  The department lacks a couple of classrooms with 45-60 seats.  Also, the department prefers all new faculty members to have individual lab spaces.  Because of this the department lacks about 5 faculty labs currently.  As the department grows, the 

undergraduate program will experience gradual growth in size, it is necessary that a couple of labs are created to support new tracks: mobile and ubiquitous computing lab AND visual and data analytics lab.  The department will be starting a new M.S. program 

in computational science in spring, 2013 with three track emphasis, each of which needs support for creation of new lab spaces for each track.

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.

TAMU-Commerce
Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING SPACES.
THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 2 2,500 General Academic Spaces 2 2,500

110-Classroom 2 2,500 110-Classroom 2 2,500

Laboratory Spaces 16 11,480 Laboratory Spaces 3 2,640 Laboratory Spaces 1 875

210-Class Laboratory 3 4,532 210-Class Laboratory 1 1,200 220-Special Class Open Laboratory 1 875

215-Class Laboratory Service 8 1,055 220-Special Class Open Laboratory 2 1,440

220-Special Class Open Laboratory 4 4,474

250-Research/Non-Class Laboratory 1 1,419

Office Spaces 32 7,232 Office Spaces 9 2,470 Office Spaces 7 2,260

310-Office 18 3,286 310-Office 6 720 310-Office 3 360

315-Office Service 11 3,130 315-Office Service 1 150 315-Office Service 3 300

350-Conference Room 3 816 350-Conference Room 2 1,600 350-Conference Room 1 1,600

Study Spaces 2 964 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 4 400

410-Study Space 2 964 410-Study Space 4 400

Special Use Spaces 1 82 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

535-Media Production Service 1 82

General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 1 1,200 General Use Spaces 0 0

650-Lounge 1 1,200

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Engineering & 

Technology
51 19,758 Total Requests 13 6,310 Total Requests 12 3,535

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 2 2,500 Total Shared Spaces 2 2,500

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 26,068 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 29,603

Department of Engineering & Technology

SUMMARY:  The office space is functionally adequate and there is sufficient quantity for the current size staff.  However, there is not sufficient space to accommodate any growth.  The department has a small conference room that will accommodate meetings of 

8 10 people.  For larger meetings, conference rooms in the student center or in other buildings have to be reserved.  The larger computer lab has a pillar on one side of the room impairs the sight lines for approximately 20% of the space.  The department does not 

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.

TAMU-Commerce
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THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING SPACES.
THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 
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Existing Current Need Future Need



Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 2 1,000

110-Classroom 1 900

115-Classroom Service 1 100

Laboratory Spaces 4 927 Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 1 1,080

220-Special Class Open Laboratory 2 912 220-Special Class Open Laboratory 1 1,080

225-Special Class Open Laboratory Service 2 15

Office Spaces 23 5,877 Office Spaces 9 580 Office Spaces 15 1,300

310-Office 19 4,895 310-Office 4 480 310-Office 10 1,200

315-Office Service 3 617 315-Office Service 5 100 315-Office Service 5 100

350-Conference Room 1 365

Study Spaces 3 371 Study Spaces 1 180 Study Spaces 2 1,680

430-Open-Stack Study Room 1 355 410-Study Space 1 180 410-Study Space 1 180

455-Study Service 2 16 430-Open-Stack Study Room 1 1,500

Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Mathematics 30 7,175 Total Requests 10 760 Total Requests 18 4,060

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 2 1,000

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 7,935 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 11,995

Department of Mathematics

is not housed on campus as she only teaches online courses.  A full-time faculty member is using an office in the Department of Social Work.  In order to provide an area for the adjuncts the department will convert the library to an adjunct office, and have to 

combine our library with our conference room. Thus our conference room will serve both as library and conference room, and it will be crowded, and will not meet the growth of the department.  Department and faculty offices and classroom furniture is out of 

accommodate.  Math education faculty members organize numerous activities and teach students who will be elementary and secondary teachers. Thus they have brought many materials for teaching and classroom activities. Their offices are packed with these 

materials.  The Academic Testing Center is located in Ferguson Room 308. It will work more effectively if the Academic Testing Center and the Math Skills Center can be brought together.  Students do not have a study space in the department.  Currently, 

graduate teaching assistants use a common office that has 12 cubicles. But cubicles do not provide privacy for students when they need to talk to their instructors about their grades, complaints, and personal issues that affect their study. Therefore, it will be 

reasonable to have an office shared by two or three graduate teaching assistants.   The finite capacity of the third floor of Binnion Hall has already been exceeded.  With expected enrollment growth, the situation will only deteriorate further.  Quick action is 

needed to prevent a loss of enrollment and a diminished capacity to recruit both students and new faculty. Our facilities also affect student learning. The third floor of Binnion Hall is out of date, the furniture is old, and it desperately needs renovation.

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.
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Name of Space

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

No. of 

Rooms

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0 General Academic Spaces 0 0

Laboratory Spaces 18 8,118 Laboratory Spaces 0 0 Laboratory Spaces 1 875

210-Class Laboratory 3 2,271 220-Special Class Open Laboratory 1 875

215-Class Laboratory Service 6 1,871

250-Research/Non-Class Laboratory 6 3,640

255-Research/Non-Class Laboratory Service 3 336

Office Spaces 22 3,414 Office Spaces 0 0 Office Spaces 0 0

310-Office 18 2,903

315-Office Service 4 511

Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0 Study Spaces 0 0

Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0 Special Use Spaces 0 0

General Use Spaces 3 1,065 General Use Spaces 0 0 General Use Spaces 0 0

660-Merchandising 1 547

665-Merchandising Service 1 113

680-Meeting Room 1 405

Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0 Supporting Spaces 0 0

Total Department of Physics & Astronomy 43 12,597 Total Requests 0 0 Total Requests 1 875

Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0 Total Shared Spaces 0 0

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 12,597 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 13,472

Department of Physics & Astronomy

SUMMARY: Existing space is functionally adequate and sufficient for current needs.  The department should be able to double undergraduate enrollment without any additional pressure on existing space.  

NOTE: All square feet is shown in assignable square feet (Sq/Ft). Gross square feet will be calculated at a later date.
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THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING SPACES.
THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY REQUESTED SPACES TO 

MEET CURRENT NEEDS.
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Existing Current Need Future Need



Academic Department

Teaching Space 

(100s, 200s, 500s, 600s)

(Except 250, 255)

Library Space

(400s)

Research Space

(250 & 255)

Office Space

(300s)

Support Space

(700s)
Total

Agricultural Sciences 17,360 0 0 1,200 0 18,560

Biological & Environmental Science 12,180 0 3,200 1,360 0 16,740

Chemistry 720 0 2,400 480 0 3,600

Computer Science & Information Systems 4,575 0 2,000 770 0 7,345

Engineering & Technology 6,340 0 0 2,470 0 8,810

Mathematics 0 180 0 580 0 760

Physics & Astronomy 0 0 0 0 0 0

Totals 34,835 0 7,600 3,810 0 46,245

Academic Department

Teaching Space 

(100s, 200s, 500s, 600s)

(Except 250, 255)

Library Space

(400s)

Research Space

(250 & 255)

Office Space

(300s)

Support Space

(700s)
Total

Agricultural Sciences 4,680 0 0 600 0 5,280

Biological & Environmental Science 1,200 0 800 0 0 2,000

Chemistry 0 180 1,600 240 250 2,270

Computer Science & Information Systems 1,200 0 480 450 0 2,130

Engineering & Technology 3,375 400 0 2,260 0 6,035

Mathematics 2,080 1,680 0 1,300 0 5,060

Physics & Astronomy 875 0 0 0 0 875

Totals 7,080 180 2,880 1,290 250 11,680

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY - COMMERCE
Current Requested Space Analysis (5-Factor Model)

Future Requested Space Analysis (5-Factor Model)



Department of Agricultural Sciences 57,714 74,474 16,760 79,754 5,280

Department of Biological & Environmental Science 18,285 27,525 9,240 29,525 2,000

Department of Chemistry 16,941 20,541 3,600 22,811 2,270

Department of Computer Science & Information Systems 5,791 10,636 4,845 12,766 2,130

Department of Engineering & Technology 19,758 26,068 6,310 29,603 3,535

Department of Mathematics 7,175 7,935 760 11,995 4,060

Department of Physics & Astronomy 12,597 12,597 0 13,472 875

Total 138,261 179,776 41,515 199,926 20,150

Difference 

(Sq/Ft)

TAMU-Commerce
College of Sciences, Engineering & Agriculture Space Requests

Department Total Existing Area (Sq/Ft)

Current Need Future Need

Space Request
Total Area 

(Sq/Ft)

Difference 

(Sq/Ft)

Total 

Area 



Name of Space

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

Total Area

(Sq/Ft) Name of Space Requested

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)

Total College of Sciences, 

Engineering & Agriculture
138,261 Total Requests 41,515 Total Requests 20,150

Total General Academic Space 0 Total General Academic Requests 14,300 Total General Academic Requests 3,500

Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 179,776 Proposed Total  (Sq/Ft) 199,926

College of Sciences, Engineering & 

Agriculture

TAMU-Commerce
Summary of Academic Requirements

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S 

EXISTING SPACES.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY 

REQUESTED SPACES TO MEET CURRENT NEEDS.

THE COLUMNS BELOW SHOW THE DEPARTMENT'S NEWLY 

REQUESTED SPACES TO MEET FUTURE NEEDS.

Existing Current Need Future Need



Department Existing ASF Requested ASF % of Current ASF

% of Total Space 

Requested by ALL 

Depts
Department of Agricultural Sciences 57,714 22,040 38% 36%
Department of Biological & Environmental Science 18,285 11,240 61% 18%
Department of Chemistry 16,941 5,870 35% 10%
Department of Computer Science & Information Systems 5,791 6,975 120% 11%
Department of Engineering & Technology 19,758 9,845 50% 16%
Department of Mathematics 7,175 4,820 67% 8%
Department of Physics & Astronomy 12,597 875 7% 1%
Total 138,261 61,665

% of Total Space Requested by ALL Depts

Department of Agricultural Sciences 36%

Department of Biological & Environmental Science 18%

Department of Chemistry 10%

Department of Computer Science & Information Systems 11%

Department of Engineering & Technology 16%

Department of Mathematics 8%

Department of Physics & Astronomy 1%

TAMU-Commerce

College of Sciences, Engineering & Agriculture
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Department of Computer Science & Information 
Systems 

11% 

Department of Engineering & Technology 
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Department of 
Mathematics 

8% 

Department of Physics & Astronomy 
1% 

% of Total Space Requested by ALL Depts 



Department

Standard 

Classroom 

(Capacity: 36)

Medium Classroom

(Capacity: 50)

Large 

Classroom

(Capacity: 72)

Medium 

Lecture Hall

(Capacity: 100) Total Square footage
Department of Agricultural Sciences 0 0 1 0 1 1,800
Department of Biological & Environmental Science 0 0 0 3 3 7,500
Department of Chemistry 0 0 0 0 0 0
Department of Computer Science & Information Systems 0 2 0 0 2 2,500
Department of Engineering & Technology 0 4 0 0 4 5,000
Department of Mathematics 1 0 0 0 1 900
Department of Physics & Astronomy 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 1 6 1 3 11 17,700

Classroom Requests
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Department Existing ASF Requested ASF
Accounting 1,985 1,200
Business Administration 20,350 7,790
Finance/Economics 2,139 4,580
Marketing/Marketing Management 1,427 2,170

Total 25,901 15,740

TAMU-Commerce

College of Business and Entrepreneurship



Department Existing ASF Requested ASF
Curriculum and Instruction 16,511 0
Education 23,291 4,990
Health and Human Performance 70,779 29,680
Psychology and Special Education 26,365 6,200
Social Work 7,280 6,770

Total 144,226 47,640

Department Existing ASF Requested ASF
Art 32,736 28,285
History 5,550 750
Literature 13,009 0
Liberal Studies 294 0
Communications and Speech 2,931 0
Mass Media 4,941 0
Music 29,224 0
Political Science 2,876 0
Sociology & Criminal Justice 4,639 0
Theatre and Dance 19,634 0

Total 115,834 29,035

Department Existing ASF Requested ASF
Agricultural Sciences 57,714 22,040
Biological & Environmental Science 18,285 11,240
Chemistry 16,941 5,870
Computer Science & Information Systems 5,791 6,975
Engineering & Technology 19,758 9,845
Mathematics 7,175 4,820
Physics & Astronomy 12,597 875

Total 138,261 61,665

COLLEGE-WIDE RESEARCH SPACE 424,222 154,080

College of Education and Human Services

College of Humanities, Social Sciences & Arts

College of Sciences, Engineering & Agriculture



Personnel
Standard Classroom 

(Capacity: 36)
Medium Classroom

(Capacity: 50)
Large Classroom

(Capacity: 72)

Medium 
Lecture Hall

(Capacity: 100) Total Square footage

Percentage of 
Total Requested 

Square Feet
College of Business and Entrepreneurship 7 7 4 0 18 22,250 35%
College of Education and Human Services 2 2 4 2 10 16,500 26%
College of Humanities, Social Sciences & Arts 0 6 0 0 6 7,500 12%

College of Science, Engineering & Agriculture 1 6 1 3 11 17,700 28%
Total Amount 10 21 9 5 45 63,950

Total Square Footage (ASF) 9,000 26,250 16,200 12,500

Classroom Request Analysis

College of Business and 
Entrepreneurship 

35% 

College of Education and 
Human Services 

26% 

College of Humanities, 
Social Sciences & Arts 

12% 

College of Science, 
Engineering & Agriculture 

28% 

Classroom Request Analysis 



College of Business and Entrepreneurship 25,901 35,461 9,560 41,641 6,180

College of Education and Human Services 146,546 178,996 32,450 222,116 43,120

College of Humanities, Social Sciences & Arts 115,834 144,869 29,035 144,869 0

College of Sciences, Engineering & Agriculture 138,261 179,776 41,515 199,926 20,150

Totals 426,542 539,102 112,560 608,552 69,450

College Existing ASF Requested ASF % of Current ASF % of Total Space Requested by ALL Colleges
College of Business and Entrepreneurship 25,901 15,740 61% 9%
College of Education and Human Services 146,546 75,570 52% 42%
College of Humanities, Social Sciences & Arts 115,834 29,035 25% 16%

College of Sciences, Engineering & Agriculture 138,261 61,665 45% 34%
TOTAL 426,542 182,010

College Summary 

College 

Current Need Future Need

Difference 

(Sq/Ft)

Difference 

(Sq/Ft)

Total Existing Area 

(Sq/Ft) Total Area 

(Sq/Ft)

Total Area

(Sq/Ft)
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Academic Department

Teaching Space 

(100s, 200s, 500s, 600s)

(Except 250, 255)

Library Space

(400s)

Research Space

(250 & 255)

Office Space

(300s)

Support Space

(700s)
Total

College of Business and Entrepreneurship 12,550 360 5,400 3,800 0 22,110

College of Education and Human Services 25,920 540 800 2,590 0 29,850

College of Humanities, Social Sciences & Arts 22,735 0 9,600 4,200 0 36,535

College of Sciences, Engineering & Agriculture 34,835 0 7,600 3,810 0 46,245

Totals 96,040 900 23,400 14,400 0 134,740

Academic Department

Teaching Space 

(100s, 200s, 500s, 600s)

(Except 250, 255)

Library Space

(400s)

Research Space

(250 & 255)

Office Space

(300s)

Support Space

(700s)
Total

College of Business and Entrepreneurship 9,700 360 1,500 4,320 0 15,880

College of Education and Human Services 33,050 1,080 400 7,220 0 41,750

College of Humanities, Social Sciences & Arts 0 0 0 0 0 0

College of Sciences, Engineering & Agriculture 7,080 180 2,880 1,290 250 11,680

Totals 49,830 1,620 4,780 12,830 250 69,310

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY - COMMERCE
Current Requested Space Analysis (5-Factor Model)

Future Requested Space Analysis (5-Factor Model)
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